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Mubarak at • ; - 
the High Dam 

PRESIDENT IfosmMu- 

barak yesterday inaugurated 
several new ambitious pro- 
jects in Al-Wadi Al-Gadid 
Goverooiate and- injected 


the measures bong taken at 
the Aswan High Dam to 
face this year’s N3efloo& " 
Mubarak also (Retied a 
railway line joining the port 
of Safega on the Red Sea 
and the city of Kharga in Al- 
Wadi Al-Gadid. .The 
680km-iong railway passes 
by the '.phosphate mine s in 
Abu Tartar and crosses the 
Nile Valley near tiredty of 
Qena. It is eatpectedto create 
newindnstiy and lead to m 
economic boom- m die gov- 
erhorate. 

j his visit to Aswan; 1 
Mubarak was briefed by 
Minister of Irrigation and 
Water Rrtources Abdel- 
Hadi Rarfi 'on' this 'year’s 
Nile flood and on prepara- 
tions to channel -excess wa- 
ter into the Tosfaki spflb 
which win be used for 
first time since the High 
opened in the late 
1960s. Radi said Lake Nas- 
ser would be at maximum 


capacity by 12 October and 
water would that flow into 
the Tosbki spillway. 

• * 

Erbakan visit 

TURKISH Prime Minister 
Necmettm Erbakan arrived 
in Cairo yesterday on a two- 
day official visk Tomorrow 
he heads for Libya on a con- 
troversial trip which has led 
one of his cabinet ministers 
to threaten to resign. 

Egyptian Prime_ Minister 
Kamar ’p-GaiQMUfri retyjyref 
Erbakan, who was -ac- 
companied by a largo del- 
egation including business- 
men, at Cairo's Tirtwrorfi nn al 
Airport The Turkish pre- 
mier was expected to meet 
President Hosm Mubarak 
before his departure for Lib- 
ya. • 

United States - officials 
have criticised ' Erbakan’s 
planned visit - tjcfdfoyb, fas 
second trip m a foartwitite 
to a country ^rfikh^ashing- 
tbn accuses of sponsoring 
tenoriaiL the Msmisrpre-f 
micr’s visit to Jrta two 
mbtdhs ago also drew, sharp 
criticism from American of- 
ficials, partrcdariyafterhe 
signed a $2 billion gas deal 
with Tehran. 

Turkey’s Interim Minister 
Mehmet Agar, a key mem- 
ber of fee junior coafitipn 
partner, fee True Path Party, 
has threatened to. resign . if 
Erbakan goes abead with the 
Libya visit 

Easy money - 

ISRAELI Finance Minister 
Dan Men dor said the US 
has confirmed furfeer loan 
guarantees for Israel cov- 
ering nearly $2 trillion for 
fee financial year which 
started on I October. Amer- 
ica, be continued, has de- 
ducted only $60 millioh 
spent on Jewish settlements 
in fee West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, which fee US says are 
anobstacle to peace. 

The Jerusalem Post, news- 
paper said Israel actually 
spent S307 znfl&on in fee 
Occupied Territories during 
the last financial year; but 
most of the money was 
spent on constructing bypass 
roads which the US does not 
trike into account when mak- 
ing hs deductions. . 

Home alone : 

ISRAELI Prime Minister 
Binyanrin Netanyahu forgot 
to take his leading - nego? 
tiatpr with fee Palestinians,' 
General Dan Shampoo, to 
fee Middle East peace sum- 
mit in Was hin gto n , the Is^ 
raeli daily YedS 'ot Aharvnot 
reportedy esterday- 
Netanyahu’s plane was 
about to take off cm Monday 
when his aides realised they 
forgotten to invite 
ShoptrorL Tbeymadean ur- 
gent cafl to fire general’s- 
home, -teOiog him' to.- catch 
file next commercial flight 
to "Washington in time to at- 
tend the summit talks. 


More talks, more killing 

The Washington summit failed to agree on anything except further talks, while the Israeli army went on a war footing and the Palestinian death toll continued to mount 


US President B31 CUnhxi announced yesterday 
feat Pal estinian an d Israeli to 

setfieflxar deep-rooted differencea atatwo-day 


j.wife 

die issue of Israeli troop redeployment in fee 
fWert Bank cityofHebran as their first priority! 

-■ . *Tlease, please give ns a chance to make this 
firing work in fee days abend,” said Clinton, in 
wbatlhe Assodated Press described as a plain- 
tive pfea to fee feuding Israelis ana .Pal- 
esti n ians, whose (fifloences exploded last 
. : weekinbk)ody violence, 

- .The talks between Yasser Arafat and Bi- 
rryanrin Netaoayhu, lad mode tome progress, 
he said, butnot asinrich as behadhope± r 

“The problems.- are stffl ferae, foediffer- 
mces are still feeie,butlbefievc ferae is ahigh- 
erlevd ofunderatmfepg. They were notable to 1 
resolve their differences' here, but to be fife-, 
when we came tbge&er, there were no advance 
guarantees.”" 

Officials said fee mairi <iHAtn p point re- 
mained Israel’s tong overdue^rith£awal from 
Hebron, hoome to 100^000 Arabs and fewer fean 
400 imfeant Jewish setttozs and students. The 
Palestinians bad demanded a date for the pull- 
out but the TwaeK* Bindwl fintf feet fee re- 
dqricymentplanbeinodifiedto improve secur- 
ity for the Jewishsetfiexs. ' 

. ' •’They are rcadyto renew and intensify nego- 
-tiations on implementing the inte rim psraeli- 
Palestiman peace] a g ree m e nt wife Hebron as . ' 
fiiieir first poarity,” announced Chntoo in what 
was billed as a “summary statement’’ on fee 

CT i mrmf g nntrrf nei ^ 

' ‘They are committed to en gaging immedi- 
stdy iii talks and. to adneving tun pHi- 
progress. To assist them in firis effort, I am 
' senfeng: Dennis Ross, ofe.sperial Middle East 
ooordimtoa; to fee region now. The very first 

inhering wifi ♦aVe phre qq Sunday mor ni ng m 

Erez.” 

- As CSmton spoke, Netanyahu, Arafirt and . 
Jordfflfs Rmg Ifaasnn sat grim-fiwed behind 
. trim. GKntnri feented all dace leadexs for at- . 
tendfogtire summit an short notice. 

- “Let’s riot overreact We are in better shape 
than we jwrc wo days ago,” Qrntoa said. If 
the turbulence had persisted “imagine where 
we would be now.”. - 

T bcWcstBank unrest wfakftdainrediiiore 
than mtS^thasBy' PMlea trtrigqi^ was trig^' 
gezedbyNefarxydm’s decision to opal a tamel 
near feeAl-Acpa Moscpas, Islam’s firird holiest 

shrine. . * 

. -• After wrsdong-level officials held intensive 
and tongh negotiations fiaou^h the zrijfet, US 

fee delations for twoanda^^tours. Nct- 
anayrihu, A rafat and Hngffin fiien returned to 
fee 'White House, for hmdi before C3intan’s 
taring news conference. - 
Israel hafled the snrrmrit^ ^as a victory but the 

r*n<vi ita failnr e • 

"Ifie results offiie summit are a great success 
firanfeepoifec^viewofihegtrrerairanstons- 
rad. AH fee demands yre preroteed infthe meet- 
ing? and nr^otiatktos we’ve held night tad day 
since co ming here were accepted,” Israeli cab- 
inet secretary Danny Naveh told Israel rafeo 
from W aAmglnn. . 



| ‘Clinton holds the key’ 

PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak has held the United States responsible for 
removing the obstacles obstructing the achievement of a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East 

Mubarak, who stayed away from a Washington summit arranged by 
President Bill Clinton to salvage the peace process, made his position 
known in remarks to reporters in Aswan yesterday and in statements 
published by Al-Difa ‘a, fee Defence Ministry’s monthly magazine. 

“The key to fee peace process is American President Bill Clinton,” 
Mubarak told reporters after inaugurating a railway project in Aswan. 

He elaborated on this view in an interview with Al-Difa ’a: “For the 
success of fee peace process, American policy should dot the i’s and cross 
fee t’s." The United States, he said, had managed to bring the “brutal 
massacres” in Bosnia to an end by means of fee Dayton peace agreement. 
“By the same token, America should bring an end to fee diflerences that 
obstruct fee peace process.” 

The principle of trading land for peace — which has been rejected by Israeli 
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu — is, Mubarak stated, “no longer an 
option but an inevitability sanctioned by fee world community. All parties 
should show commitment to this principle if they wish to realise a just and 
durable peace.” 

Noting that Egyptian security was indivisible from Arab security, 
Mubarak said that “the current situation requires the maximum possible 
level of Arab cooperation.” He had earlier acknowledged that he was 
staying away from fee Washington summit to show his displeasure wife 
Netanyahu's policies. 

Asked by reporters in Aswan whether he expected Clinton to put pressure 
on Netanyahu at the summit 
Mubarak replied: “It is not a 
question of pressure... What is 
important is the preservation of 
peace in fee region because peace is 
very important for all parties.” 

He expressed bope that fee 
summit would produce “good 
results” and that Clinton would be 
“successful in his negotiations wife 
the prime minister of Israel. ” 

Netanyahu “had spoken welT on his 
visit to Cairo in July, he added, “but un 
to now. he hasn't done anything.” 

Mubarak said that Clinton had shown understanding over his decision to 
stay away from fee summit, and described Egyptian- American relations as 
“very good.” 

“All that we do is for the good of fee homeland and for fee dignity of fee 
people,” Mubarak said. “We want stability for our region. We do not want 
wars; we want development-.. This is why we are intent on fee achievement 
of peace.” 



Same 2R6fi6 fsraeSs marched In TeJ Aviv on Tuesday to protest Netanyahu’s anti-peace policies ph&AFP) 


But Palestinian negotiator Hassan Asfour 
said in Jerusalem: “What happened in 
Washington was an American attempt to ab- 
sorb the anger and reaction of Palestinians 
rand to give the appearance of success. The 
summit has failed because of Israeli intran- 
sigence.” 

Meanwhile, Israeli soldiers shot ami kiDed a 
Palestinian and wounded five others in two in- 
cidents in tire West Bank, Reutos reported. 

A man was kflled and four were wounded af 1 
ter they stoned Israeli cars at Sift near Hebron. 
In a separate modem in the same area, troops 
shot and wounded a Palestinian policeman by 
accident 

The French rows agency AFP said the Israeli 
army west on i wht footing in fee occupied Pal- 
estinian areas in anticipation of clatiies be- 


tween the two sides should the Washington ne- 
gotiations fan 

It reported lhat Israeli tanks had encircled the 
six main Palestinian autonomous towns chi the 
West Bank and thousands of troop re- 
inforcements had been deployed while combat 
helicopters stood ready for take-off Defence 
Munster Yitzhak Mordechai said the anny was 
“ready for any eventuality” 

“We are net pr ep ari ng for war, but we have 
taken ibe necessary measures to fece any even- 
tuality,” Mordechai told Israeli army radio. 

Reuters said Palestinians stood in silent 
protest as Israelis marched through Jerusalem 
yesterday, both anxiously awaiting die out- 
come of fee W ashingto n s ummit. 

Palestinian youths threw stones at Israeli sol- 
diers in occupied Hebron when a curfew was 


briefly lifted, but protests in the Israeii- 
blockaded West Bank aod Gaza Strip were 
generally peaceful. 

Traffic came to a halt fa* five minutes at noon 
in a protest called by Arafat’s Palestinian Au- 
thority against Israel's closure of Palestinian- 
rulcd areas since last week's gimbatdes. Pe- 
destrians also stopped to observe a moment of 
silence. 

Thousands of Israelis and foreign Jews 
marched to the wailing wall for the Jewish feast 
of tabernacles, an annual religious pilgrimage 
which this year took on political overtones be- 
cause of the unprecedented fighting. A steady 
yifw>m went through the narrow entrance to the 
controversial archaeological tunnel beside fee 
watt, whose opening had ignited Arab anger. 

Hebron, a West Bank city holy to Muslims 


and Jews, was one of fee hottest issues on fee 
table at the Washington summit Arafat insists 
Netanyahu honour bis predecessor’s pledge to 
redeploy troops in fee city. 

Soldiers briefly lifted a curfew in Hebron for 
Arabs to buy supplies. ‘The situation in Hebron 
is tragic. The city has been under curfew for the 
post seven days, which has paralysed life and 
turned it into a ghost town. The only people 
moving are the settlers,” Mayor Mustafa Nat- 
sheh told Reuters. Any Palestinians that leave 
their homes “are detained and beaten by sol- 
diers." 

Palestinian-ruled cities are not under curfew 
but travel between them is virtually impossible 
because of an Israeli blockade. Israel lus ringed 
feem with tanks to quell violence if the Wash- 
ington summit collapses. 


Cairo insists on actions 

Presidential adviser Osama El-Baz warns, in an exclusive interview with Nevine Khalil, 
that Netanyahu's policies could revive the vicious circle of Palestmian-lsraeli violence 


An Egyptian demand feat Binyamin Ne- 
tanyahu announce .timetables for bem- 
ouring his peabe- co mmi t m ents drove the 
j graafi prime, minis te r to change his mind 
abotit attending a peace-saving summit in 
Cairo, says presidential adviser Osama El- 
Baz. ...- :-i . ; -v-.. 

Ill an interview wife AJ-Ahram Weekly, 
El-Baz described Netanyahu's policies as 
a “combination of ideological rigidity— 
and lade of experience.” He warned feat a 
continuation of these policies would lead 
to a revival of fee. vicious chicle of vi- 
olence in the region. 

El-Baz recounted how Cairo stepped in 
to save fee peace process following dash- 
es bet ween Israeli tooths and Palestinians, 
triggered Tty foe opening of a tunnel near 
fee Al-Axjsa. Masque in Jerusalem.^ - 

He said it was^.not true feat Netanyahu 
had refused to name, to Cairo, in response 
to an invitation by President Hood Mu- 
barak, for taEk&rwifo Palestinian leader 
-Yasser Arafat Mubarak issued file in- 
vitatkBL-afler Netanyahu appealed to- him 
m a telephone c on versa ti on to step in to - 
cahn the Palestimim revolt . 

-. The IsradK “yety nHidi wanted” Egypt 
to- bald fire sunumfe ' but changed their 
ihfods after learning feat Egypt was ask- 
ing for “certain require me nts in order to 
guarantee fee. success uf the conference,” 
EJ-Bazsai<L 

Describing fee Egyptian demands as 
“only natural,” El-Baz saM Egypt “wanted 


Israel to accept timetables containing cer- 
tain for fire implementation of their 
obligations. We said feat you {Israel] are 
under certain obligations, and in Cairo 
you must announce that you arc com- 
mitting yourself to carrying out these ob- 
ligations.” 

Specifically, Egypt wanted Israel to “tell 
us exactly when you arc going to honour 
these commitm ents, especially regarding 
redeployment in Hebron,” and to stop 
“taking my steps in Jerusalem or else- 
where which violate the agreement or the 
s piri t of peace, or fire rights of Arabs, both 
Muslims aod Christians.” 

El-Baz said Netanyahu was encouraged 
to change hi* mind after finding out feat 
“fee A m er i ram aHmfntxtn rtirm was willing 
to host the meeting if Egypt declined to 
host it — that there was an alternative.” 

El-Baz warned that Netanyahu’s policy 
-would lead to more bloodshed. “We don’t 
wait to see fee Palestinian police and fee 
Israeli military shooting at each other be- 
cause it would be catastrophic, and the vi- 
cious circle of violence would become in- 
tolerable.” El-Baz said. “Our fear and 
suspicion is that unless tire Israeli govern- 
ment changes its vision and moves to- 
wards die implementation of the agree- 
ments signed wife fire Palestinians, fins 
will happen.” 

- A revival- of violence wfll also have an 
economic impact, El-Baz said. “The ec- 
onomic community [in Israel] is very un- 


happy, many politicians and [ordinary] Is- 
raelis who have lived in the promise of 
beginning a new era of reconciliation are 
very, very concerned. Many of than are 
.as apprehensive as we are,” be said. 

Asked about the impact of Netanyahu’s 
policy on Egyptian-Israeli relations, El- 
Baz replied: “If fee present Israeli policy 
continues unchanged, it is likely to pro- 
duce a greater degree of strain, because 
yon cannot create an ‘artificial’ improve- 
ment of relations. It is likely to antagonise 
public opinion in all fire Arab countries, 
not only in Egypt” 

Noting fee deep divisions existing with- 
in Israel, El-Baz said that fee “Arabs must 
address the Israeli people in a proper, hon- 
est and sincere way. We have to em- 
phasise that we want peace and that peace 
dictates just aod logical requirements, 
agreed upon by both parties in fire past. 
We don’t want to alter what has been 
agreed upon, all we want is a commitment 
that it will be implemented,” 

Asked whether the rejection of Ne- 
tanyahu’s policy by sections of the Israeli 
public could force his go ve rnm ent to fill, 
El-Baz said: “Israeli public opinion can 
force the new Israeli government to 
change its course.” Israel, he added, “can- 
not be pressured from abroad at all, it has 
to come from inside. What is i mp ort a nt is 
that the government change its course, not 
[necessarily] that ft fells." 

(Full text, p.3) 
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Analysis 

No light 
at the end 
of the tunnel 

Going to Washington, writes 
Abdel-Moneim Said, could 
have spelled disaster. Events 
since Sharm El-Sheikh have 
shown that this particular road to 
peace leads straight to a dead end 


President Hosni Mubarak's decision not to 
attend the Washington Summit means only one 
thing; other heads of state, and particularly the 
US president, were unab le to convince him that 
there is a light glimmering at the end of the 
Washington tunnel. Mubarak's well-known 
support for the peace process, his deep 
involvement in the Israeli-PaJestinian 
negotiations, the risks he has taken to promote 
an Arab- Israeli settlement, and his commitment 
to keeping Egypt at the centre of events in the 
region, nuke it clear that his decision not to 
attend was based on the conclusion that 
Netanyahu and Clinton have neither the desire 
□or the will to deal with obstacles to peace in 
the Middle East 

Mubarak has no interest in participating in 
side-shows that may help Netanyahu show die 
Israelis that recent events will not prevent him 
from doing business as usual with Arab leaders. 
Nor is he interested in joining Clinton's election 
campaign. Had the messages and telephone 
calls made by both the US president mid the 
Israeli prime minister during die past few days 
allowed Mubarak even to hope for substantive 
progress towards peace in the area, the situation 
may well have been different. In fact, only 
promises — and vague ones at that — were 
made. 

Recent events, as bloody as they have been, 
were only the tip of the iceberg. Bitterness at the 
Israeli and US approach to the entire peace 
process, which placed Israeli wishes (not 
necessarily interests) above the cause of peace 
in the region, runs deep and strong. Probably the 
aftermath of the Sharm El-Sheikh Summit was 
responsible for this disenchantment In calling 
for this summit Egypt made every effort ro 
bring 14 Arab states to accept not only peace 
with Israel but also the possibility of 
cooperation within a regional framework to 
guarantee Israeli security. Israeli policy 
regarding the Palestinians and in Lebanon, and 
US support for this policy, however, have made 
it well-nigh impossible for Egypt to continue its 
efforts. The election of a right-wing government 
beaded by a fanatic ideologue has made a 
reassessment of die peace process imperative. 
Netanyahu's sweeping declarations, trumpeted 
in both Israel and the US, have not made 
matters easier, and have given no credence to 
the argument that the new Israeli leader could 
be acting pragmatically in light of domestic and 
international constraints. 

Cairo's decision, nonetheless, was to give him 
the benefit of the doubt In Egypt, the emphasis 
he placed on commitment to Israeli obligations 
under the Oslo Accords gave reason for 
comfort Netanyahu's words, however, were not 
followed by deeds. Even his soft talk in Cairo 
was followed by harsh words of arrogance and 
intransigence. His series of negatives on the 
return of the Golan to Syria, a Palestinian state, 
Jerusalem, the withdrawal from Hebron, and 
other issues, soon made it clear that Netanyahu 
is not in the regional peace business. His goal, it 
is now abundantly clear, is Israeli hegemony, 
whereby the entire region will submit to Israel’s 
projects, agenda, and policy. The US’s stance, 
however, provokes even more anxiety, since it 
has failed to deliver on a process which it was 
committed to sponsoring. In fact, the Clinton 
administration seemed more interested in 
cosmetic moves, like the meeting between 
Arafat and Netanyahu, than in real progress on 
the ground. The US elections and foe 
concomitant fury, has provided foe Israeli 
premier with leverage that he intends to exploit 
to foe full. 

It would be myopic to presume that foe 
Egyptian decision not to attend the Washington 
meeting is only related to the events that 
followed Israel's insistence on opening foe 
tunnel connecting the Western Wall area to the 
Muslim quarter of old Jerusalem. The decision 
extends for beyond the tunnel incident, as 
important and sensitive as foe latter is. It stems 
from foe Egyptian conclusion that foe Netanyahu 
government is doing nothing to fulfil its Oslo 
obligations «Hxxrning Hebron, further 
redeployment, and final status. Meanwhile; the 
Egyptian government is by now quite aware that 
Israeli is building new settlements and squeezing 
Palestinians out of Jerusalem. 

Mubarak could not participate in a summit 
unless be was guaranteed an outcome that 
would put the peace process back on track. This 
guarantee was not offered. Mubarak was faced 
with a difficult choice. He could attend and 
come back with yet more proclamations of good 
wilt and schedules of more meetings- But this 
message would not be well received in Egypt or 
the rest of the Arab world, especially after the 
Arabs closed their ranks last June in Cairo. 

Then again, Mubarak could attend and risk a 
confrontation that would wreak havoc at foe 
conference and deepen die existing rift in 
Egypti an-US relations. Finally, be could opt not 
to attend at all,- thus minimis ing friction with 
Washington while facilitating more serious 
attempts to' resc ue pace in the region- In 
choosing the last optical; Mubarak made it clear 
to Israel and the US that Egypt must not be 
taken for granted while peace and Arab and 
' Palestinian interests must be taken more 
' seriously. 

The writer is the director of the Al-Ahram 
Centre for Political and Strategic Studies. 
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Cairo University students demonstrate on campus and burn the Israeli flag during protests this week. Israeli intransigence rekindled anti-Israeli sentiments despite 17 years of peace photo: MagdiHaym^ 

As the peace process went into deep crisis, Washington or-_ > ;4-; 

^ M _ M ■ ■ ganised an emergency summit, but Cairo stunned the world 

|M ■ Vm# by deciding to stay away. Nevfne Khalil reports on the; 

I | W Vi I U ■ yy ■ I ■ Vi Jf Egyptian position and the week's developments 


in a two-hour meeting on Monday. President Hosni 
Mubarak persuaded Palestinian leader Yasser Ar- 
afat to attend a summit in Washington, arranged by 
President Bill Clinton in an attempt to salvage foe 
Middle East peace process. But Mubarak himself 
decided to stay at borne. Explaining bis decision, be 
told reporters on Tuesday; “We are not pleased by 
foe statements and the obstinate stand of Israel con- 
cerning foe Palestinians." 

The emergency summit was called by Clinton fol- 
lowing four days of clashes last week between the 
Pales tinians and Israelis, which left 70 dead and 
hundreds injured. The violence was sparked by Is- 
rael's opening of an underground passage near foe 
Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. Clinton’s invitations 
went out to Jordan's King Hussein, Mubarak, Ar- 
afat and Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Ne- 
tanyahu. 

Alluding' to Netanyahu's determination to keep 
foe tunnel open, Mubarak said foe prime minister's 
statements were “discouraging" and “defied public 
opinion in foe Arab. Muslim, and Christian 
worlds". Mubarak also disapproved of Netanyahu's 
agenda for foe summit, namely an end to the vi- 
olence: “1 say that violence and terrorism will never 
come to an end unless foe peace process moves for- 
ward." he said. The other item on Netanyahu's 
agenda was relaunching foe frozen negotiations. *T 
ask, what kind of negotiations and negotiating 
what?" 

Mubarak rejected Netanyahu’s declaration that 
foe Oslo Accords need to be renegotiated to ac- 
commodate Israel's security requirements. Any ne- 
gotiations, Mubarak insisted, should grapple with 
final status issues like settlements, borders and Je- 
rusalem. 

Mubarak said he had made his “excuses" to Clin- 
ton on the eve of foe summit “I told him I am ready 
to help in any way, without being present in this sit- 
uation." 

Earlier, Mubarak had cited Egyptian public opin- 
ion, angered by Israeli violence against Palestinians 
and Netanyahu's disrespect for his Arab neigh- 
bours, as another reason for his absence from 
Washington. 

Egyptians and other Arabs were impressed by 
Mubarak's decision, seeing it as b demonstration of 
Arab national pride. Mubarak, however, made h 
clear that there were no hard feelings between Cairo 


and Washington, whose annual assistance to Egypt 
amounts to S2.1 billion. “We have very good re- 
lations with foe US and President Clinton," Mu- 
barak declared. “He understands our position.” 

Egypt expressed appreciation for Clinton's inter- 
vention to salvage foe peace process ai sucb a sen- 
sitive time — five weeks before foe American pres- 
idential election — especially as the outcome of his 
mediation is so uncertain. “President Clinton is do- 
ing his best although be is busy with his campaign." 
Mubarak said. “[He] is a very able and sincere man 
and I hope he will succeed." 

Mubarak said be wished for a “satisfactory [re- 
sult] with all my heart" at the four-way summiL 

Reports on Monday's meeting between Mubarak 
and Arafat in Alexandria suggested that the Pal- 
estinian leader was reluctant to travel to Washing- 
ton without Mubarak. Arafat had argued that an 
Egyptian presence was needed to counter-balance 
foe US, Israel's main ally. Mubarak stuck to his 
guns, but told reporters it was necessary for Arafat 
to attend “to fight through negotiations and explain 
to foe public that if foe peace process doesn’t move 
forward, it will be a disaster." 

In an interview with the Israeli Mooriv newspaper 
published on Tuesday, Mubarak said that he had 
talked Arafat into attending foe summiL arguing 
that even if be came under pressure during foe meet- 
ing be would still be “acting for foe good of [his] 
people.” Mubarak described peace as “so precious 
that it is worth any sacrifice". 

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa said Arafat had to 
attend “to say ‘yes’ when necessary and 'no' when 
he has to say no." Moussa doubted that the summit 
was a “w innin g card" for foe US administration, 
and American officials too were cautious not to to 
jump the gun. Secretary of State Warren Chris- 
topher said that “miracles" should not be expected. 
“This is an emergency situation." Christopher added 
that foe 'peace process was in “jeopardy" and the 
current situation “is probably foe worst threat it has 
had." 

But White House spokesman Mike McCurry said 
foe US was expecting results. “We are not here to 
make a lot of joyful statements about peace in foe 
Middle East We are here to do some very hard 
work," be said on the first day of foe summiL 

Mubarak stressed that other “alternatives” could 
be pursued if the Washington summit failed. The 


Egyptian leader had tried to arrange a summit in 
Cairo last weekend but his chief political adviser, 
Osama El-Baz. denied that Egypt was upset over 
foe change of venue. “The venue is not important 
The important thing is the conference and foe re- 
sults," be said He also denied earlier reports that 
Mubarak had made bis presence at foe summit con- 
ditional on foe closure of the controversial Je- 
rusalem tunnel. “Our only concent is for the peace 
process to produce tangible, concrete results on the 
ground," El-Baz said 

~ Israel had apparently refused to attend a Cairo 
summit Instead, said Arafat's top aide Nabil Abu 
Rudeina last Saturday. “The Israelis are offering a 
bilateral meeting at Erez.” a border post between Is- 
rael and foe Gaza Strip. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy said on Tues- 
day that holding the summit in Cairo would have 
exposed Israel to pressure. "Therefore, we preferred 
to bold it in Washington.” And Cabinet Secretary 
Danny Naveh said on Sunday: “The government of 
Israel’ welcomes [President Clinton’s] initiative to 
call the parties to come to Washington. This was 
our aim." 

Netanyahu travelled to Washington on Monday. 
King Hussein had arrived a few hours ahead of him. 
Jordan which, like Egypt is bound to Israel by a 
peace treaty 1 , blamed Israel For foe crisis in the peace 
process and warned that it was expecting real 
progress from the meeting. “We want concrete re- 
sults on foe ground and not just photos of summit 
participants," Information Minister Marwan Moasb- 
er said on Monday. 

Before leaving Cairo on Monday, Arafat said that 
“the most important thing is how to implement ac- 
curately and honestly what has been agreed upon." 
In an interview a day earlier, Arafat demanded foe 
closure of foe tunnel and a timetable for imple- 
menting the autonomy accords. Before heading for 
Washington, he said: “I'm not asking for foe 
moon." 

The unscripted summiL the second encounter be- 
tween Arafat and Netanyahu, did not schedule a 
tete-a-tete between the two. and officials in Wash- 
ington said that getting the two to sit together was 
an accomplishment in itself. The did sit privately 
over lunch on the first day, but if the summit fails 
violence will continue, and it is obvious that the sec- 
ond Intidada has already begun.moon_" 


Egyptians fall 
under Israeli bullets. : 

A RESIDENT of a Palestinian camp ' 
situated on the Egyptian side of the Rafah 
crossing point with Israel told Al-Ahrtutt - ~J- s 
Weekly that Israeli Apache helicopters 
fired a tirade of bullets on rioting ' V- 7 
Palestinians who crossed into Egypt ' 
dniing last week's dashes. One EgyptfamV^-d; 
officer and a Palestinian boy were IdHed - . 
as a result of the attack and another -.•/ 

Egyptian soldier was injured. . 

“The little boy was about 500 metres 
from the wire fence when he was shot," 
said the Palestinian, who requested . 

anonymity. “We bad to dive for cover or : ^ 

we would have all been killed." • . 7 > 

Accordlng to the camp resident, 
helicopter attacks began on Thursday >• - .■■*. 
morning, and continued through Friday. 
night Palestinian policemen came to *>' 
rescue the Palestinians, drawing heavier V. 
Israeli fire, he told. On Thursday, Israeli - v ' 
soldiers chasing protesters attempted to - 
tear down the barbed wore fence erected V 1 -" 
on tire borders between the two ro V. «- 

countries, he added. i \ /’ 

Meanwhile, the Egyptian-Isradi f- -v. 

Military Coordinating Committee, -- ■ ; • 

formed under the 1979 peace treaty to C " t r : ' 
ensure stability on the Egypt-Israd . \ 
border, met on Saturday evening to - 

discuss ways of complying with .- -vH; 

international laws relating to borders. 

Talks also focused on security measures.; 

Egyptian officials told the Weekly that ' 

Israel bad proffered assurances thatit * 

“would never even think of harming any.- m 
Egyptian". A 

As tension wound down, camp residents 
reported that calm has prevailed along. 
the border area since the be ginning of the fl£." 
week. Israeli authorities repaired the v’. 
barbed wire fence, and built concrete V- ri'i; . 
walls to surround checkpoints on its side f-. 
of the border. 


...and solidarity 


Egyptians erupted in fury against the opening of 3 % 
the Jerusalem tunnel and Israel’s suppression ; 6ff V>; 
the Palestinians. Shaden Shehab reviews reactions ’ ^ 



Demonstrations and sit-in strikes, fiery 
speeches, scathing editorials and cartoons — 
this was how Egypt demonstrated its anger at 
Binyamin Netanyahu’s opening of a tunnel 
near Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. Egyp- 
tians' fury was fuelled still further by Israel's 
subsequent brutal suppression of Palestinian 
protesters. Such is foe current climate that 
President Hosni Mubarak acknowledged that 
bis absence from foe Middle East summit in 
Washington, was, to some extent a response 
to public opinion. 

As political parties, professional syndicates 
and national and opposition newspapers tore 
Netanyahu to shreds, university students staged 
00 - campus demonstrations. Appeals were made 
to hah foe normalisation of relations with Israel 
and even for launching a jihad. 

In a joint statement last Thursday, opposition 
parties denounced what they described as a “Zi- 
onist plot targeting Al-Aqsa Mosque, as well as 
die suppression and massacre of the Pal- 
estinians." The statement stud that "what is tak- 
ing place on the usurped land of Palestine came 
as no surprise to foe Arab and Islamic nation.” 

The statement accused Israel of renounring its 
commitments under the Oslo Accords with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation. 

“The Zionist enemy considers that using bul- 
lets and weapons against the un- 
armed Palestinians who had taken 
to the streets to protest the Zionist 
attacks against Al-Aqsa Mosque, is 
the only language for dealing with 
the Arabs.. It is a language to 
which we should respond by mob- 
ilising our capabilities and taking a 
stand in older to regain the le- 
gitimate rights of the Palestinian 
people and the Muslim holy 
shrines,” foe statement said. 

And now that Israel's intentions 
are clear, Arab and Islamic govern- 
ments should “reconsider their 
stand, honestly and seriously, on 
what has been called the peace pro- 
cess.” The Arab states should pre- 
pare far a confrontation, foe state- 


ment added. 

In a separate statement, foe leftist Tagamrau 
Party praised President Mubarak’s decision to 
stay away from foe Washington Summit as a 
“step in the right direction." This step, the 
party said, should be followed by additional 
measures, mainly a “freeze" of ail normal- 
isation agreements with Israel and postponing 
foe Middle East/North Africa Economic con- 
ference, scheduled to be held in Cairo in No- 
vember. 

The party said that diplomatic and economic 
pressures should be put on Israel until it shows 
commitment to foe basics of a just and com- 
prehensive peace. 

Mosque preachers, led by Al-Azhar's Sheikh 
Sayed Tantawi, also denounced foe Israeli ac- 
tions and urged Muslims to unite in opposing 
them. “When we see Jews inflicting harm on 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque, then Muslims across foe 
world should unite to defend it even if this 
means that many of them will get killed. This is 
life, a struggle between right and wrong,” Tan- 
tawi said. 

Muslims should provide the Palestinians with 
all they need, whether money or weapons, and 
mosque preachers should mobilise die public. 
Tantawi said Thousands of worshippers at Al- 
Azbar offered prayers far foe Palestinian “mar- 
tyrs" last Friday and then attempted to march 
out of the mosque in an anti-Israel demonstra- 
tion. 

Pope Shenoudah IH, head of the Orthodox 
Coptic Church, told a rally at foe Doctors' Syn- 
dicate on Monday that the Jerusalem tunnel “is 
not just a tunnel, but an Israeli attempt to get rid 
of Al-Aqsa Mosque altogether." The Israeli ac- 
tions. be said “hurt the feelings of all of us, not 
only foe feelings of Muslims.” 

Shenoudah said that Arab armies should be 
strengthened “and some sort of action should be 
taken to force Israel to show respect for the Ar- 
abs." Unity is foe Arabs' strong weapon, he 
added 

The Doctors' Syndicate condemned the open- 
ing of foe tunnel as a “criminal attack" on the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque and also denounced foe “ruth- 
less massacre” of the Palestinian people. In a 


statement the syndicate urged Arab govern- 
ments to “stop all forms of normalisation” of re- 
lations with Israel and to boycott foe November 
economic summit 

Students at Cairo University marched around 
campus throughout the week, shouting anti- 
Israeli slogans and calling for revenge. They 
also burned an Israeli flag. 

At a campus rally, students of the Faculty of 
Commerce invited volunteers to join a jihad 
[holy war] to defend foe holy sites and urged 
the cancellation of the economic summit and 
the breaking off of relations with Israel. 

Gamal Badawi, editor of foe opposition news- 
paper Al-Wqfd , urging an Egyptian boycott of 
the Washington SummiL wrote that it would 
“place Egypt in a position of of bargaining with 
a war criminal [Netanyahu] who is torpedoing 
foe peace process and pushing foe region to foe 
threshold of war.” He described Netanyahu as a 
"scoundrel” who should not be trusted. 

“We gave him a chance to alter his ugly im- 
age when he came to Cairo, but be sold us hol- 
low words and lies and then returned to con- 
tinue his destructive policies and pursue his 
plans to eliminate foe Pales tinian*, " Badawi 
wrote. “So. why should we put our hand in a 
hand that is covered with blood? What is the 
use of mediation now that foe peace process has 

reached a dead end?” 

In a separate editorial. Badawi praised the 
Palestinian people for their “courageous stand” 
and urged them to keep fighting the Israelis. 
“Palestinian people, now you know your way. 
Go ahead and pursue your goal of freedom, dig- 
nity and humanity. Don’t listen to the whispers 
of those who are subjugated and humiliated. 
They have deceived you_. Peace is only a cov- 
er-up tor humiliation. Do not throw away your 
weapons, since weapons are your only way of 
survival." 

A cartoon in an Arabic- language news- 
paper sbows Netanyahu's adviser telling foe 
prime minister “They [foe Egyptians] no- 
ticed that you have been upset by foe nick- 
name Neten Yahu [foe rotten one], so they 

have chosen another name for you, Efen 
Yahu [the stinking one].” 


—J7 

IAA head 
received in Cairo 



NaMI Osman, head of the Information Author- 
ity, with Norman Vale, IAA Director, New York. 

Nabii Osman, head of the Public Information 
Authority, received Norman Vale, IAA 
director in New York, who arrived in Cairo to 
review the arrangements taken for holding 
the 36th IAA Congress in Cairo in 1998. 

The thread ay conference will be held 
under the auspices of President Hosni . 
Mubarak. 

Adel Afifi, president of the IAA, Egyptian 
Chapter, and general manager of thes 
Advertising Department and board member; .’ 
of A!-Ahram, attended the meeting. ", 

Al-Ahram Establishment is the organiser of 
the 1998 congress. 
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The road 
to October 


: 23 years ago, Egyptian forces 
; crossed the Suez Canal, 

;; destroyed the “impregnable" Bar 
• Lev line, and opened the way for 
the liberation of Sinai. Gaial 
! Nassar attends an anniversary 
^seminar analysing the 
preparations for the October . 
JiVVar, and its-consequences 


.^Political and military experts, speaking at a 
f^pefence Mmistryseinmatreco unted bow the 
^October 1 973^wWsbatteredih£TsraeU theory of 
.Vtheir nation's impregnability and opened the 
Lvivay for a peace tremy between .Egypt and Israel ' 
-^,'six years later. The semmar mnzkedfoe23fd 
r * anniversary of what the late. President Anwar' •' - 
^£i-Sadat pledged would be the lest war between 
?*Jhe two countries. 

Military historian, Maj. Gen. [retr’d] Oamal 
>£ Hammad said that, ■following the defeat of 1967, 


.V'-Jgypt's politico-military objective was defined 
-has “Uqiridatmg the -consequences bfthe 


the 


(-Aggression” or liberating the Occupied 
t^emtories.by force. According to Hammad, 
■Slate President Gamal Abdel-Nlsserbad 
£“steterrnmed that this target should be Achieved ' 
“^ynthin three or four years. 

In pursuit of this objective, the armed forces 
I -Veie rebuilt during a "phase of steadfastness" 
which continued until August 1968 and included 
i .. the battle of Ras Al-Esh in July 1967 and the 
| sinking of the Israeli destroyer Eilat in October 
; of the same year. This was followed by a . 
i six-month phase of “active defence", which 
"continued until February 1969 and featured ; 
night-time commando raids across the Suez 
Canal — limited in number and scope. The war 
of attrition brake out afterwards *— a series of 
small-scale strikes and counter-strikes by 
Egyptian and Israeli forces, which; "amounted to 
a real war along, and behind, the confrontation 
line," particularly after the two sides began 
using their air forces. Thiswar continued until a 
cease fire was arranged as a result of American 
mediation in August 1 970. Hammad said. 

He argued that the war of attrition was a " 
necessity, both to. maintain the state of military . 
tension and to put pressure on Israel, which . , 
stood to suffer human and material losses. The 
biggest challenge to Egypt was Israel’s decision 
in July 1969 to bring its air force into die war, 
which was followed by Israeli air attacks on the 
Abu Zaabal factory and BahrAl-B&qar school, 
both in the Nile Delta. Bur even these Israeli . 
actions led indirectly to positive results; 

Hammad said, because the Soviet Union was 
then persuaded to provide Egypt witii. 
anti-aircraft missiles which were installed west - 
of the Suez CanaL 

According to Maj. Gen. Abdel-Saltar Amin 
[retr’d], an adviserto the prime minister, one of 
the undeclared objectives of &erwar of attrition 
was to put pressure dm the Soviet Umonth ^ . 
provide Egypt with advanced weaponry: “The 
only way to show Soviet readers the deficiencies 
of Egypt's planes arid air defence equipment • 
was to pm them to the test against the 
American-made Israeli arsenal," Amin said. \ 
Even so, Moscow did not provide Egypt with : ■ 
advanced SAM missiles until Nasser threatened 
to resign and hand over power to “someone who 
could deal with the Americans.” he added. 

Amin argued that Nasser’s post-1967 policy 
ran counter to that of the Soviet Union's. While 
Nasser believed that “what was taken by force 
would only be regained by force," the Soviets, 
fearing that another Middle East war could lead 
to a confrontation between the two 
super-powers, preferred to try for a peaceful 
settlement. 


Preparations for the 1973 war; involving not 
just the armed forces but the entire nation, began 


immediately alter the 1967 defeat, said Maj.. 
Gen. [retr’d] Hassan El-Gredli, a former director 
of military operations. However, taking the 
decision to go to war was a major challenge. He 
told the seminar that the decision was taken at 
the end of 1972 afterpolitical efforts to secure 
•an Israeli withdrawal ended in failure. 

A decision also had to be matte on, foe.sbape 
the war would take. Excluding^ revival of- the ' 
war of attrition, the political leadership opted 
for a “limited war r in the 7 form of . a strong Wow 
coming from more than one Arab front, to . 
realise limited strategic objectives." And in 
order to defeat an Israeli strategy that retied on 
Witz action, that war had to continue for as 
long as possible, El-Gredli said. The war's 
political objective was to *foreak the political 
stalemate, end the 'state of bo-wat, oo-peace 
and alter the strategic balance in the Middle 
East by creating political conditions that were 
conducive to the effective use of all Arab 
resources." 

Coordination with'Syria was a baric factor in 
making preparations for this war, El-Gredli 
added. _ ; 

Presidential adviser Osama El-Baz recounted 
_ bow politicians had taken over from foe military 
^■following the war, and began negotiations that 
'‘c limax ed with the signing of the 1979-peace 
treaty. According to El-Baz. foe 1973 war not 


only shattered foe Israeli theory of security but 
had a 


I also dealt a fetal Wow to the myth of Israeli 
superiority.-- ' " - : 

Before the war, the Arabs were aligned to me. 
Soviet Union, and Israel to foe USA. But to 
make the war jxifflible, foe Egyptian political . 
leadership expelled foe Soviet military advisers. 
“Therefore,*^ be said. that tmeof foe most . 
important results of foe October War wag that it 
V aided the polarisation of foe region." El-Baz 
v$aidL This was coupled with theemergeiice of 
the Americans as the principal mediators in the 
*i peace process launched after the war ended, he 
t added. . 

■ The war also led both the Arabs and Israel to 
change their concept of peace; “Israel began to 
realise foe importance of peaceful co-existence 
with the Arabs;" said El-Baz."Andfoe Arabs, 
who had previously held a narrow view of peace 
■as foe termination of belligerency, also acquired 
a new understanding of peace as a statethat 
includes a network of relations and interests 

which negate the need for further war." 

Future peace efforts wereto Salt however, ns 
a result of obstacles created by Israel and by 
imcr-Arab differences. The situation remained 
deadlocked until President Sadat’s visit to 

Jerusalem. which,. El-Baz swd/^heiedthe . • ■ 
situation radically and made capital of foe 1973 
war." ' . ' 

According to EF-Baz, the Egyptian oqjechye 
was to reach a col lec rive Arab peace with Israel, 
proof of which wa& font a seal was reserved for 
“> . the Palestinians atthe Mena House talks of / 
'December iy77m£S&a. Bid foe Pakatinians. 

■ failed to attend: ". .. 




Nafie (right) looks on as Taymour Hassib, general manager of Al- Abram’s print shop, explains some high-tech features 


photos: Mohamad Ei-QH 


IN READINESS for the 
ceremony inaugurating its 
new, state-of-the-art print 
shop in 6 October City, 
Chairman of the Board and 
Editor-In-Chief Ibrahim Nafie 
this week Inspected the 
“giant” presses, 43-km 
south west of Cairo, along 
the Fayoum road. 

Hailed by AS-Aitram 
Organisation as its 
“gateway to the 21st 
century”, the new print shop 
is fully automated, featuring 
the latest in printing 
technology to be found 
anywhere in the world. 

The new presses, with a 
capacity to chum out 80,000 
newspapers every 20 
minutes, have already had a 
soft opening. Issues of the . 
Af-Ahram daily, printed at 
the 6 October presses, have 
been distributed at 
newsstands for some 
weeks. 

The new print shop will 
feature a printing museum, 
Including a still-operating 
87-year-old, British-made, 
printing machine. 


Cairo’s ‘not 


a catering 


service 


President Hosni Mubarak’s 
decision to decline Bill Clinton’s 
invitation to a Washington 
summit had the world media 
buzzing with speculation. The 
president’s chief political adviser 
Osama El-Baz spoke to Nevine 
Khalil about his view of the 
current situation 



Israeli Foreign Minister. David Levy said after 
the announcement of the four-way Washington 
Summit that Israel had refused Egypt as a ve- 
nue for Israelis and Palestinians to meet 
It is not (rue that Israel refused to come to Cairo. 
The Israelis wanted very much for Egypt to host 
the summit, but they [retreated] after learning that 
Egypt is asking for certain requirements in order 
to guarantee foe success of foe conference. It's 
. only natural that if you host a meeting you want 
-certain indications it will be successful, because 
you arc not a catering service. This is a political 
meeting. „ otherwise, there is no point 
We wanted Israel to accept timetables con- 
taining certain dates, for foe. implementation of 
their obligations: We said: ‘You are under certain 
obligations and in Cairo you must announce that 
you are committing yourself to carry out these ob- 
ligations. What is required of you is to tell us 
when exactly you are going to honour these com- 
mitments, especially regarding redeployment in 
Hebron, Areas B and C and [to stop] taking any 
steps in Jerusalem or elsewhere which violate the 
agreements or foe spirit of peace or foe rights of 
foe Arabs, both Muslims and Christians.’ 

The second factor was that they found out that 
the American administration was willing to host 
foe meeting in case Egypt declined to do so, that 
there was an alternative. 


of policy adopted by the Israeli government is not 
working and it is very dangerous. 


Can this accnmnlated rejection among Israelis 
cause Netanyahu's government to fall? 

Israeli public opinion can force foe new Israeli gov- 
ernment to change its course because Israel cannot 
be pressured from abroad at all; it has to come from 
inside. What’s important is that foe government 
changes its course, not [necessarily] that it falls. 


lations currently. especiaDy after weeks of ten- 
sions and hostile statements from both capitals? 
If the present Israeli policy continues unchanged, it 
is likely to produce a greater degree of strain be- 


cause you cannot create an ‘artificial' improvement 
of relations. It is likely to antagonise public opinion 


in all Arab countries, nol only in Egypt 


You cannot talk about foe policy of any country 

abl 

ion. Public opinion here weighs heavily on foe gov- 


Would you describe Netanyahu's actions as po- 
litical naivete or plain hawkish bullying? 

It is a combination of ideological rigidity, a hard- 
line [policy] which is expressed in certain logical 
terms from their point of view, and a lack of ex- 
perience. It's not a question of political naivete, but 
a mailer of not knowing bow far things can go, 
what can work and what can’t. He does not know- 
foe limitations of the power of a single party: be be- 
lieves that by bolding steadfast to his view, no one 
can change it 


in a vacuum because it is influenced by public opin- 

v, ’lj 

eminent and President Mubarak believes in a re- 
sponsive government. 

As President Mubarak said. Egypt's public opin- 
ion was against Egypt's participation in foe Wash- 
ington summit, so he didn’t go. If Israeli policies are 
rejected and heavily protested by Egyptian public 
opinion- then foe Egyptian government cannot pro- 
ceed in a different direction. The government is not 
going to swim against the [tide] of public opinion. 


is that foe area is unstable and th3t foe peace process 
is going through a phase of uncertainty, foe foreign 
investors will be hesitant to invest and [local] in- 
vestors will be inhibited from' indulging m inter- 
state cooperation. 

The economic conference does not necessarily 
mean that Israel, will be included in every project, 
because foe region does not only encompass Israel. 


Would you say that the damage has already been 
done regarding the chances of success of MENA 
III? 

No. foe damage has not yet been done, but we be- 
lieve that if foe atmosphere continues as it is, this 
will definitely reflect on foe conference negatively. 
This is an eventuality which we don’t want to see 
happen. 


What is your view of Israel's policies under 
Prime Minister Blnyamin Netanyahu and of 
the situation inside Israel? 

The Israeli leadership has to realise that its pol- 
icies are not going to work because no Arab is 
going to accept them or tolerate them, and that 
they cannot impose them on the Arabs. Any 
statesman cannot maintain this view, while seeing 
that foe only thing it -mil lead to is bloodshed. 

Israel itself is suffering and the economic im- 
pact of this is going to be felt. The economic 
community is very unhappy. Many politicians and 
{average] Israelis who have lived in the promise 
of a new era of reconciliation are very, very con- 
cerned.’ Many of them are as apprehensive as we 
are. 


What bargaining chips do the Arabs hold in the 
face of Netanyahu’s obstinacy? 

The Arabs have foe option of not accepting his pol- 
icy. Whatever steps are taken by the Israeli govern- 
ment in such a direction should be rejected. Pan of 
this rejection is legal and political tike registering 
objections in foe United Nations and another part is 
on foe ground when steps are taken to alter the stat- 
us quo. like settlement expansions. This can be 
[physically] confronted, which creates a lot of fric- 
tion and the Israeli general public will realise the 
dangers involved in [Israel’s] new policy. 


How can we tap into the peace-seeking force 
building up among the Israelis? 

The Arabs must address foe Israeli people in a 
proper, honest and sincere way. We nave 'to em- 
phasise that we want peace and that peace dictates 
just and logical requirements, agreed upon by 
both parties in foe past We don't wont to alter 
what has been agreed upon; all we want is a com- 
mitment that it will be implemented. 

It would be a mistake for foe Arabs- to think of 
Israel as a monolithic structure, that all [Israelis] 
are foe same because there are deep divisions in- 
side IsraeL Arabs should also make it plain to 
Jewish communities- -abroad that foe present line 


President Mubarak said that the next Intifada 
will be more than stone throwing. Can yon elab- 
orate? 

President Mubarak was expressing his fears and 
misgivings. It was proven beyond doubt from past 
experience that frustration, hopelessness and de- 
spair lead to foe use of certain degrees of force. The 
degree of force available and known to foe Pal- 
estinians is foe Intifada in different forms. 

In foe early days, they resorted to the mere throw- 
ing of stones and then retreating. Later, they used 
stones [and stood their ground] to confront foe Is- 
raelis. It became a confrontation rather than a prot- 
estation. Now foe Israelis complain that the Pal- 
estinian police joined in the [recent] Intifada. We 
don't want to see the Palestinian police and the Is- 
raeli military shooting at each other because ft 
would be catastrophic, and the vicious circle of vi- 
olence would become intolerable. 

Our fear and suspicion is that unless the Israeli 
government changes its vision and moves towards 
foe implementation of the agreements signed with 
foe Palestinians, this will happen. 


What is your evaluation of the Washington con- 
ference and your expectations from it? 

We sympathise with the Americans and we know 
they meant well, but unfortunately, given foe ob- 
jective factors that exist one cannot foresee any 
tangible and meaningful result The US administra- 
tion tried to bring foe Palestinian and Israeli lead- 
ership together to find a minimum of common 

ground in an .attempt to move foe 

peace process, but it is obvious that 
foe US cannot force this on the new 
Israeli government 

We hope that they could deliver, but 
all indications point to the fact that 
these hopes are not justified. 

The Americans believe that foe sum- 
mit will produce a new momentum for 
peace and an Israeli commitment to sit 
down and negotiate continuously with 
foe Palestinians. 


Does Egypt already have projects read)* to be 
finalised during the summit? 

Several projects have been prepared relating to re- 
gional cooperation. Some are regional [multi- 
lateral], others are confined to one or two countries. 
We are at foe stage of promoting these projects and 
informing foe investment community of foe op- 
portunities that exist for investment and coop- 
eration. It ail depends on foe situation on the 
ground. 


How would you evaluate Egyptia n-Isra eli re- 


What are the targets of the third 
Middle East/North Africa Confer- 
ence (MENA HI) scheduled in No- 
vember? 

Basically, our target is attracting the 
maximum foreign investment possible 
to foe region and Egypt, which is an 
important country in the Middle East 
and where the outlook for economic 
growth is great. 

Anoibe-r target is to pave foe way for 
regional cooperation and inter-state 
cooperation, not between governments 
but business communities. The idea] 
situation would be that all regional 
powers would cooperate rn projects 
benefiting the entire region, like an 
electricity grid linked with Europe. 

If foe atmosphere is gloomy and 
tense and the participants' perception 


Protest walkout 


The recent Israeli atrocities in the Occupied 
Territories prompted an Egyptian-Palestinian 
walkout of a regional conference on tourism 
in Tunis, forcing a cancellation of the 

crashes conference meeting - Rehab saad reports 


A meeting of the Middle East-Mediterranean 
Travel and Tourism Association [MEMTTAJ 
was cancelled shortly after ft opened in Tunis 
earlier this week when the Palestinian delega- 
tion walked out and foe Egyptians followed suit 
in solidarity. The P alestinians said they were 
withdrawing, as soon as foe association's board 
of governors met, to protest foe Israeli damp' 
down an then countrymen in the. occupied ter- 
ritories. 

,- ‘The Egyptian delegation also walked - out in 
protest of foe Israeli atrocities. Is light of foe 
withdrawal by two main countries, the meeting 
was cancelled by Cyprus, chair of the council of 
governors.” said; Nabila. El-Khodari, under- 
sccne tat y&t fee Ministry of Tourism and bead of 
die Egyptian delegation. 

■ The board of' governors includes govern- 
mental tourist bodies from Egypt. Jordan, Cy- 
prus. Turkey, -Palestine, Tunisia and Israel. Tbe 
association’s doner lists four main countries: 
Egypt; Palestine, Israel and Jordan, and slates 
that meetings are illegal if any of them is absent. 


"MEMTTA is a Middle East tourist organ- 
isation. How can we imagine any kind of coop- 
eration in foe tourist field without peace in the 
region? Who dares come to foe area?” El- 
Khodari asked foe board of governors in ex- 
plaining Egypt's withdrawal 
She added that Egypt was the regional “peace 
pioneer" and a strong supporter of MEMTTA 
and its objectives, but the atmosphere in foe re- 
gion was not conducive to communication 
among tbemember countries. 

Tbe Egyptians who walked out were both 
government officials and private entrepreneurs. 
“The executive council, which consists of pri- 
vate sector representatives from the par- 
ticipating countries, started its work a day be-, 
fore tiie tunnel was opened in Jerusalem. We 
prepared an agenda to be submitted to the board 
of governors. When the Egyptians on tbe board 
withdrew, however, we look action to support 
than," said Ezzeddio El-Shabrawi, a tourism 
e n trepre n eur and head of the executive council. 
He said tbe primary target of foe executive 


council is to market the report jointly. "But how 


can there be joint marketing by countries locked 
lict?" be 


in conflict?" be asked. 

Tourism and peace are inter-related, declared 
Mamdouh El-Beftagui. Egypt’s minister of tour- 
ism. adding that stability and security are es- 
sential if tourism is to flourish. "This stability will 
remain unattainable unless there is a just peace, 
based on foe principle of trading land for peace 
and respect for all agreements signed between 
governments, both past and present” be said. 

MEMTTA became foe regional coordinating 
body for travel and tourism for foe Middle East, 
Eastern Mediterranean, Gulf states and North 
Africa at foe Amman economic summit in Oc- 
tober 1995. At the time, its charter was signed 
by Egypt. Cyprus. Israel, Jordan, foe Palestinian 
Authority, Morocco, Turkey and Tunisia 

The association is considered tbe first regional 
economic body to emerge from foe Middle East 
peace process. Its primary target is to increase 
travel to and within foe region and to develop 
tourism industries in member countries. 
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Restricting 

emergency 

powers 

A wad El-Morr, 

Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Constitu- 
tional Court, ex- 
amines the opera- 
tion of emergency laws 


Article 147 of the Constitution, was framed with the 
intention of enabling fee president to deal with crit- 
ical situations, arising in fee absence of the People's 
Assembly, which necessitate his taking prompt meas- 
ures that have the force of law [dccrec-laws]. InCase 
No. 28 for fee second judicial year, decided on fee 4 
May, 198S the constitutional issue addressed to the 
court was the invalidity or otherwise of decree-law 
No. 44 (1979) amending Law No. 25 (1929) con- 
cerning personal status, upon allegations feat fee en- 
actment of that decree-law was not rooted in powers 
legally delegated to fee president, feus contravening 
Article 108 of the Constitution. In addition, the peti- 
tioners claimed, the state of emergency referred to in 
Article 147 of the Constitution - in respect of which 
the president has the power to intervene by decisions 
having the force of law- has not been established. 

In deciding this case, the court held fee opinion feat 
the questioned decree-law was void, basing its argu- 
ment on the following considerations: 

• Constitutional provisions demarcate the norms 
upon which fee regime of governance is founded. 
Being superior to other rules of mandatory character, 
all legislations have to adhere thereto. In addition, 
constitutional limitations delineate not only fee ‘orig- 
inal’ functions mainly attributed to every branch of 
the government, but also other derogative functions 
of ‘exceptional nature’ allocated thereto. The latter 
assignments are so qualified in view of their de- 
parture from fee general rule tty winch powers as- 
cribed to evety governmental branch must be aligned 
with its no rmal activities, with fee consequence feat 
exceptional mandates of fee executive are exhaustive- 
ly enumerated, cautiously defined, and narrowly for- 
mulated in order to require their prudent and re- 
strained application. 

In principle, tire power to legislate in all domains, is 
the omnipotence of the People's Assembly as pro- 
vided for by Article 86 of the Constitution. However, 
in consequence of the eventual emergence of com- 
pelling situations which may arise in the absence of 
parliament, the Constitution exceptionally conferred 
on tire president the power to legislate wife a view to 
meeting such crucial situations requiring prompt and 
indispensable measures. In shaping Article 147 of 
the Constitution, tire framers were perc ep tive not to 
allow the transformation of an exceptional privilege 
into an absolute rigfrL To this end, a balance has 
been struck between tire exigencies of fee principle of 
fee separation of powers on fee one hand, and tire 
practical need to face drastic situations which had 
arisen in tire absence of the ordinary legislature on tire 
other hand. In 1™ with tire dimensions of this con- 
ceived balance. Article 147 of the Constitution was 
drafted, stating: 

Para one: 

"Where in the absence of tire People’s Assembly, a 
situation occurs necessitating tire taking' of prompt 
measures which cannot endure retardation, tire pres- 
ident shall accordingly take decisions- laving the 
force of law.” 

Para two: ” 

“These decisions must be submitted to the People’s 
Assembly within fifteen days following fear issuance 
if tire Assembly is standing, and on its first meeting if 
bong dissolved or its sessions suspended. Where tire 
respective decisions are not submitted thereto, then- 
force of law shall ipso facto and ab initio be withheld 
without rendering a decision to this effect If dis- 
approved after being submitted to the Assembly, their 
adjunctive force of law shall be waived wife retroac- 
tive effect, unless the Assembly sanctions their ef- 
ficacy (hiring the previous period, or otherwise adjust 
tire effects resulting therefrom.” 

• The exceptional Dature of the president’s privilege 
unde r tins article, has been ascertained by its rigid re- 
quirements. Indeed, limitations on the exercise of fins 
power are two-fold: firstly by demanding fire exercise 
of that exceptional privilege in the absence of tire 
People’s Assembly, and secondly by linking its ex- 
ercise wife tire occurrence of threatening situations 
exacting fire taking of unavoidable measures. Ev- 
idently, the court affirmed, observance or neglect of 
such limitations, shall fell within its exclusive power 
of judicial review which shall also embrace tire sub- 
mission of tire respective presidential decisions to fee 
People’s Assembly, either for approv al or fix: the ad- 
justment of their effects. 

• According to tile explanatory note of fee chal- 
lenged decree-law No. 44 (1979) which amended 
both law No. 25 (1920) and Law No. 25 (1939) con- 
cerning certain provisions on personal states, more 
than 50 years bad passed since fee adoption of these 
laws, during widen period societal values sustained 
dramatic material and moral changes which initiated 
new concepts and patterns of conduct With this in 
view, the note domed, standing legal family re- 
lationships have proven to be incomplete or in- 
adequate, feus burdening tire judiciary wife tire prob- 
lem of meeting fire dominant current chang es wife an 
evolving standard of judicial relief adaptive to Islam- 
ic law. 

In addition to what tire explanatory note portrayed 
tire state-minister for the amirs of tire People's As- 
sembly claimed that immemorial time had elapsed 
since 1905, and that henceforth all efforts to re- 
structure family Jaws had dramatically faded, wife the 
consequence that both Law No. 25 (1902) and Law 
25 (1929) g ove rni ng family affairs remained un- 
changed. Had the challenged decree not been enacted-* 
in due time by the president, he said, the People's As- 
sembly would have taken years to introduce tire re- 
quired amendments. Failure to behave in response to 
these pressing societal needs, demonstrates, in his 
opinion, a stale of emergency in respect of which a 
“revolutionary” decision has to be taken 

• The above clarifications advanced by that minister 
were branded by the court as bong misleading, er- 
roneous, inconclusive and way behind meeting tire 
constitutional requirements set forth in this regard. 
Elaborating on this point, the court asserted that seek- 
ing to amend long-standing family relationships, is 
far from being a drastic situation nailing for inter- 
vention wife exceptional emergency powers. 

•Indeed, tire completion of lacuna In a legal system 
along wife the introduction of new legal norms cop- ■ 
ing with claimed social changes are attributaries of 
the discretionary power of the legislature as part of its 
strive to bring about consistency and harmonised fea- 
tures in tire legal edifice. Bearing this in mind, tire 
challenged decree — which has no relevance to the 
existence of a state of emergency and its stringent re- 
quirements under Article 147 of the Constitution — is 
to be held void. Added to this is tire legal preposition 
that the adoption by the People’s Assembly of that 
decree-law after its submission thereto, does not 
mean its incorporation into tire category of laws or- 
dinarily enacted by that Assembly, nor does it imply 
that constitutional contraventions which that decree 
had embraced have been rectified, but simply denotes 
snsfcammeat of its acquired force of law. 



Records of savagery 


?o 


rights centre is working on a documentary film highlighting the nightmarish experiences 
of the 1956 and 1967 wars. Dina Ezzat listened to their testimony 


of Egyptian 


Fouad Hegazi is a civil servant, a 58- 
year-old married man with grown chil- 
dren. To his friends, he is also a hero. An 
ex-soldier, he was captured by fee Israeli 
amzy in 1967 and taken to (he notorious 
Atlid prisoner-of-war camp, where he 
survived a regime of torture and brutality 
which killed many ofhis comrades. 

“Faces and hands covered wife dark 
blood. Dry blood clots across dis- 
membered bodies. Broken ribs. Faces of 
captured soldiers contorted with the 
straggle to keep mi breafemg.” These are 
Hegazx’s vivid memories of his nine- 
month period of captivity in tire Atlid 


rife a fired stare, awkward gestures 
and occasional nervous laughter, Hegazi 
told his story to veteran cinema actress 
Nadia Lulfi for a film being mark by Os- 
ama Khalil of the Legal Rights Research 
Centre (LRRC) to document tire tes- 
timony of POWs who survived tins and 
other camps. In his house in the Nile Del- 
ta town of Mansoura, Hegazi relived tire 
memories “that have never really be- 
come memories, because they have nev- 
er left my mind.” 

“The Israelis loaded us onto a garbage 
truck. The stench was awfnL No one 
could imagine how disgusting it was. 
And the way they loaded os: one on top 
of fee other just like garbage. The hu- 
miliation was enonnous.” 

And so was tire pain. Over 150 Egyp- 
tian POWs were examined into each 
truck, many of them wounded and some 
unable to move because of serious in- 
juries. 

There was worse to come. The Israelis 
wanted to know if there were any Pal- 


estinians amongst Hegazi's fellow pris- 
oners. 

“In my group there were no Pal- 
estinians. But tire Israelis did not believe 
if So they forced us to lie on tire ground 
and ordered two tunics to drive towards 
us. They told us that if we did not iden- 
tity the Palestinians, they would order 
the tanks to drive on." 

In Hegazi’s case, tire tanks stopped just 
in time. “But it was only at the last mo- 
ment, when the tanks were less than an 
inch away from us feat their commander 
ordered them to stop. It was terrifying,” 
he said. 

Hosm Abdel-Hadi, another PQ W, was 
driven to fee A did ca m p in a different 
garbage truck. The Israeli officer in 
charge of Abdd-Hadi’s group also re- 
sorted to fee “tank technique,” except 
that this tim e the tanks did not stop. 
“There were about a hundred of us on the 
ground. Each tank rolled over three pris- 
oners and flattened them to the ground. It 
was only then that the Israeli commander 
told them to stop,” Abdel-Hadi re- 
membered. 

Both Hegazi’s and Abdd-Hadi’s 
groups were then taken to a train and 
loaded into freight cars. “There were no 
windows in the carriage. Nothing to 
bring in air. It was Hke being buried 
alive,” said Abdd-Hadi. 

“It was impossible to move. There 
were bodies underneath me and bodies 
on top of me. As the lack of oxygen start- 
ed to take its toll on us, we scratched fee 
carnage’s wooden wall and managed to 
carve a little hole that brought us some 
air,” Hegazi recalled. 

Looking at tire train, Abdel-Hadi had a 


fo retaste of fee suffering that lay ahead. 
“I tried to mflifp the Israeli commander 
kill me. But he kept on Celling me Egyp- 
tian, you want to die. I know you want to 
die and, therefore, I am not going to kill 
you,” be said. 

Arrival at the omip after fee hours- 
long train journey provided another op- 
portunity for Israeli brutality. 

“There was a big ditch foil of prickly 
cacti. They threw us into the ditch and or- 
dered us to run across it. The thorns rare 
at our bodies and we bled profusely,” re- 
membered Abdel-Hadi. Having genre for 
days with no water, food, or medical care 
the wounded POWs were in a terrible 
state when they arrived at the Ariid 
camp. • 

“Our wounds were agony. I am talking 
about people seeing worms coming out 
of their injured arms,” Hegazi recalled. 
“We were also terribly filthy. Our bodies 
were covered with lice.” 

Egyptian POWs were given hardly any 
food or water. “They gave us only fee 
minimum to keep us alive, so that they 
could go on torturing os,” said Abdel- 
Hadi. 

A man who asked for water was sure 
not to get ft. The Israelis, other ex-POWs 
testified, would bring fee water and spill 
it on the ground, rather titan give it to the 
prisoner. 

Lack of toilet facilities was another 
chronic problem. More often than not, 
the POWs had to defecate in their own 
cells. Conditions m Atlid only began to 
improve after the Red Cross came to the 
camp. 

The framer prisoners gave more than 
four hours of testimony to Nadia Lutfi. 


“It is so sad that we have to make peo- 
ple relive these memories, when they 
suffered terrib ly to defend our country,” 
she “It is painful for every one of 
us feat our heroes and soldiers had to be 
subjected to this brutal torture by fee en- 
emy. But we have to do it. We have to 
record their testimony for tire world to 
know.” 

Hegazi, Abdel-Hadi and other ex- 
prisoners do not find talking about Israeli 
atrocities as upsetting as dunking that 
tfaeir stori es might go unhear d or that 
people might forget what they view as 
the true nature of Israeli society. “They 
are a war-like tribe. They have no mercy 
and no humanity,” said Hegazi. “As I fol- 
low tire news of the revival of the In- 
tifada in tire last few days, I feel that it is 
tire right thing to do. The Israelis don’t 
care for peace. They just don’t” 

Khalil and Lutfi started filming this 
week. They are p lanning to visit other 
govemorates and meet with more former 
POWs who were taken by the Israelis in 
tire wars of 1956 and 1967, as well as tire 
families of missing soldiers. 

“We are having a bit of a problem find- 
ing enough people, especially those who 
fought in the 1956 War,” said Khalil. He 
is contacting all potential sources, and 
plans to put an advertisement in tire 
newspapers to encourage people to con- 
tact him, Khalil and Lutfi hope to com- 
plete their documentary by the be gi n nin g 
of January. 

News of the extent of torture and kill- 
ing in Israeli prisoner of war camps be- 
gan to unfold a few months ago when 
Miachel Bar-Zohar, a retired Israeli of- 
ficial and an army veteran, told the ferae- 



Brothers divided 


u mema. uw 

army cooks stab to death three Egyptian-,;., 
prisoners during tire 1967 War, Other fe^ vv 
raeli officials, who served in either of ^ . 
both wars, also admitted that 
Egyptian POWs were shot after capture . 

on the grounds that tire Isra elis (fi d nqfci^^ 
have enough guards to escort .them. . . 

“Of course -many Egyptian sokSax ^ 
were killed in Israeli prisoner of wat^ **' 
camps,” said lawyer Magda Fafin. Fatis - 
was approached by tire families of same 0 — 
missing soldiers to file a lawsuit agtenst^ 
tire Israeli government. “We are talking.^. . 
about soldiers who were reported as b(Kj,£j 
ing taken prisoner by tire feraeHs and-^^ 
who never came bade," sire said. =. -- ? jaggr - 

Fatih believes that it is tire Egy^tiani^. 
government’s duty to pursue these ' . 

flies’ claims for compensation from the^^ 
Is rae li government “But unfortunate^:^ 

our government does not seem to be ' 

terested,” she said. . ' . . 

Concerned state officials have said that ™ 
Egypt should only resort to taking Israel' 
to tire International Court of Justice 
diplomatic efforts to make it conduct a ; * . . 
proper investigation and pay doe cuut-““" 
pensafion were to faiL S - 

After much pressure from Egypt, for-Sj 
nrer Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
app oin t e d a retired general to investigate ■? 
fee atrocities, before he lost the pariia- 
menteiy elections last May. __ 

But there is no indication that Peres^T ~ 
successor, Binyamin Netanyahu, is plan-£i 
fling to forge ahead with the inqifey. 

The LRRC hopes that when its docu^ 
mentary is finished, it will be shown ah'-i 
professional syndicates to prompt 
government to act 

jnd 

Dissent within the Muslim Brotherhood has led to the 
resignation of 13 members, the largest exodus in the ^ 
history of the outlawed group. Amira Howefefy reports 


■*’>3 


Thirteen members of the banned Mus- 
lim Brotherhood, including three 
would-be founders of the Wasat (Cen- 
tre) Party, widely seen as a potential 
front for the Brotherhood, have re- 
signed in the largest walkout in die or- 
ganisation’s 68-year history. While 
members have left fee group in tire 
past, tins is the first time fee Broth- 
erhood has witnessed resignations en 
masse. The three Wasat members de- 
cided to quit in response to pressures 
from tire organisation’s leaders, others 
resigned to show their displeasure 
wife machinations in fee Broth- 
erhood's upper echelons. 

The group’s leaders deny that such a 
large number has decided to quit and 
only admit to two resignations — 
Abul-Ela Madi, Waste’s leading repre- 
sentative, and Essam Sultan, a lawyer. 

But informed sources told Al-Ahram 
Weekly, that “at least 13” had walked 
out and more were likely to follow in 
the near future. The resignations came 
two months after tire Supreme Mil- 
itary Court acquitted six members of 
the group, including Madi and two 
mare, of Waste’s would-be founders, 
on charges of belonging to an illegal 
organisation. 


Ma’amoun El-Hodeibi, deputy to the 
group's Supreme Guide, is. said to 
have pressured Brotherhood members 
involved wife fee Waste to withdraw. 
Twenty out of a total of 74 gave in to 
prespire. According to the Political 
Parties Law, a group seeking to es- 
tablish a political party must number 
at least 50. 

Led by Madi, who is assistant sec- 
retary-general of the Engineers’ Syn- 
dicate, Waste’s would-be founders had 
applied to fee Political Parties Com- 
mittee on 10 January. But fee com- 
mittee, a quasi-govemmental body 
charged wife licensing political groups 
seeking official party status, turned 
down their application. While Madi 
was awaiting trial in jail, his deputy, 
Rafiq Habib, appealed the com- 
mittee's decision wife the Political 
Parties Tribunal. The appeal will be 
heard on 14 December. 

“No one ran imagine the amount of 
pressure that was put on us,” said one 
of those who resigned. “It went on 
day and night, in violation of all the 
traditions and regulations of the 
group. We were confronted with two 
options: either get fired or to leave the 
Brotherhood. We chose fee latter.” 


This source, who was a leading 
Brotherhood member , said tire prob- 
lems began, “but were contained,” af- 
ter Hodeibi was informed of their bid 
to establish the Wasat Party. When 
they were turned down by die Political 
Parties Committee, Hodeibi insisted 
that no appeal should be made. 

According to the source, Hodeibi 
sent a message to Madi, as he awaited 
trial in jafl, asking him to “stop at this 
point” When Madi refused, Hodeibi 
decided to fight back, pressuring other 
would-be founders to disassociate 
themselves from fee Wasat 

However, both Hodeibi and Su- 
preme Guide Mustafa Mashhour deny 
that they were involved in any of this. 
“No one was pressured, no one re- 
signed, except Madi and Sultan,” 
Mashhour told the Weekly- “We did 
not practise any coercion. Those who 
want to resign can do so and those 
who want to remain are most wel- 
come." And Hodeibi commented: “We 
don’t know anything about resigna- 
tions." 

Sultan points out that the reasons for 
fee resignations go beyond the conflict 
over fee Wasat The dfcath of the 
group’s supreme guide, Hamed Abul- 


Nasr, last January brought into fee 
open problems related to the sanctity 
of tire Brotherhood’s leaders authority, 
which have been dormant for years. 

According to Sultan, Hodeibi sur- 
prised all those in attendance at Abul- 
Nasr’s funeral by announcing that 
Mashhour was the only one worthy of 
succeeding him and that “we have 
chosen him.” 

Hodeibi ’s declaration violated the 
Brotherhood's regulations for the se- 
lection of the supreme guide, Sultan 
said. “The group’s Shura Council 
should meet and elect fee supreme 
guide. Then, the group's international 
branches must be contacted to get j 
their approval. If there is no con- 
sensus, fee process is repeated all over 
again. If the candidate gets two thirds 
of the vote this tune;, be is the new su- 
preme guide.” 

Sultan claimed that Hodeibi ignored 
these regulations. “He told some mem- 
bers that fee Shura Council bad elect- 
ed Mashhour, then he told others that 
the council was in fee process of 
meeting, but he also said that every- 
thing was being done in accordance 
wife fee regulations, which in fee 
event of 'exceptional security circum- 


stances' permit the General Guidance, 
Bureau to choose the supreme guide,”. 
Sultan said. ’ ^ r 

There was no need for all this, Sul- r ' £ . 
tan added, because Mashhour was go-^j 
ing to be elected anyway. Bat Ho; ^ 
deibi’s action “angered many!" ;'dk 

members of fee Brotherhood, even the ^ 7 7 
old guard.” Then came die Waste cri«w ,,J 
sis, which, Sultan said, was fee “st ra wy _ . 
that broke fee camel’s bade.” - ^ 

Following the resignations, $pecula- Ji . 
tion was rue about the future of the /** 1 
Waste and the Brotherhood. To Sul-;"^ 
tan, the Waste “is more than a project,' ' . . 
for a political party. It is a conviction.' ’ f. 
Our aim is to activate fee domestic ,V' ; 
political forces, iwfading fee Brothr 1 ; 
erhood. The resignations may shakff^’ 
the leadership up a bit, but far* would * 4 
be a good thing.” 

For veteran Islamist lawyer KamalV^ 
Abul-Magd, himself a former member^ 
of fee Brotherhood, the situation 
side fee organisation is “vague.” Ke£T w 
explained: “The group is outlawed. It : ^ 
does not. operate publicly. We only 7 
know fee names of its leaders wfrich“ Kr 
are published in fee newspapers. So 
is difficult to evaluate how fee res^ r . 
ignations will affect lie group.” ^ 



Calamity on the Nile 

A one-person funeral in southern Egypt 
fumed into a nightmare for the mourners 

Over 40 persons died, 9 were reported missing and 1 9 peo- 
ple survived when a feny capsized in the ND c River in fee 
southern province of El-Minya last week, writes H«n«n 
Sabra. 

The craft, travelling from the village of Ttmei on the riv- 
er's eart bank to Bern Hassan on foe opposite side, was car- 
rying mourners returning from a funeral. Despite alleged 
protests from fee skipper, they crowded onto the boat caus- 
ing it to capsize and sink, about 220 kilometres south of 
Cairo. 

Frogmen and police rescue teams co-operated in re- 
moving fee dead from fee river. Police sources said, “1 1 
people remain missing. Attempts to ruse fee craft have so 
forfeited.” 

One of fee survivors, Mohamed Khalifa, criticised the 
skipper saying, “When we arrived te the craft I noticed feat 
we were too many. I warned fee skipper but bis answer 
was, ‘this is ray job, do youknow better fean me?”* 

The villagers expressed their disgust wife fee situation. 
One said, “We asked years ago for more boats to be added. 
There were only two transporting people from 20 vihages.” 

Prime Minister Kama! ETGanzouri granted each of fee 
families of the victims LE3,000 for funeral expenses and 
Minya’s governor, Mausour Essawi, ordered new femes to 
be brought in immediately. 

Hassan Abdel-Latif, mayor of Abo Qorqas, Mixrya, ran a 
check on all the licences ofboats working m fee Nile to en- 
sure their validity. & said, “The local administrative unit 
cannot operate boats, as this is a privatised industry, but we 
will do what we can to assist the villagers.” 

The captain of fee ferry, Mohamed Ahmed Mounir, was 
charged wife manslaughter, driving without a valid licence 
(fee license expired on 12 September) and using a cargo 
craft to carry passengers. He is being held for 45 days in 
prison until the investigation is completed. 

Grief swept through fee village. One woman ran to fee 
river to find her son’s body. She cupped fee water to her 
face and cried, “lean sense his presence in fee water!” Un- 
fortunately there appeared to be little or oo chance that he 
survived. 
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Tense countdown 
to trade union elections 


Mona EhNahhas reviews the preparations for trade union elections^ 
scheduled to begin in mid-October ’■*** 

and serve its i nterests.” 

Reda El-Bitar of fee Islamite-oriented 

Party said, “The coming period requires , 
dependent trade uni on leaders, capable of 
tecting workers’ rights. We do not need 

elements who take fee side of fee , , 

just to fulfil personal ambitions.” 

Mohamed Mursi, a member of fee 

which wiU supervise the elections, denies the ejgjuS 
istence of any kind of govem u j en t mter wnticf ffm 
in fee electoral process. “No worker will be d<^ 1 
prived of fee right to nominate hwiwalf r6- j . 
gardless of bis political ideology so long as tiq i - 
has completed all fee measures necessary fof { 
nomination,” be said, adding that fee role of fee ( 
Manpower Ministry will be feinted to fee tech- [ 
focal supervision of the elections. * 

The election supervisory committee .was k 
formed by a decree passed last month by Min- } 
ister of Manpower Ahmed EI-Ammawi The i 
committee, wife its various brandies, will be re- \ 
sponsible for supervising nomination pro c e du re s J 
ami ratifying election results. Each b ranch cam- i 
mitiee_ ^ will be headed by a judge, nominated by J * 
tire minis t e r of justice, and will include icpre- » * 
sentatives from both fee Manpower Mfrnstiy - 
and the General Federation of Trade Unions. 

Mursi said feat elections would be delayed in . 

36 companies whose boards of directors had J 
been dissolved until immediately after off® « 
boards have been fbnned. j 

There have been complaints from workers and I 
trade union heads about time- was ting bu- i 
reaucracy in the nomination procedures. Ac- J 
cording to a decree recently passed by El-Sayed J 
Rushed, chairman of the General Federation of * 
Trade Unions, a nominee’s onion membership J 
card, one of the documents which mm* be en- i 
closed with the nomination papers, has to be J 
signed te the headquarters of tire general ffedera- j 
tion and bear its official seaL Memb ership car ds i 
obtained from branch trade anions are not being * 
accepted. , 

Ibrahim El-Aterari, chairman of the General J 
Union for Chemical and Pharmaceutical Ljr 1 
dustnes, anticipates that die upcoming elec- I 
dons will be hotly contested. He said that fee ' 
role of his union ended after it gave all fee * 
nominees^ their membership cards. “We did not \ 
put any kind of pressure on any nominee, what? J 
ever his political trend,” he stressed. Asked t 
about fee necessary qualifications for a worif- J 
fits’ representative, El-Azhari replied: .“The i 
nominee should enjoy wide popularity and a \ 
good reputation among workers. He should J 
also be aware of fee requirements of the com- t 
ing period.” 


This week around 500,000 trade unionists repre- 
senting more than 2,000 companies and work 
sites lave been heading fin: fee different de- 
partments of the Ministry of Manpower to sub- 
mit tbeir nomination papers for fee October 
trade union elections. Today is fee deadline for- 
receiving tire nominees' papers. The elections, 
scheduled to begin on 15 October, will be held at 
the workplace over a period of nearly three 
weeks. C and i date s are expected to start cam- 
paigning next Tuesday, wife promises to protect 
workers' rights in the event that the enterprise 
employing them is sold. Election results will be 
announced immediately alter the voting. 

The ballots will decide board seats for a new 
five-year term in fee union committees at woik 
sites. Workers will also be r unning in mo ther set 
of elections for [daces on companies’ boards of 
directors. Workers have the right to occupy two 
of the board's five seats. 

Subsequently, on 16 November, workers will 
compete for seats on fee boards of Egypt’s 23 
trade unions. Ten days later, elections will be 
held to decide who tits on fee board of fee Gen- 
eral Federation of Trade Unions. 

Human rights groups and workers’ repre- 
sentatives in tire opposition parties chum that the 
government is trying to keep out trade union ac- 
tivists. Workers who stand firmly against fee 
sale of public sector companies and those who 
have certain political leanings will be excluded, 
a ccord ing to a report prepared by the Legal Aid 
Centre for Human Rights, after receiving several 
complaints from workers. “Obstacles are put in 
the way of these people to prevent them from 
completing fee nomination procedures. For ex- 
ample, unions sometimes deny th«n member- 
ship cards,” the report said. Government of- 
ficials say these allegations are lies, asserting 
that labour elections will be completely fair. 

According to Abdel-Hamid El-Sheikh, a mem- 
ber of fee workers’ secretariat in fee leftist Ta- 
gamm u Party, the problem lies in a trade union 
law issued in 1976. “The law and its amend- 
ments, which were introduced in 1981 and 1995, 
do much to undermine union members’ rights,” 
he said. “More fean 20 articles in fee law give 
fee Ministry of Manpower the right to interfere 
in fee internal affairs of the trade unions, in- 
cluding elections, violating in this way prin- 
ciples of fee international labour conventions 
Egypt signed.” 

EJ-Sbetlch does not think fee hade union elec- 
tions will be fair. “The government’s main atm 
is to keep all trade unions in its grip,” he said. 
“The only way to achieve this is to bring in rep- 
resentatives who obey the state’s policies blindly 
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Dreaming, 
of Dahshur 


Books in the battle 
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THE ANC3EOT Nbaopofe 
the m Egypt, situated to tire north 

of Saqqara and off-limits to the public for much 
of tins century, was officially opened last week by 
Minister of Culture Farouk Hosed, r ep orts Nevine 
El-Aret 

The she of two famous pyramids located 40km 
south' of Cairo, Dahshur is now open to tourists 
for the first time since it Was turned into sn army 
base in 1956. ^ • 

The aihaentarchacological ate basrecently 
seen the construction of paved access roads and - 
specihl entrance and exit gates. Otiier 
conveniences such as paxkmg areas, a cafeteria 
and public toilets have been provided for tourists. 

The pyramids have undergone renovations and a' 
new lighting system now shines on tiie wonders. ■ 

Tourists may wander inside, the Red Pyramid, - 
the oldest pyramid built by Senefru and'tbe only" - - 
one visitors my eaten A limestone staircase 
leads up to the pyramid’s entrance. Meanwhile, its 
interior walls have been freshly cleaned apA new 
lighting and ven ti latio n systems have been 
installed. . 

The Boot Pyramid, also built by Senefin, and 
other pyramids which date-back to the Middle 
Kingdom, will be inaugurate d after rest o ration •; 
work is complete. .. . 

Culture Minister Hosni saidat.the opening 
ceremony, “No buddings will be erected for a 



In a ceremony marking the end of the Reading- 
for-ali Festival, Mrs Suzanne Mubarak was 
awarded a certificate of merit from the Egyptian 

Federation of Publishers. Ranla Khaliaf reports 


Mrs Suzanne Mubarak was the recipient of a certificate of merit 
for hear efforts on behalf of the Family Library project at a cer- 
emony at the Cairo Library in Zamalek. The project, a year-round 
concern initiated by Mrs Mubarak, is an essential part of the fes- 
tival, which takes place aminally from July through tbe end of Sep- 
tember. 

The chauraan of the General Egyptian Book Organisation, Sa- 
mir Sadpn, in a dosing address in honour of Mrs Mubarak said 
that “He Family library is the fruit of your enormous effort and 
shows the sincerity of your contributions to your country and your 
strong belief that without a revolution in culture there is no certain 
future for our country. The project has elevated the awareness of 
young people of their literary heritage”. 

The number of volumes released in the Family Library series 
since fire project was inaugurated three-years ago has reached 30 
million. In the last year alone, 127 titles totalling IS million vol- 
umes have been pubKsbed by the General Egyptian Bock Organ- 
isation, tiie body responsible for the Family Library series. 

^Tbe positive side of the project is that it includes rare literary works 
as well as collections of writing from tire new generation, many of 


time,** Sarhaa added “The project has engaged in a fierce battle 
against tire currents of backwardness and extremism which are aimed 
at dragging the country into tire ages of darioress,” Sarhaa concluded. 

‘ Ibrahim El-Moalem, chairman of the Egyptian Publishing Federa- 



LE35 million to save Hanging Church 

The government is launching arv ambitious scheme to restore the Hanging 
Church in Old Cairo, but allocated funds may fall short Stierfne Nasr reports 


Following years of bungled repafrwpik, tire gov- 
ernm ent is to Twunrfli a myor scheme for tire res- 
toration of tire Banging Church in Op Cairo. Qd- 
ture Minister Farouk TTnani i m nnn m wt last Friday 
that LE35 milli on has been allocated for thepro- 
ject, and work shook! be giuwithm afow weeks on 
the church, whose walls and floors have beende- 
caying as a result of rising subterranean water. 

The Hanging Church was built in tire 4th cen- 
tury AD, on tire spat wbae, according to legend^ 
the Holy Ftamly stayed during- their fli ght into 
Egypt Various additions and. renovations have 
since been made on the ancient s tru ct ure . 

On a rare visit to the churdyHosnl said that an. 
assessment of the work required would be com-, 
pleted in two weeks and restoration would begin 
soon afterwards. Repairs will also be made to the 
Roman fortres s on which .tire- cfanrch is con- . 
, structed, as well as tire ancient part of the Coptic 
' M Museum, adjacent to the northern section of . tire 
church. 

The LE35 mflBon allocated to tire project by tire 
Senate Council of Anti q u ities* have made it' 
“perhaps the most expensive salvage project to 
take place," according to Hosni. But Moumr Sa- 
dek, director of tire Egyptian Human. Rights Cen- ", 
tre for Consolidation of National Unity, said that 
as much as LEI 00 million.mity be needed to re- 
store thechurch fully. • . 1' l 

Hosax,‘"accomp 0 oajed by. Air H&ran/ibe 1 new 
bead of tiie SCA, met wim worshippers following 
a Friday mass and assured them that “fids is Our 
national heritage and it is our respouabifoy to pre- 
serve it.” Explaining foe delay m launching tire re- 
quired repairs, Hosm said: “I only wanted to make 
sure that tire restoration will be carried out on a 
sound scientific basis tiret-wpl bring to an end tire. . 
church’s chronic problems." 

A previous restoration plan, assigned to an Ital- 
ian company, ended m failure two years ago “be- 
cause of tire lack of an accurate study and clear 
criteria detenninzog tire basis on which tire com- ‘ 
pany would operate,” Hosm said. *Tt is only wise 
to take our tune and jnot be hasty about under- 
taking more restoration that might later prove to 
cause tire church more bann than good” _ : 

He described the Hanging Church as an “ardri- 
tectural masterpiece tiret includes incredibly beau- 
tiful. icons and. frescoes,” and made it clear tint 
drey would be incfoidedm tiie restoration plan. “I / 
^ will' also make sure that top' restorers, both Egyp- 
~ dan and foreign, will be in charge,” Ire added 
The SCA has assigned tire Artibaeofogical En- 
gineering Centre (ABC) at Cairo University to 
conduct the p repg a tory study. According to tire 
centre’s director. Taint Abdallah, tire underground 
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water which is causing the decay of tire church's 
walls and floor is a problem affecting tire whole 
area. “Underground water is tire principal problem 
feeing not only tire Hanging Church but all tire 
- momnnenlsin Old Cairo” Abdallah said Thewa- 
teCrhe explained comes from tire nearby district 
of Ain .Al-Sira, about a kilometre away. The 
ground level- there is than that of the 

ch ur ch, “So tbe water glides naturally to w ards the 
Ha nging Ghinreh area.” . 

Any permanent solution to the problem will 
have to start from Ain Al-Sira. According to Ab- 
dallah, tire SnKtfmmwm Water Research institute 
has suggostedtliggfog several wells through which 
water criufo be punqred out “This may prove to be 
ah . excellent solution which will salvage tire 
church along with all the monuments of Fustat and 
. Old Cairo,” he said But he stressed tiiat “it is vital 
to handle it very carefully. Otherwise, tire founda- 
tions of. tire fortress could be shaken and tire 
church t h rea te ned with collapse.” 

• Serious mistakes in tire previous restoration 
work,- carried out in 1980, caused additional harm 
. to tire church's structure. “In an attempt to con- 
soljdate tire structure, additional walls were con- 
structed an top of tire decaying fortress, tints put- 
ting tremendous pressure on it Farts of tbe floor 
also collapsed and tire restorers used wooden scaf- 
folding, which has. bem in place ever since, to 
support tiie flora;” said Father Morqos Aziz, tire 1 
chinch pastor.- The scaffolding, he said, : should 
have been a temporary riot a permanent solution, 
and the subterranean water is now causing the 
scaffolding to decay. 

The near-fatal mistakes of that restoration plan 
were exposed by the 1992 earthquake. The walls 
cracked .and almost split away -from tire flora, 
parts of which caved in. This critical condition 
prompted Father Morqos to initiate legal action 
. against tire government; hoping that a court order 
would force it to laurich new restoration wort 
‘The case is still pending before the ad- 
JUimisUative court,” Sadek said. 

A second problem Abdallah identified was that 
the foundations and walls of tire church are se- 
riously cracked. “The AEC is studying the various 
options for repairing tire church's structure,” he 
said. “We are trying to determine, the most ap- 
propriate and tbe cheapestway to doit.” 

While Sadek believes that expenses are “likely 
to leap to LEI 00 million,” he is confident of the 
success of restoration tins time around. T have no 
doubt about tire seriousness of tire project,” be 
said, uddfog font UNESCO other international 
groups were ready to help if additional funds were 



Alexandria, why? 


tion commented that the Reading- for-ali Festival has played an im- changes in the educational system as it rekindled an interest in young 
portent role in cultural stability at a tbe time when the number of books people to search for knowledge and to develop their creative skills, 

being published in the Arab world is diminishin g. Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz, unable to attend the festival, sent a 

In her speech, Mrs Mubarak said that the success achieved by tire se- letter to the organising committee expressing his gratitude fra the 

riles is a real cultural revolution in the framework of tire movement to- project fra its influence on the cultural development of the mfod of 

wards enlightenment in society. the nation. Mahfouz, hailing the initiative of Mis Mubarak in turning 

On behalf of tbe authors wire contributed to this year’s series, writer her dream into a reality, has decided to publish his latest collection of 

Lutfi ELKhoIi, said that the project has helped to encourage radical short stories in tire series of the Family Library. 


Church Former official denies 

abuse of authority 

An investigation is under way to determine wheth- 
er Abdel-Halim Noureddin and 18 other antiquities 
officials illegally appropriated archaeological land 
near Marsa Matrouh. Nevine EkAref reports 

A report by the Administrative Control Authority (ACA) accuses Abdel- 
Halim Noureddin, former chief of tire S upr e m e Council of Antiquities 
(SCA), and 18 otiier SCA officials of ab using their influence to appropri- 
ate archaeological land along tire Mediterranean coastline near Marsa Ma- 
trouh. 

But tire charge is body denied by Noureddin, who was dismissed by Cul- 
ture Minister Faroak Hosm from the post of SCA secretary-general last 
month for undeclared reasons. Noureddm has gone back to his original po- 
sition as head of tire Pharaonic Antiquities Department at Cairo Uni- 
versity’s Faculty of Archaeology. 

The ACA report charges that Noureddin and the SCA officials set up an 
association that illegally ap pro pria ted 18 fcddans of land in Hammamat 
Cleopatra, an area that is said to be rich in Ptolemaic antiquities. They al- 
legedly planned to build condominium villas and chalets on this land for 
themselves and other SCA employees. 

The report, which has been passed on to prosecution authorities, pre- 
sumably for further investigation, states that six years ago the SCA refused 
to grant p ermissio n to a petroleum company to extend pipelines through 
the area on the grounds that it is an archaeological zone. 

But in 1994, tire SCA under Noureddin’s supervision, reversed its posi- 
tion, declaring tire area outside tire scope of its responsibility because ex- 
cavations at toe she proved that it contains no antiquities. The SCA of- 
ficials followed up tiiis decision with tire establishment of tire 
cnnrtnmmhim association earlier this year, and the ACA report readied 
the conclusion that tire two moves were made to serve tbe interests of tire 
SCA staff. 

Noureddin denied any wrong-doing. ‘This is absolutely not true,” be 
said, refering to tbe charges contained in the ACA report “I dare anyone 
to prove foat, during my term in office, I allowed any SCA staff member to 
getaway with illegally a ppropriating an inch of archaeological land.” 

The trainer antiquities chief said that he was not bothered try the feet toe 
ACA report had been passed on to prosecution authorities, adding that “in 
feet I am happy. I am an honest man. Let us wait until the judiciary say 
their wont” i 

Noureddin said that Gomaa Abdd-Fattah, head of the Marsa Matrouh 
city council, had denied that toe goyemorate received a request or a de- 
cision to set aside a plot of land for tbe condo mm ium association. 

Shawki Nakhla, head of tire restoration department at tire SCA and a 
member of tire condommium association, saw nothing wrong in setting up 
this association. “By law, any Egyptian citizen has the right to establish or 
join a condominium association as long as it follows the rules,” Nakhla 
said. He explained that tbe association’s contract did not specify the exact 
location of the land on which toe condominium buildings would be con- 
structed, but vaguely referred to an area that extends all the way from Mar- 
sa Matrouh to Sailoum on toe Libyan border. 

Aziza Said, head of the archaeological section at toe Faculty of Aits, 
Alexandria University, and a member of tbe association, also denied the 
charge. She said she was suing an Arabic-languagg newspaper, which 
publicised tbe accusation, for libel. 

Sherif El-Sayed, a lawyer, said that even if foe accusations against Nou- 
reddin and toe SCA officials were true, tire case against them would be 
“administrative and not c rim i n al. ” He said the “c riminal conditions” are 
lacking, but Noureddin and tire otiier officials could be accused of ad- 
mmistrative irregularities. 

The festival of the Alexandrias of the world turned out to be 
a big fiasco, because of lack of promotion, organisation and 
funding. Rehab Saad reports from the Mediterranean city 



Sometimes good intentions are not enough. The 
festival of the Alexandrias of the world, designed 
as a week of celebration to promote Egypt’s Alex- 
andria, ended as a miserable failure whitto ground 
to a premature halt due to a lack of money, public- 
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Representatives of tire city’s many namesakes 
from around the world had been invited to join a 
programme which began with a grand opening 
ceremony at the Alexandria Stadium, continued 
with fashion shows, international music contests, 
and a gala dinner in tire Antoniadis Gardens, and 
cahmnated in a performance of Verdi’s OteOo at 
toe medieval Qaitbey Fort overlooking the Med- 
fltw i mean. 

It tod not take long fix tire organisers’ high 
. hopes’ to be shattered. After tire opening cer- 
emony, there was a single performance of Otetto 
and a concert by Egyptian singers Anushka and 
Maged El-Masri, before tiie festival was aborted 
—three days ahead of schedule. 

Alexandria *96 was organised by the govem- 
orale of Alexandria, financed by a private pro- 
ducer and sponsored by tire Ministry of Tourism. 
Taking part were 20 Alexandrias from countries 
across tire wodd, including the United States, 
Greece, Ityty, Sooth Africa, Pakistan, Turkey, the 

lltriwnftmit ltr aal. 

. The opening ceremony itself did not bode welL 
Only 80 tickets were sold for what had been billed 
as a grand event and t» salvage something of tire 
rituafion tire govemorate of Alexandria was 
forced to open fee stadium’s doors to fee public 
for free admission. 

The same proMemrecuired wife fee opening of 
Oielb. Again only 80 tickets were sold and the re- 
mainder, around 4,000, had to be distributed as 
free invitations. Worse, the stage sets had not. 
been finished, which twaant that Desdemona had 
to meet her doom on tire floor and not in bed. 

• A second peritnmance for diplomats was cut 
drert after fee first act which was rtaged wife- 

out lights, sets, mkropbones or choir. The dis- 
gruntled p e rfo r mer s complained to tire audience 


wodc and walked off before performing tire sec- 
ond act . 

Festival guests Warned fee fiasco on lade of 
marketing and organisation “This is a ca- 
. tastropbe; tins is disgusting,” said Basil Marco of 
tiie P e ruvian Embassy. Afthough;the opera and 


the setting were spectacular, tire event had not 
been properly advertised, he said. “Promotion 
was lacking. A lot of money was spent in vain. 
Such abig event should have attracted thousands 
of people from all over the world.” 

An Australian journalist blamed inadequate 
preparations. “I hadn't heard about this event un- 
til I received an invitation from tire Ministry of 
Tourism,” tre said. “It needed proper promotion, 
of tiie kind given to Aida when it was performed 
in Luxor in 1994.” 

Tourism Minister Mamdouh El-Beltagui put 
the blame for fee entire fiasco squarely at tiie 
door of tire Alexandria Govemorate. The festival 
was entirely its responsibility, he said. Tbe min- 
istry had only become involved once the decision 
to hold tire festival had been made and plans 
were under way. 

“A festival was going to be held in Alexandria, 
including an international opera performance. 
We bod to use the event for foe benefit of Alex- 
andria apd Egypt as a whole,” he explained. 

Behagin blamed financial problems for tire 
failure of tire festival — problems which toe gov- 
emorate should have foreseen. He said that when 
the idea was first floated several months ago, fee 
ministry had made inquiries about tire producer, 
an Egyptian resident in Austria. “Our Vienna of- 
fice informed us that be was facing some [fi- 
nancial] difficulties, but, nevertheless, tire gov- 
emorate of Alexandria gave him tire go-ahead,” 
tiie minister said. 

“J believe that the producer’s financial burdens 
were too great The contract he signed wife tire 
govemorate stated that he would invite tbe may- 
ora of all tire cities of Alexandria throughout foe 
world at his own expense. He was also re- 
sponsible for financing all tbe cuhural events, 
s tartin g wife foe opening ceremony and ending 
wife tire closing ceremony. In my opinion, only 
fee opera performance should have been his re- 
sponsibility. Expenses for the rest of tire events 
mould have been covered by foe govemorate.” 

Beltagui counselled that “in the fixture the fi- 
nancial and marketing .abilities of producers 
should be carefully examined in advance.” 

Officials at tire Alexandria Govemorate were 
not available for comment 
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As the Palestinian 
uprising occupies 
centre stage in 
world events and 
the international 
community focuses 
its attention on the 
whys and 
wherefores of the 
sudden unleashing 
of anger, Al-Ahram 
Weekly reports on 
the unfolding of 
events from the 
West Bank and 
Gaza, sounds out 
the views of three 
leading Palestinian 
opinion makers and 
interviews Hanan 
Ashrawi and Faisal 
Husseini, two key 
Palestinian players 
in the peace 
process 



‘A picture of warl 


The relative calm which has followed this week’s carnage in the West Bank 
and Gaza is only a lull in the storm, writes Graham Usher from Jerusalem 


After four days of violence claimed die 
lives of 60 Palestinians and IS Israelis, Pal- 
estinians in the West Bank and Gaza are 
qiriedy awaiting the outcome of the quad- 
rilateral summit in Washington, convened 
in a last-ditch effort by the Clinton ad- 
ministration to salvage something from the 
debris of what was the Oslo peace process. 
The fighting, for now, has stopped. But die 
calm should fool no one. 

On 29 September, the Israeli army im- 
posed 'internal closure" throughout the 
Occupied Territories, confining 2.5 million 
Palestinians to their eight “autonomous" 
areas by means of tanks, helicopter gun- 
ships and armoured personnel carriers. On 
the same day — under coders from Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat — Palestinian police 
carefully but firml y reined in their enraged 
people, barring them from approaching the 
army positions which now encircle the en- 
claves. It was a wise move. The amxy has 
express instructions to shoot on sight any 
Palestinian who nears its checkpoints. “It’s 
calm,” said a Palestinian United Nations 


official, "as matter 'and before a storm." 

The storm that raged across the Occupied 
Territories last week was caused by Israeli 
Prime Minister. Binyamin Netanyahu’s de- 
cision to open a nfew exit for a 488-metre 
famnei in Jerusalem’s old city, occupied by 
Isael in the 1967 war. The tunnel has been 
under construction since 1968 and runs be- 
■ side the Western Wall of the Al-Aqsa com- 
pound — which is also the Wailing Wall, 
the Jews’ holiest site — under the old city’s 
Muslim quarter, before emerging onto the 
Via Dolorosa, the route taken by Christ to 
Calvary. Officials from die Woqf (religious 
endowments) Organisation and Palestinian 
archaeologists say the tunnel has already 
caused structural damage to several historic 
buildings in Muslim and Christian Je- 
rusalem. Netanyahu says the tunnel's ex- 
tension will improve business "fa* Jews 
and Arabs alike." 

. But the real point is symbolic. Coming at 
a time of absolute stasis in the peace pro- 
cess — and after Israel had forced Arafat 
to close down Palestinian Authority (PA) 


offices in Jerusalem — Palestinians viewed 
the tunne l's opening as another ploy by Is- 
rael to alter the political and religious char- 
acter of Jerusalem, ahead of Osip’s final- 
status negotiations over the city. “It was the 
straw that broke foe camel’s back," said 
Palestinian Legislative Council (PL Q 
member for Jerusalem, Zayad Abu Zayed. 
It was a sentiment shared by his leader. 
“We cannot tolerate foe Judaisation of foe 
city; Jerusalem is our capital which Israel 
occupied in 1967,” said Yasser Arafat on 
25 September. 

But this time foe PLO leader didn't just 
rail against Israel's “violations of the 
[Oslo] agreement." Under pressure from 
PLC members as well as activists in his 
own Fatah movement, Arafat called on Pal- 
estinians in the West Bank and Gaza to 
protest He didn’t spell out how they 
should protest After 29 years of occupa- 
tion and seven years of Intifada, he didn’t 
need to. 

Over the next three days, demonstrations 
led by PLC and PLO representatives such 


as Faisal Husseini and Hanan Ashrawi 
converged on foe tunnel, in rising protest 
that erupted in major clashes with Israel 
police at the Al-Aqsa compound after 
prayers last Friday, leaving three Pal- 
estinians dead and over 100 injured. But 
foe real fire was in the Occupied Ter- 
ritories. 

On 25 September — with foe blessing of 
foe PNA and Fatah — several busloads of 
Palestinian students from Ramallah, en 
route to Jerusalem, confronted an Israeli 
checkpoint. The army repulsed them with 
tear gas and rubber bullets. The students 
threw stones and Molotov cocktails. The 
PNA police did nothing It was an in- 
cendiary mix that could not hold. Caught 
between their obligation under Oslo to 
maintain “public order” among the Pal- 
estinians and foe Israeli army's firing on 
unarmed people, the police threw in their 
lot with foe people. They returned fire, turn- 
ing what bad been an Intifada-style dem- 
onstration into a full-fledged gun battle. 

It was a pattern of organised protest fol- 


lowed by spontaneous — but armed — 
hostilities that spread, the next day, 
throughout the Occupied Territories. In 
Gaza, students from Al-Azhar University 
marched on the contested Jewish settle- 
ments of Kfar Darom and Netzarim and 
foe closed “borders" of Erez and Rafeb, 
confrontations which quickly became gun- 
fights between Israeli and PNA forces. In 
Bethlehem. Palestinians attacked and 
torched foe scaffolding surrounding foe 
Jewish enclave of Rachel's Tomb, with 
PNA police and foe army again ex- 
changing fire. In Nablus, a protest that be- 
gan as a march on foe Jewish enclave of 
Joseph's Tomb became a PNA military 
siege after Israeli forces tried to enter foe 
Palestinian-controlled areas around foe 
tomb, leaving a toll of one Palestinian and 
six Israeli soldiers dead. 

Israel’s Defence Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
dechai declared a “state of emergency" in 
foe Occupied Territories, sending tanks 
and armoured personal carriers to Gaza 
and Nablus. In Ramallah, Palestinian pro- 


testers were dispersed by Cobra helicopter J 
gunships. firing cannon and high-velockyJ ; 
machine guns. Then at around noon, Ar- 
afat issued orders for his forces to fire only; 
"in self-defence” to spare "civilian fatal- 
ities", in the words of West Bank head of . 
foe PNA’s Preventive Security Force; Jiv 
bril Rajoub. By nightfall. Gaza was rel- 
atively quiet, Bethlehem under control and. * 
Nablus under a PN A-imposed curfew, en§g 
bling the captured army unit to be . 
stituted by 34 fresh Israeli soldiers, cafe . 
veyed to Joseph’s Tomb under PIN A? 
escort . 

At the end of foe bloodiest day in an$y 
one's memory. 35 Palestinians and 11 Jstf • j 
raeli soldiers bad been killed, and ctoMrcpt' 1 
1.000 Palestinians maimed Netanyahft 
said the carnage was a “cynical mampu^n 
tion” by Arafat to extract Israeli con cafe-: . 
sions in the peace process. Arafat caflatft 
a “massacre". But the most accurate, dfef 
scription was broadcast by Israeli army ittf 
dio outside Netzarim in Gaza. It was&$ 
said, “a picture of war”. - «jj[ : - 


To die fighting 


Drums of war 
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Last week’s deadly clashes are just a link in the chain of uncertainties 
Palestinians have been enduring, writes Tarek Hassan from Gaza 


Despite efforts to prevent an all-out war in the Middle East, an upsurge in military activity cannot 
be ruled out in South Lebanon until a political settlement is forged, writes Zeina Khodr from Beirut 



Palestinian protests have dwindled after four days 
of fierce confrontation. However Israel’s war 
against them has not ended. Rather, it began long 
before foe n prising triggered by foe Jerusalem tun- 
nel; as far back, in fact, as foe early stages of foe 
implementation of the Oslo accords and the es- 
tablishment of the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA). It is a war in which Israeli soldiers need not 
use their guns, because it is waged through econom- 
ic strangulation, the digmamlvaTnertt of Palestinian 
territories, closures, curfews, imposed, un- 
employment and starvation. And when this war 
pushes Palestinians to rebel and fight bade, the ar- 
moured trucks, tanks and helicopter gunships are 
brought in to impose obedience. 

Palestinians agree that Israel’s generals’ “genius” 
fully manifests itself in the way “they push us to die 
figfrting them.” 

The Israeli army has imposed an intenud closure 
on Palestinian cities, villages and camps, effectively 
se parating foem from mcI; other, and for cing them 
to live under a shadow of constant fear and worry. 

Aside from the internal closure, and sometimes as 
a direct result of it, the FNA-confrofled areas suffer 
from shortages of basic commodities, including 
foodstuffs, medicine, petrol and fossil fuels. Ser- 
vices provided by hospitals and medical clinics 
have progressively declined, resulting in the un- 
necessary loss of innocent lives. School toms are 
continuously disrupted. 

This week, a three-year-old sick Palestinian child 
died after he and Us parents were turned back at an 
Israeli checkpoint in foe West Bank, thereby de- 
nying them access to Hebron. In a similar instance, 
a young Palestinian journalist, employed by a West- 
ern news agency, was injured by Israeli bullets dur- 
ing tins week’s dashes. He only managed to leave 
Gaza through Egypt, from where he travelled to 
London for treatment. 

The fate of Palestinians entering the occupied ter- 
ritories from Jordan is equally uncertain They be- 


come stranded in Jericho because invariably foe 
Israeli army prevents them from continuing to 
their Awiamiona Pales tinians travelling from 
Egypt find themselves stranded in Gaza. 

Suzanne Abu Selim, a young Palestinian min- 
istry of tourism employee who lives in Gaza, ac- 
companied a foreign tour group on a sightseeing 
trip around Palestinian cities. Although all mem- 
bers of the tour group were permitted to leave 
Gaza, Suzanne has not returned home. She re- 
mains confined to Bethlehem where the Israeli 
army detained her. 

Ahmed ZakL, an employee of the Palestinian 
broadcasting corporation, is in a comparable pre- 
dicament Za1ri was in Gaza when the recent up- 
rising took place and the Israeli authorities have 
prevented him Scorn returning home to the West 
Bank. He has tried and failed on three occasions 
to leave Gaza by accompanying Palestinian min- 
isters in their vehicles. Each time the Israeli army 
allowed the ministers to pass but detained ZakL 
Now be is attempting to find a route out of Gaza 
into Egypt and then cm to Jordan, where he will 
attempt to enter Che West Bank. Zaki fears, how- 
ever, that if he goes to Jordan he may never be al- 
lowed into Sue West Bank again. 

A group of Egyptians found themselves, in foe 
wake of the recent clashes, trapped in a sealed-off 
Bethlehem for three days. Although they were 
permitted to leave on the fourth day by a Pal- 
estinian bos taking them to Jerusalem and Jericho, 
each time they left one Palestinian city and en- 
tered another they bad to change buses. Israeli au- 
thorities require Palestinian vehicles to display li- 
cense plates identifying foe name of their city. 
Vehicles from one city are not allowed to enter 
any other city under foe rules of internal closure. 

After two years of self-rule the occupation Is 
still very much in evidence and the war against 
the Palestinians , which manifests itself in many 
different forms, continue s without aba t eme n t. 


Growing fears that Israel may launch a large-scale 
military offensive against Lebanon were heightened 
last week after Israeli warplanes and helicopters 
bombed areas in South Lebanon for eight con- 
secutive days. The latest flare-up in violence came 
after continuous Israeli threats against Lebanon and 
the movement of Syrian, Lebanese and Israeli troops. 

Israeli planes had rocketed suspected resistance tar- 
gets on the hills and the villages in foe Iqlim A!- 
Tufiah mountain ridge, a territory just north of Is- 
rael's occupied zone and a stronghold of Hizbullah, 
foe group spearheading foe guerrilla war to oust Is- 
raeli forces from territory they occupy in South Leb- 
anon. 

This followed a resistance operation which left two 
Israeli soldiers dead and a number of others wound- 
ed. Israeli shells slammed into civilian areas wound- 
ing 50-year-old Mariam Sharif Madi in the village of 
Jbaa. “We were sitting in our bouse when foe bomb- 
ing started. We had no idea that a shell would fell 
next to our house since foe cease-fire understanding 
does not allow Israel to hit populated areas. But a 
shell exploded only metres away and we were 
thrown across the room," Mariam, who broke her leg 
and suffered other injuries, told Al-Ahratn Weekly. 

The attack breached the April ceasefire under- 
standing between Lebanon and Israel which bans at- 
tacks on civilian areas. The five-nation monitoring 
group in charge of looking into truce violations ac- 
knowledged that Israel targeted civilian areas but no 
action was taken against the Israelis. It also con- 
sidered an Israeli complaint that Hizbullah guerrillas 
launched rockets from populated areas. The group 
said in a statement that firing on and from civilian ar- 
eas creates a very dangerous situation. 

The Israeli shelling also completely or partially de- 
stroyed a number of houses in foe villages of Iqlim 
Al-Tufiah. In Jarjouh, Abu Afif and his family were 
lucky to have left their house before it was hit 
“When foe bombing started we left the village. This 
morning we came back home only to find that our 


bouse and car were damaged by Israeli shells. Every 
time we rebuild what was destroyed, the bombs fail 
again. This is not a way to live," Abu Afif told foe 
Weekly. “This is not foe first time we experienced Is- 
raeli shell rag. But no matter what happens we are not 
leaving. We continue to remain steadfast This is our 
home, our land and nobody will make us leave.’ 1 

Lebanon has reportedly taken seriously a warning 
by foe head of Israel's proxy militia in South Leb- 
anon, Antoine Labd, of a possible large-scale mil- 
itary strike if guerrilla attacks against Israelis in the 
south are stepped up and if Beirut does not accept Is- 
rael's Lebanon First proposal. 

Foreign Minister Fares Boueiz described foe warn- 
ing as “blackmail which aimed at forcing Lebanon to 
accept Israel’s peace proposals". Lebanon and Syria 
rejected Israel’s offer to resume talks without condi- 
tions and reaffirmed negotiations should be based on 
foe principle of exchanging land for peace. 

In July, Israel said it was ready to withdraw from 
South Lebanon under a deal to be negotiated with 
Syria, if Syrian troops also left Lebanon and if foe 
Lebanese army guarantees Israel's security against 
guerrilla attacks. 

Syria has during the past few weeks redeployed at 
least 12,000 troops — a third of its force in Lebanon 
— to the Bekaa, near foe Syrian border. Some of foe 
troops are within striking range of key Israeli posts in 
die Golan Heights. Press reports quoting Lebanese 
sources said Syria drafted some 100,000 of its na- 
tionals here rato the army as part of its defensive mo- 
bilisation. The- Israeli media highlighted the move- 
ments as plausible indications that Syria, frustrated 
over deadlocked peace talks, might be preparing an 
attack against IsraeL 

But Syrian President Hafez Al-Assad recently de- 
nied foe troop movement from foe Bekaa closer to 
the Golan amounted to a prelude to an attack on Is- 
rael. Syrian forces started redeploying after Israeli 
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu apparently 
threatened Syria when be said attacks on Israelis and 


their local allies would cause an escalation of the srt~J 
uation. J 

Damascus had said earlier the movements are not 
“distanced from the increasing Israeli threats against} 
Damascus and Beirut which gives Syria. foe right toj 
strengthen its forces." ‘ v r 

Lebanon has also reinforced its defenses on the 
front-lines in the west Bekaa — between the Leb- 
anese-Syrian border and the edge of Israel’s occupth 
tion zone. Israeli forces have also reinforced their po- 0c 
sitions in occupied South Lebanon. 

While the concerned parties have' been fadring ujj 
defensive positions, foe American amb assador to' 
Lebanon, Richard Jones, ruled out a militar y con-} 
frontation between Syria and Israel “I do not ,se^ 


tack against Lebanon." 1- -f 

France has also tried to reassure Israel about ,16*} 
Syrian movements and maintained that the re* 
deployments were routine. J 

But the Iranian ambassador to Lebanon, Harney on 
Ali Zadah, said foe recent Israeli threats should; b4 





taken seriously. Tehran morally and financiall y 
backs Hizbullah. The leader of a splinter faction of 


foe Palestine Liberation Organisation, Colonel Mumj* 
Makdah, expected foe security atuation to de- 
teriorate in the south. “There will be no Israeli attack 
similar to Operation Grapes of Wrath, but Israel wflj 
step up its aggressions in foe south,” he told the 
Weekly. } 

The deputy editor-in-chief of As-Setfir da fly, Mof- 
hamed M ashmens hi, said foe new uprising in foe 


self-rule areas may have a positive effect on the Syr}- ja 
ian and Lebanese negotiating fronts with IsraeL “fif r*-~ 


ian and Lebanese negotiating fronts with IsraeL “sf 
Israel is pressured to make concessions on the Pal- 
estinian front, it could mean- it will yield to Syrian 
and Lebanese demands. In feet, Israeli politicians 


were recently talking about giving up parts of the Gcf- 
lan. This may be the beginning,” he tnldthe JFeeAffr.j 
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There Lore been two battles be- 
tween Palestinians and Israelis 
over the past few- days. One is 
over Jerusalem, and was most 
immediately provoked by Israeli 
Mayor EhudOhnert's decision 
to re-open a ' tunnel beneath 
what some Jews call die Tem- 
ple Mount, site of the second 
temple destroyed almost two 
millennia ago, and what Mus- 
lims call Al-Haram Al-Sfaarif, 
the noble sanctuary^ where die 
Mosque of Omar and the Aqsa 
Mosque have stood for. almost 
fifte en hundred yearns As bods 
sides quite rigidly see it, die is- 
sue is dominance over Je- 
rusalem! - • • 

The sodden, mkkfle-of-the- 
night re-opening- of the tunnel - 
seems the :lstest in a series of 
“created” facts, an act of ar- 
rogant triiuudbalism. a sort of 


_ of Palestinian rod Mos- 
lim noses in the dirt This had: 
the added effect of pouring fuel 
on fee smoldering sectarian 
competition that has been the 
city's long-s tanding bane; 1 do 
not think there is any doubt feat ; 
this Likud assertion of what is 
unmistakably Jewish power ' 
over Muslim holy places was 
intended to show the world, es- 
pecially fee increasingly : jk>w- 
erful right-wing Israeli religious 
factions, thzt Juda&n can do 
what it wants, ft is a profoundly’ 
ugly gesture planned also to 
dramatHw Palestinian (Arab, 
Muslim) powerlessness. 

The second battle is full of ' 
paradoxes and arises directly 
out of the Oslo peace process. 
Those of us who criticised it 
from the start were a minority 
who grasped its ungenerous, es- 
sentially hnm3iatuig - implica- 
tions for file Palestinian people. 
This view has since acquired 
great support Sponsored by die 
United States, fee peace process ' 
was built callously upon fee 
sufferings of a people whose so- 
ciety had been destroyed in 
1948 by an incoming Jewish' 
population claiming biblical 
rights in Palestine. Tiro thirds . 
of file land's inhabitants were 
driven from their homes. In 
1967 Israel ptxaqried the rest of 
historic Palestine. Yet Oslo nei- 
ther ended .Palestinian : d5s- 
ion, nor genuinely sJ- 
tfaeshort-term miseries 
of an Israeli militar y occupation . 
during which the economy, in- 
frastructure, human resources of 
die Palestinians had been prog- 
rammatically damaged. It is • 
true . that Yasser Arafat, isolated 


- after his nrinoos Gnlf crisis policy, 
was allowed in 1994 to set up a 
truncated autonomy regime dial 
. ^ was still controlled by the Israelis. 

' .But despite the rhetoric and some 
of the ceremonies and symbols of 
‘ peace, Israeli West Bank settle- 
ments grew during fee Rabin- 
. Peres period feat ended in May of 
this year. The newly re-drawn ar- 
eas of fee West Bank and. iGaza 
gave ■ Palestinians limited auton- 
omy (but no sovereignty). Mean- 
while Arafat built a Palestinian 
Authority that was, so far as gen- 
erally improving conditions was 
concerned, a rfiym*l fail- 
ure. ‘ 

-- The autonomy arrange- 
ments dot Palestinians 
(excluding the four mil- 
lion refugees whose. des- 
tiny was postponed to 
: some nebulous “final 
-.status" situation) have to 
live wife today are a bi- 
zaire' amalgam of three 
historically discarded 
“solutions’ 1 devised by 
white colonialists to fee 
problem of native- peo- 
ples in 19th-century Af- 
rica' and fee Americas. 

One was the concept that 
natives could be tamed 
into irrelevant exotics, 

Wife , their fwtrm 

from them, and- Irving 
conditions settled on 
them, that reduced -them 
to day labourers arid pre- 
modem fanners. Tins is fee Amer- 
ican Indian model. Second is fee 
division of lands (reservations) 
intn non continuous bantustans, in 
which an apartheid policy gave 
special privileges to white (today’s 
Israeli) settlers, while letting fee 
natives live in their own run-down 
ghettos; there drey would be re- 
sponsible for tbdr municipal af- 
fairs, yet subject to white (again 
Israeli) security control. This is 
die South African modeL Finally 
the. need to give these measures 
some degree of local accqptabilxty 
required a native “chief” to sign 
on the dotted line. Tins was fee 
French and British model for 19th- 
century Africa. 

The problem, of ooiiirse, is that, 
as ~a nation, fee Palestinians were 
hardly likely to be content with 
ramshackle of this 

sort. Arafat placed himself in an 
impossible situation. ‘ He kept 
premising things (like East Je- 
rusalem) winch he simply could 
not deliver, but he was also too 
jealous of his cram power to allow 
anyone else any authority or 
breathing space. Most of fee re- 


The explosion in Palestine is a revolt against 
the text and maps, the planners and imple- 
mentation of Palestinian colonisation and 
humiliation, writes Edward Said. It may 
also herald the end of the two-state solution 


■ wards he, as well as fee Israelis 
and Americans, kept speaking 
about never materialised. Gaza has 
70 per cent unemployment.--. In- 
vestments have not poured in. The 
clamp-down on expression and 
democratic practices is as severe 
as under direct Israeli rule. A vast 
police apparatus has transformed 
the barely discernible outlines of 
- ■ Pal es tini an into 

a premature replica of countries 
like Iraq. And still fee Israelis cla- 
mour for security from Palestinian 
terrorists while their colonists con- 
fiscate more land, build more 



houses, bully more people such as 
the inhabitants of Hebron whose 
rair rmt p light is a capsule version 
of the whole mess. Guarded by 
TTnit< of fee Israeli army a group 
of 400 settlers squats in fee middle 
of this Arab town whose 200,000 
inhabitants have been punished by 
curfews, the closure of file central 
market, and a whole system of 
barricades. Why? Because in -Feb- 
ruary 1994 Baruch Goldstein en- 
tered the Hebron mosque and mas- 
sacred 29 Muslim worshippers in 
cold blood. 

No human beings can endure 
grotesque injustice and s ufferin g 
of fins kind for very long. Since 
Netanyahu came to power he has 
intenmnably made it clear that he 
is tough and that peace wife the 
terrorist Arafat is a negligible pri- 
ority. But tins was all icing on a 
cakf! already baked and partially 
eaten by the Labour Party. The 
terrible thing is how much some 
Palestinians trusted Israeli in- 
tentions, particularly at a time 
when some Arab gov ernm ent s 
were so supinely weak and villain- 
ous in their hypocrisy and men- 


dacity. 

A good deal of what has been 
happening in Jerusalem, Gaza 
and the West Bank is therefore 
an explosion feat could easily 
have been foreseen. It is an in- 
tifada against fee very texts and 
maps of the Oslo Accords, and 
against its planners and par- 
ticipants, Israeli as well as Pal- 
estinian. For several months, 
Palestinian dissatisfaction wife 
Arafat's regime has been ex- 
pressed in nrini-inti&das 
against his police in places like 
Nablus and Tulkarem. Polls 
have shown a marked increase 
in disaffection and anger. But 
when fee die is cast and there 
seems to be a new Israeli push 
to hurt all Palestinians, the rage 
spills over, as it has during the 
past few days, wife Arafat and 
Netanyahu having no real 
choice left except to try to 
bring things pndw control, to 
make Oslo work a little longer. 

The honor of so modi Pal- 
estinian blood wantonly spilled 
is scarcely mitigated by a prem- 
onition of future eruptions. Is- 
rael is trying as much as pos- 
sible now to pre-empt, perhaps 
even circumvent, tin final- 
status negotiations. Palestinian 
options are not so clear, given 
fee tremendous disadvantages 
under which we suffer as a peo- 
ple. The right of Palestinians 
bring beaten, shoved around, 
ar rested, killed and wounded is 
very painful and an occasion 
for deep sorrow and anger. It is 
perhaps possible that Arafat 
mH his KhaVffn Pales tinian Au- 
thority may have begun to per- 
ceive that the final status is 
likely to be as dismal as the 
present one, thus egging on un- 
armed civ ilians to take on file 
Israeli army. But there is al- 
ways file danger that such jus- 
tified discontent cannot so easi- 
ly be turned off and on, or 
manip ul a t ed whenever the go- 
ing gets rough wife the un- 
regenerate Netanyahu. 

The present crisis is, I think, 
a glimmering of fee end of the 
two-state solution whose un- 
workability Oslo, peihaps un- 
consciously, embodies. Israelis 
and Palestinians are too inter- 
twined wife each other in his- 
tory, experience and actuality 
to separate, even though each 
proclaims fee need for separate 
statehood. The challenge is to 
find a peaceful way in which to 
co-exist not as waning Jews, 
Muslims, and Christians, but as 
equal citizens in die same land. 


A land and 
its people- 


Having witnessed the latest uprising 
in Ramaliah there is no question, 
writes Mahmoud Darwish, that 
the only possible immediate solution 
to the Palestinian question lies in 
establishing two states 


It appears now — and for some time to come — feat fee 
Palestinians will continue to be deprived of fee op- 
portunity to transform their reflection, whether in their 
own mir ro r or in (be mirrors of others, from that of hero 
or victim to the image they so much desire, feat of an or- 
dinary person. And the reason for tins? Simply because 
their reality is being transformed yet again from a grey 
area that opens onto the unknown to a bloody one open- 
ing onto belL 

TblS Wife *n P TjVjTmfjrtjil H rained 

of the minimum of national independence, justice, and 
conditions necessary for securing an ordinary human life, 
hi*? resulted in an explosion that was easily predicted by 
those capable of distinguishing between a truce dictated 
by military arengfe and a zeal peace. The latter, evolving 
from a new conceptual framework, fee 

TTHftreil iiftw^iy of all parties in for- 
mulating their common future, one 
which respects fee rights of all, both 

on the ImiH and ft 

Yet the Israeli obsession wife ex- 
pelling fee native other, both from 
die present and die past, has yet to be 
satiated, hence the search for such 
mriwit memories as might legitim- 
ise fee dteft — effected by fee latest 
tools of war dragged in the wake of a 
myth — of a land and its people. 

Hence the digging, the search for al- 
ternative roots of legitimacy, ex- 
cavating an obsession that tran- 
scends the realm of politics to 
encompass psychological complexes 
that need not exist following the ad- 
vent of die new world older. Yet 
they continue digging, in the hope 
that die bottom of the earth might 
f urnish clearer evidence, and in die 
hope feat the buried self might reveal 
that history, as well as God, is die 
monopoly of one people, beyond the 


What hes deep beneath fee surface of die land? And 
what if we were able to decipher the exact use of these 
tunnels, were able to tell whether they were the site of die 
stables of Solomon's putative horses, or a Roman drain- 
age tystem for dirty water, or clean water for that matter, 
or even warehouses for honey and ofl? 

Whatever it is decided these tunnels may once have 
been there can be no doubt feat they constitute die her- 
itage of die land, are evidence of the glory and variety of 
its civilizations and cultures and of the myths created by 
the tribes and peoples who have lived there since ancient 
times . They are a component of the rich and varied story 
feat is the history of Palestine. 

God knows there arc reasons enough in our own time, 
on the ground and not beneath it, to ignite conflict, with- 
out tins obsession for rooting beneath die surface, for 
turning the past, too, into a battle ground. 

A cursory glance at the lives of Palestinians under oc- 
cupation, under an e xperim e n tal peace that has com- 
pounded the appetite of the occupiers for then expres- 
sions of arrogance and racism, is sufficient to expose the 
extent to which they have been deprived of die right to 
ponder basic questions about fee self and life, deprived 
of the right to lead an ordinary hie. The Palestinians can- 
not walk towards an ordinary day. Between each of then- 
steps die occupa ti on has erected a huge number of bar- 
ricades, barricades that speak not only of the superiority 
of fee white coloniser but which constantly r emin d the 
Palestinian that be is worthy not even of inferior status. 

When the meandering Israeli consciousness made a 
backward leap and brought to power forces representing 


the traditionalist Zionist past, (hose forces arrived armed 
wife a classical racist discourse ami a project that sought 
to reduce the Palestinian ghetto into a square of despair. 
They delivered a single message to die Arab world — 
dial the book of the Arab-Israeli struggle would have to 
be reopened at its first page. The Palestinians — hostages 
to such conditions — and their National Authority, had 
no choice but to conclude, resoundingly, that there could 
be no glimmer of light, of peace, at the end of any of he 
tunnels excavated by the Zionist past, be those monels 
under or over ground. 

The present uprising — occurring in a climate sym- 
pathetic on due national, regional and international levels 
— is an attempt to prompt Israel into a redefinition of its 
concept of peace and a reconsideration of its options vis- 
&-vis the question of war and peace. It is an urgent call 
for a more harmonious formulation 
of the pcace/security equation. 
Certainly security, in the narrow, 
oppressive sense, can never lead to 
peace. Rather it is peace, which en- 
compasses the recognition of the 
national identity and humanity of 
the other, that will furnish security. 

The heroic uprising of the Pal- 
estinian people a sudden man- 
ifestation of a spirit returned? One 
should not be tempted by such rhe- 
torical flourishes for the anxious 
spirit of die Palestinians has smoul- 
dered like an ember, had never 
been extinguished in die way ar- 
rogance had led fee Israelis to as- 
sume. What happened is simple. 
The Palestinians were bound to 
give fee unjust settlement prof- 
fered them fee time needed before 
Israeli consciousness of the nature 
of their relationship wife the other 
could evolve, the time necessary 
before this present, unjust settle- 
ment could be tr an sformed into a just peace, satisfying 
the national interests of both parties and r e prese nting a 
human value to be cherished. 

The new obstacles, daily placed by tbe Israeli occupa- 
tion in die .way of Palestinian destiny, do not imply that 
fee two state option most now retreat, that the only op- 
tion now is the long term historical solution of ooe state 
fra two peoples. On the contrary, fee hell let loose by the 
Israeli occupation on the lives of fee Palestinians, fee at- 
mosphere of growing suspicion between Israelis and Pal- 
estinians, the military, psychological and educational 
chasm that sep arat es fee two peoples all contrive to nuke 
of the two state .option the most realistic of solutions. 
And at fee moment it is impossible to even contemplate 
fee long-tsnn historical solution of a single state wife 
two peoples without first having two states. 

. The uprising of tbe Palestinian people illustrates the in- 
terlocking nature of the relationship between peace and 
freedom and between tbe Palestinian-Israeli peace and 
the Arab-Israeli peace. It takes us beyond any reading of 
texts of mterirn agreements and die H umiliatin g mann er 
of imp le menting those texts, towards something much 
clearer and far-sighted. It takes us to the overwhelming 
questions which die Israelis are intent on evading. How 
can a transitional peace be established without a clear vi- 
sion of die final goal? Fra how long can tbe Pales tinians 
continue the. experiment wife tins e xp e rim ental peace 
that is at once flawed and imposed under occupation. 

It is peace, now, fear is itself in search of peace. 

Article especially written for Al-Ahram Weekly, trans- 
lated by Mona Ards and edited by Nigel Ryan. 



Consensus and conflict 


What lessons can be gleaned from recent events in Palestine? 
Azmi Bishara plots the bottom line and its likely repurcussions 


Recent uprisings in tbe West Bank, East Jerusalem - foer Judaise fee dty mnstbe weighed against the re- 
and Gaza illustrate three fundamental aspects of the actions provoked by the act of opening a breach in a 

ongoing crisis. Firsdyi thei model devised for die 10cm thick wall in fee AJ-flaram Al-Sharif complex. 

Palestinian National Authority's security forces, - Events also show drat at a time when Palestinians 
fashioned along the lines of LabatTs anny inSonfe are struggling fra sovereignty over tbeirlands it has 
Lebanon — devised, incidentally, by the Israeli La- become increasingly app a rent drat it is only when 
hour Party and not the Likud — has proved a dis- die Palestinians themselves draw upon their latent 
aral failure. The Ptiectimn security forces could resourcesfoshapethefrowndestiitydiatotherforc- 
not, after afi, standidty by as Hslestiuians were sub- es — Arab diplomacy, fee international community 

juried to a premeditated massacre, as hails of bul- mid even the Israeli opposition, spurred into action 
lets showered down on Palestinian civilians don- after die death of Israeli soldiers — are activated in 

rthstmting in theOccupicdTenitoiies. And fee the search fra a just solution, 
failure of die model devised by Israel win not only Hus is the bottom line. But what actually under- 
have repercussions fin fee present Likud govern- jpinned recent events in Palestine? There appears to 

raent, hot will constitute a problem for any future be an Israeli consensus dial responsibility for the 

Labour government. To flume feat a force based on killing of tens of Palestinians ami Israelis, and the 

Lahad's southern Lebanese, anny could succeed in wounding of hundreds of Palestinians, rests square- 
Palestine runs counter to.&e logic of bistray and the ly wife die Israeli prime minister, Benyamm No- 

nature of die conflict in Palestine. . tanyahu, whose approach to the Arab-Israeli con- 

Recent events also serve to Qtastrate fee centrality -flirt is based on two premises, 
of Jerusalem in tie Arab psyche. Any ferret to file city Netanyahu ap p roaches issues wife a crisis manr 

is capable of concretising Arab solidarity to the extent agement rather than political mindset. He is tm- 

that any new action by thclikud government to fur- willing to countenance any comprehensive peace 


wife file Palestinians, mgigtmg mstewd on pursuing 
policies of dispossession. And thus (he pattern 
emerges — action by the Israeli government pro- 
voking a crisis, followed by a meeting wife die Pal- 
estinian leadership to calm the reactions they had 
themselves provoked. From which, of course, we 
must conclude that Netanyahu views his meeting 
with Arafat as a concession on his part, and one for 
which Arafat should be duly grateful. 

The second pr e mi se is basal less on Netanyahu’s 
own misconceptions than on die overtly racist belief 
on Netanyahu’s part in some nascent propensity on 
die part of Arabs to backtrack when faced wife 
force. In any crisis Netanyahu believes that the only 
dung die Israelis need to do is exhibit their un- 
flinching resolve and the Arabs will eventually 
abandon any claims to their rights. After all, what is 
the history of the Arab-Israeli struggle if not a re- 
treat by Arabs before the logic of Israeli might? 
Such inherent racism means, of course, dial the only 
real thorn in Netaqyabn's side is the existence of a 
dissenting voice within Israeli society itself 

Given his misunderstandings of fee problems we 


should not, then, have been surprised that Ne- 
tanyahu was taken aback by fee unfolding of events 
in the last few days when, rather than retreat, tbe 
Palestinians stood their ground before die bullets of 
die Israeli army and in so doing illustrated their re- 
fusal to become collaborators with, or even com- 
plaisant subjects o£ Israeli power. Events also re- 
vealed that the Palestinian leadership is itself 
capable of making successful calculations, and that 
they are not in die business of offering Netanyahu 
unconditional cooperation, or of allowing him a 
smooth ride during his four year term wife its con- 
tinuing programme of Judaisation. 

The extent of Netanyahu's surprise was clearly 
visible during the first press conference he held fol- 
lowing fee outbreak of violence when for the first 
time in die history of Israel a prime minister faced 
die press surrounded by all the symbols of Israeli 
mi ght. Flanking Netanyahu at the co n ference were 
fee minister of defence, the minis ter of interna! se- 
curity, the chief of militaiy intelligence, tbe chief of 
general intelligence, chief of Stan of fee anny and 
die chief of staff of fee police. The message of this 


unprecedentedscene was clem-. Here was a weak 
prime minister inviting die militaiy establishment to 
share responsibility for his political miscalculations. 

So what is the likely outcome of the recent con- 
frontation? Certainly the Palestinians have achieved 
some gains despite tbe fact that tbe balance of power 
is firmly tipped in Israel's favour. They have dis- 
covered that they can command regional and inter- 
national support against die crude policies of die Li- 
kud government providing they are able to smooth 
oat internal difficulties and facilitate a constructive re- 
lationship between die Palestinian Authority and Pal- 
estinian civil society. And the key towards budding 
such a relationship rests in the bands of the Pal- 
estinian political establishment, which «m and should 
be the driving force behind a campaign against tbe 
system of apartheid operating in Palestine. 

If the events of the last week have proved any- 
thing, it is that, following die collapse of apartheid 
in South Africa, die cost of replicating such a sys- 
tem in Palestine will be insupportable. 

The writer is an Arab member of the Israeli Knesset 


I 





1 JJtttmmr00r» 




3-9 October 1 996 



Jerusalem 

centre 


Faisal Husseini, Palestinian 
National Authority official in 
charge of the Jerusalem file, 
talks to Rasha Saad about 
the fury in Jerusalem 


Israel has charged that the Pal- 
estinians overreacted to the tunnel’s 


opening. How do you respond? 

The opening of the tunnel was the straw 
that broke the camel's back. The Israelis 
not only refrained from implementing 
the peace agreement but also violated it; 
they have deprived some Palestinians of 
their identity cards and closed Jerusalem 
to isolate it There is also the problem 
of Palestinian prisoners, the settlement 
expansions, and the recent internal clo- 
sures. 

The danger of the tunnel's opening 
lies in that it violates the status quo in 
the city, thus sparking confrontation be- 
tween the Palestinians and the Israelis. 
The Israelis implemented changes in 
their own interests before negotiations 
about the final status of Jerusalem have 
even begun. The opening of the tunnel 
was also seen as the beginning of a se- 
ries of Israeli measures to gain total 
control over Jerusalem. 


Since the tunnel has existed for over a 
decade, why didn’t yon object earlier? 
The Israelis have hinted at opening this 
tunnel before, and I warned them that 
this step would spark unrest. I cautioned 
Former Israeli Premier Shimon Peres' 
government directly and now Ne- 
tanyahu’s government indirectly through 
the media. Also, the Islamic Waqf di- 
rectly warned Netanyahu of the con- 
sequences of opening the tunnel. 


Are Israeli violations in Jerusalem 
part of a consistent overall Israeli pol- 
icy or were they intensified under Li- 
kud? 

I believe they are part of an overall pol- 
icy. We were able to confront Peres' 
government and establish dialogue. 
However. Netanyahu’s government does 
not want to discuss anything with us. 
During Peres' administration there were 
violations, but Netanyahu's actions are 
all violations. 


You have repeatedly accused Israel of 
taking steps, to Judaise Jerusalem. 
How has this been accomplished? 

Israel has prevented Palestinians from 
building new houses while at the same 
time allowing Israelis to do so. Employ- 
ment opportunities are rare in Jerusalem 
and thus Palestinians are pushed to seek- 
ing jobs outside the city. Furthermore. 
Israel deprives them of their identity 
cards. 

The Israelis have also been working 
on closing and cordoning off Jerusalem. 
Shop owners, greatly affected by such 
closures, have been forced to move their 
shops outside the city — in other words, 
indirectly they were evicted. 


Do yon think that the latest violence 
imposed the issue of Jerusalem as a 
priority in peace negotiations? 
Certainly. The latest incidents did im- 
pose the issue as a priority: Linder such 
circumstances, ignoring the issue would 
be disastrous. Now there is no post- 
poning the issue. And this is not some- 
thing- that can be delayed simply be- 
cause Israel does not want a solution. 


What are the Palestinians’ most ur- 
gent demands at the moment? 

Israel should implement exactly what 
has already been agreed upon, address 
the issue of the Palestinian prisoners, 
and start die redeployment from Hebron. 


But do the Palestinians bold bar- 
gaining cards which are strong 
enough to force concessions from, an 
extremist Liknd government? 

The Palestinian reaction was a cry dial 
answers ‘yes wtt have!’. A cry that says 
that we are ready to confront any threat 
the way we did this time. Nonetheless, 
we would choose negotiations against 
those who are using their guns. 


And what about the rest of the Arab 
countries? 

Politically, Jerusalem should be a prior- 
ity fat all die Arab world. It should be 
addressed not only on (he level of (he 
Arab League but also on the level of bi- 
lateral talks. 

Spiritually, the Arabs should publicise 
die Jerusalem issue through media cam- 
paigns and semmars and by teaching its 
history in schools. We should also care 
to guide tourists through our means of 
communication and acquaint them with 
the Jerusalem issue. Financially, Je- 
rusalem is in great need of And? aid. 
We are hoping that there will be coop- 
eration between Arab schools, uni- 
versities and hospitals and those in Je- 
rusalem. 



In the worst 
clashes of their 
kind since the 
end of the 
Intifada in 1993, 
Israeli soldiers 
dashed with 
Palestinians - 
demonstrating 
against the 
opening of the 
tunnel beneath 
Al-Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem. 
Israeli soldiers, 
squaring off 
against 
protesters, 
worked with 
brutal efficiency, 
not only 

assaulting young 
Palestinians 
wielding stones, 
bat also directing 
their blows at top 
Palestinian 
officials tike 
80-year-old 
Zufadi 

Nashashibi (top). 
Torn between 
their official 
responsibilities 
and standing 
alongside the 
young 

demonstrators, 
PA forces 
(bottom) 
ultimate ty joined 
in the struggle, 

complementing 
the barrage of 
stones and ballets 
with some ballets 
of their own. 

Meanwhile, 
Israeli peace 
activists staged 
their own 
demonstration, 

protesting against 

Netanyahu's 

policies. 

(photos: Reuters, 
AFP, APf 





‘Nobody is 

intimidated’ 


<>il 0 


Hanan Ashrawi, 
Palestinian minister of 
education and 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council member, talks 
to Sherine Bahaa about 
the Palestinian 
resistance to Israel’s 
intransigence which 
came to a head with the 
opening of a tunnel in 
Jerusalem’s old city 


Do these events herald a resumption of the 
Intifada, albeit in different forms? 

It is similar to the Intifada in that it is popular, 
spontaneous and a collective expression of hu- 
man will in the face of injustice and oppres- 
sion. It was a very significant message sent to 
the Israelis and to the world at large to show 
that the Palestinian people are seriously com- 
mitted to a genuine peace. They will not ac- 
cept any violation of their rights, their lands 
and their holy places or of their future. 

So it should have been an eye-opener for 
the sponsors [of the peace process], the inter- 
national community and for the Israeli gov- 
ernment which has done nothing but use the 
language of threat, intimidation, military dom- 
ination and oppression. 


Many in Palestine and outside it are now 
convinced that after 100 days in office Ne- 
tanyahu has proved to be a committed en- 
emy of peace. Why then go on with the 
peace process? 

Netanyahu has proved many things. His gov- 
ernment, its frame of mind, mentality, public 
statements and discourse is a drawback in his- 
tory. This government uses the anachronistic 
and archaic language of the pre-peace era, 
previous to Madrid. It uses the language of 
ideology and military superiority and control. 
It uses the language of strength and absolut- 
ism. It has single handedly succeeded in creat- 
ing an atmosphere of confusion, violence and 
distrust, not only for the Palestinians but for 
the Arab World and the world at large. 

Netanyahu is not in touch with reality; he 
deals only with a fictitious reality that is fab- 
ricated in his own mind and, therefore, has no 
critical distance from himself or bis own ac- 
tions and statements. He tries to find a scape- 
goat and blame the victim instead of really as- 
sessing the tremendously dangerous policies 
and measures that he has taken and that have 
led to a very serious deterioration of the situa- 
tion. 

So this kind of wilful blindness, whether it 
is as a result of ignorance or whether it is as a 
result of conscious manipulation of (he facts, 

is extremely dangerous in a statesman who 
holds the peace process hostage and who can 
draw the whole region into a whole new cycle 
of conflict, violence and war. 


The popularity of Netanyahu has decreased 
over the past few days and a meeting be- 
tween ex-premier Peres and the head of the 
Sbas Party was Interpreted as an attempt 
to withdraw confidence Grom the govern- 
ment and call for early elections. What do 
you think? 

First, the Israeli opposition, unfortunately, has 
to put its house in order because it is in a bit 
of disarray after its defeat in the elections. It 
is time that they put behind them all their in- 
ternal rivalries and mutual recriminations and 
start dealing with the challenges of the present 
and the future. I feel (bat the Israeli opposition 
has been alarmingly quiet even though they 
just started moving recently, a bit late. 

They need to present a real agenda as opposed 
to Netanyahu's spurious agenda. Therefore, it 
is up lo them to challenge Netanyahu's dis- 
course and actions, and to prove to the world 
that Israel still has a constituency for peace. 
This is needed for the integrity of Israel itself 
because Netanyahu is going to bring de- 
struction on the Israelis as well as on the Pal- 
estinians and the Arab World. 

Now, I feel that there have been political 
moves being made. Peres has met with the 
Shas leader and they are meeting with other 
religious leaders. There are two ways in 
which this could go, either to withdraw con- 
fidence which is not an easy thing to do given 
the nature of the new elections’ law and the 
Fact that Netanyahu was elected directly as an 
individual. Or they could move towards a na- 
tional unity government. Clearly this govern- 
ment is very dangerous for everybody. But if 
the opposition enters into a coalition, it is 
very important that the national unity govern- 
ment is not constituted at foe expense of foe 
peace camp, the voice of reason and modera- 
tion in Israel. In Israel, whenever there Has 
been such a national unity government, the 
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What is your interpretation of events in Je- 
rusalem and tiie rest of the Occupied Ter- 
ritories this week? 

The situation here has been progressively de- 
teriorating as a result of a very persistent Is- 
raeli policy of reneging on agreements, vi- 
olating Palestinian rights, imposing collective 
p unishments , expanding settlement activities, 
carrying out unil ateral steps in Jerusalem to 
change'foe character of foe city and to extract 
it from foe heart of Palestine, refusing to ne- 
gotiate permanent status issues, malting ideo- 
logical statements about permanent status 
agenda topics like Jerusalem and Palestinian 
statehood. 

In addition. Israel went on imposing closure 
and a state of siege on Palestinian territories. 
This has led to the destruction of whatever 
economy we have bad. imposed severe hard- 
ships on foe Palestinian people and at foe 
same time eroded any confidence people have 
in the peace process or in Israeli intentions. 

Matters have been building up and they 
came to a bead with the digging of the tunnel, 
which in a sense epitomises many of Israel’s 
violations. It is foe essence of Israeli policy, ft 
is an expression of total disregard for Pal- 
estinian rights, feelings and spiritual commit- 
ments. It is a total violation of foe character of 
Jerusalem. At foe same time, these unilateral 
actions in Jerusalem seek to consolidate Is- 
rael's unilateral illegal annexation of the city. 
Additionally, emotions were highly inflamed 
as a result of foe non-redeployment from Heb- 
ron and the rest of the West Bank. 


dominant party generally neutralised the 
weaker one. Hopefully, if there is to be_snch$ 
government, it will be on foe basis of a peace, 
program i and not on the basis of ac- 
commodating the agenda of the entrenched 
right wing. ' ; 


How do. yon interpret Netanyahu’s timing 
of opening the tunnel, especially with the 
US presidential elections due in five weety 
time? 

I think that Netanyahu has misjudged the sit- 
uation totally. He felt that be could exploit foe 
pre-election period and capitalise on foe US's 
inability to exert pressure on Israel as a result 
of its domestic constraints during an election 
period. But what he has done is .actually - to 
draw the US into a very critical situation be- 
cause foe current government is facing a real 
chall enge to prove that h can rescue peace 
without putting pressure on the Israelis, know- 
ing chat foe two are irreconcilable. If the US 
seriously wants to rescue peace, then it has to 
take a firm stance toward Israel. 

Netanyahu has placed Clinton in a very dif- 
ficult situation vis-a-vis his constituency and 
created an atmosphere of tremendous in- 
stability and volatility which does not allow 
the US President to exploit foe Middle East 
peace factor in his favour in foe elections. 

1 think it is a serious political miscalculation 
to cry to exploit foe so-called “paralysis of a 
pre-election government'’ and at foe same 
time plunge foe region into turbulence. The 
US is trying to keep up the appearance of be- 
ing foe peace broker in charge of bringing to- 
gether parties that are hostile and distrustful 
of each other. If this summit fails then very 
clearly the repercussions will be widely felt, 
not least among the American voters. > 


Jordan suggested establishing an' inter- 
national committee to monitor the holy 
sites in Jerusalem. What do yon think .of 
this suggestion? 1 

I think such suggestions have. to be. cor 
ordinated with the Palestinians and with foe 
Arab World. Jerusalem is a Palestinian city 
under Israeli occupation and we are re-, 
sponsible for the holy sites. The Palestinian 
Islamic Waqf is in charge of foe. holy sites and 
the Palestinian Christian churches are in 
charge of the Christian holy places, but as far- 
as overall supervision I really feel that if wt; 
are going to need an international force it 
should be in all of the occupied territories to. 
ensure that Israel does not persist in violating 
our lands. 


Do you see any value in holding the ety 
onomlc summit in this regional atmosphere* 
of violence? .-i 

Frankly, no. I think that foe economic surrmyt* 
requires and presupposes an atmosphere .of. 
reconciliation. Right now foe Israeli govern*-, 
ment has no will to achieve peace. All its ef-. 
forts are directed at undermining peace. - . :i 
l do not think that creating again the illusion; 
of cooperation and prosperity in the regiem, 
will serve the cause of peace because it will., 
play into foe hands of the hardline and intran- 
sigent Israeli government to exploit for tab 
public image. It will also give Israel foe illu- 
sion that it can do whatever it wants. It can 
defy the world, insult foe Arab world, steal 
foe Palestinian reality and not only get away 
with it but also reap foe rewards. 


*■- v- : : ^ 


Netanyahu is adopting an intransigent at- 
titude. Will Arafat adopt a confrontational 
policy or will be go back to bis wait-and-see 
policy? 

Quite often reality supersedes decision mak- 
ing. The Palestinian people are extremely 
aware politically and economically and are ac- 
tively involved in their state's saga. You can- 
not disregard the human factor, especially! 
since our Palestinian- policy has been in basA - 
mouy with foe popular sentiment. - Vi 

You cannot make policy in a vacuum, In-c: 
stead you make policy on foe basis of many* 
criteria; your internal conditions, foe wihrofi 
your people, your alliances with fee Arab*] 
world, the internal support you have as weft** 
as your position internationally. Israel is one: 
factor but it cannot be the sole detetminiogY 
factor. . -iii 

I think our policy has to be formulated onv 
foe basis of a very solid and thoro ugh analysis ii A-" 
of all these factors. Primarily, however, * *■' 
leadership's responsibility is towards its own* 1 
people because a leadership’s legitimacy^ 
comes from its people. - 3 ": 

The persistence of Israelis in beating np.v 
Palestinian officials in public has dire inti 1 
plications both politically and ■ psychtno 
logically. What <to you think? 

This is not something new. Israel has a total* 
disregard for human values, for a minima l '-/ 
level of morality and for a minimal level of 
respect for the right of others. We, as peoples 
who have lived under occupation for all theses 
years, know first hand that Israel is capable>o£i' 
the extreme racist and violent actions which’ j 
were clearly displayed in foe last week. .-uari 
We have repeatedly exposed these Israeli - 
actions and attitudes. These latest confronts- -c 
dons merely proved the point feat Israel has« 
gone beyond the pale of any civilised and m ok., 
ral behaviour. If Israelis thmlr that the use of r 
violence and public beatings against Pal- ».t 
estinian leaders is going to discredit these*.. 
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leaders in foe eyes of their own people, foeyts + 
are wrong. It has foe opposite effect. If they,.' W>- 


are wrong. It has foe opposite effect. If they-. 1 
think they can intimidate Palestinians througfre*! 
such a blatant use of force and violence and 
such a violation of internatio nal ly accepted^ 
norms and standards of moral and political be&w 
haviour, they are sadly mistaken. Nobody.js^' 
intimidated. k 
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Who love! 
the Taliban? 


ONE OF the most consequential 'events of the 
week was the Stantons offee- Afghan capital 
Kabul by the wiflifawit Islamic group, die Taliban. 
Ironically, the Ahericatys a ppcfedie Taliban^ 

tyhile fhtf Tran l ^ng I n gtfig tf^m. ■ 

Robin Rafel, the United States assistant 7 
secretary, of state for Squfa Asia, has met Taliban, 
leaders in the past American State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bams raid on Mon&ryfhai 
US diplomats are prepared to resume travelling 
to Afghanistan if their , safety can be assured US 



Taliban as trying to export revolution. The 
Taliban are ambiguous about America's 
overtures. . 

For Washington, Afghanistan is of major 


location at the crossroads between Centra) Asia,' 
the South Asian subcontinent, China and the 
Middle East, butalso because Afghanistan is the 

world’s largest optum-producing country. 
Combating narcotic traffi c. icing seems to bo high 
on fee American foreign policy agenda. But is " 
this really the case? 

: The leaders of the Taliban movement are 

< deeply involved in dmg trafSckin^ something to 
■ jvhkfe America has turned a blind eye. 
r Afghanistan’s ousted rulers, also embroiled in 
• fee narcotics trade, received little sympathy from 
Washington. The US is seeking early talks with 
fee Taliban on terrorism, human rights and drag 


A Algfaarestan borders Iran and Pakistan —-both 
^Islamic republics of sorts. The latter actually 
supported the Taliban’s bid fox power. Iran’s 
:: Presided Hasfaemi Rafsanjani described fee 
.'■Taliban takeover as “regrettable’’. Shi’ite ban has 
long reguded fee ?S«nmftiidanMDtBlur 
..Taliban movement as an archenemy. “The 
{Taliban’s] top brass is side in the rrand,” said an 
.. editorial in the semi-official Iratoah daily 
.International. 

Meanwhile, Russia, fearing the spread of 
drags, weapons and narcotics in the former 
■ Soviet republics of Central Asia, called an 
emergency summit 6 f the Commonwealth of 
; Independent States to ifecn« fee Taliban 

take over hr Af ghanistan, Thp cnfwmit mrill talre 

place tomorrow in the Kazakh capital Almaty. 



A little camera shy, MnHab Mohamed Rabato, chief of fee new military council for Afghanistan (right) wife Talibani Islamic militiamen (photo: Reuters) 


Reaching across 
the Mediterranean 


A Cairo conference weighs issues dominating 
Euro-Arab relations. Gamal Nkrumah attended 


What is Europe coming to? Europe has 
high unemployment levels, but North 
Africa 1ms even higher rides of job- 
lessness. Racism and aim-immigrant 
sentiment is on the rise thronghotttEu- 
rtipe, and fascist and neo-Nazi groups 
Sre proliferating. Many of the im- 
migrants are North African. Yet fee iro- 
ny- is that - Europe, has . chosen this par- 
ticular moment to inake bveatures to fee' 
developing North African and . Middle 
Easton states south of fee Med- 
iterranean to achieve closer economic 
association, wen' integration, wife the 
European Union (EU). Of critical Im- 
portance is tin feet feat fee initiative » 
European, and feat Europe, calls, all the 
shots; Arab states are on the sidelines 

^The economic chameisleadi^ to Eu- 
rope from most North African countries 
are uncharted. Economic and trade re- 
lations in the Mediterranean basin have 
raJdagone a sea change. ^ Eotmahricpol- 
icy-making in the region has alsp been 
trffisformed. But economic and hide 
dilations betweeuEnropeand Neath Af- 
rica remain unequal Egyptian Minister 
of Economy ana International Coop- 
eration, Nawal Abdel-Moneim EI- 
Tatawy, put rt . succinctly'. ^Association 
with the EU imposes new realities ne- 
cessitating . radical structural read- 
justment in all fee productive processes 
of fee devatoping economies of the 


southern Mediterranean . .basin.*’ El- 
Tatawy was speaking at an international 
conference 00 Euro-Arab partnership 
agreements, convened in Cairo on 22 
and 23 September. 

For Norm Africa, fee trade winds of 
Change are unfavoorable . — but in- 
escapable. “There is a vast difference 
‘between the. .economic dynamics of Eu- 
rope and those of countries south of the 
Mediterranean. The two regions have 
dif feren t levels of economic develop- 
ment. European nations use advanced 
technologies in their industrial pro- 
duction. South of fee Mediterranean, fee. 

- technologies used invariably lag fer be- 
hind those used in Europe,” El-Tatawy 
explained- "The states south of fee Med- 
iterranean basin hope that closer as- 
sociation wife Europe will lead to in- 
creased transfer of technology so that 
they can accelerate their productive ca- 
. pacifies.” 

' Take textiles. Under the Uruguay 
Rotund., of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), quotas under 

- fee multi-fibre agreement wtB cease by 
fee end of 2004, but it is up to the EU, 
nod not tire southern Mediterranean tex- 
tile aid clo tiring exporting countries, to 
decide when particular quotas will go. 
In exchange, non-tariff barriers will be 
removed and tariffs will be reduced in 
fee textile-exporting countries. The bot- 
tom tine is feat free trade is not always 


entirely free, and that European interests 
take precedence over southern Med- 
iterranean aspirations. 

Europe is urging Arab nations to seize 
fee moment. But few people this side of 
the Mediterranean understand the pro- 
cesses at work. The crux of the matter b 
that closer association with Europe re- 
quires radical economic changes, which 
in ium demand far-reaching political 
changes — something most southern 
Mediterranean states are loath to ac- 
knowledge. 

As Europe moves towards economic 
and monetary union, the southern flank 
of the Mediterranean basin becomes 
more nervous. Different interpretations 
of European motives can lead to differ- 
ent results. Nobody south of the Med- 
iterranean wants a Fortress Europe. But 
mninfeiTnmg the regional integration mo- 
mentum in the Mediterranean basin 
seems like an elegant solution to a del- 
icate diplomatic problem: can the Arab 
world treat Europe as an alternative su- 
perpower to America? Few are con- 
vinced that Europe really matters when 
it comes to fee crunch. 

Invariably what America says goes. 
Europe has little say and no political 
clout in North African and Middle East- 
ern affairs. A case in point is the EU 
shying away from Libya. Mauritania, a 
Maghrebi nation wife no Mediterranean 
coastline, has been wooed to sign an 


agreement with the EU, Libya, wife fee 
longest Arab Mediterranean coastline, 
has not Why Is Libya left out? Amer- 
ican political pressure plays uo small 
part in why Europe ostracises Libya. 

Problems loom on all sides. The risk 
of rejecting Europe’s overtures is feat it 
could spell economic disaster. We live 
in die age of regional, even global, ec- 
onomic integration. Nobody is up to 
making a compelling case for economic 
isolation — least of all fee developing 
nations of tile southern Mediterranean. 
Still, however much some may wish it 
otherwise, fee aspirations of Third 
Would countries cannot be ignored. 

Critical decisions require consensus 
among fee 15 sovereign' EU nations. 
Europe is committed to closer coop- 
eration with North Africa and die Mid- 
dle East, but fee commitment is con- 
tingent an stable macro-economic 
conditions. Abdel -Aziz Hegazi, the for- 
mer Egyptian premier, presided over 
the conference procedures. He rightly 
rubbished fee rose-tinted view of Eu- 
rope. Ahmed Esmzt Abdel -Meguid, sec- 
retary-general of rite Arab League, was 
cautiously optimistic. 

Venice Kamel, minister for scientific 
research, was more upbeat impressing 
on the participants fee need for vast 
technological transfers from Europe to 
Arab countries. Abdel-Fattah £1- 
Gebaly, head of the Economic Research 


Wa t er i vi 

world politics 


Water has emerged as an increasingly touchy subject in international 
relations. Magdi Hefny outlines the ebb and flow of water politics 


Frc&h water is less plentiful than it was, as its uses 
have doubled in the last 50 years and are expected 
to double again by the turn of fee century. The 
stadies <"aA» so far confirm that water shortages 
airi - scarcity -are already becoming a major problem 
in- many developing countries. Egypt, which is. ex- 
periencing rapid population growth, now uses 97 
pet- cent of its available water resources wife a per 
capita consumption of only 40 cnfeic metres per 
year, litis l e paes ents pne-SOth of Britain’s per cap- 
ita water supply. Moreover,: Egypt’s population is 
expected to swell from 54 million in 1990 to 94 

w I^aiinn to 2025. • 

, Water shortage is also a major problem in many 
other developing c oun tr ies such as 1 China, - India, 
and Mexico, where it has already reached an alarm- 
ing level Having only eight per cent of feeworid’s. 
renewable water resources, Chin a feces obvious 
water constraints to meet fee demands of its pop- 
ulation of over one billion. Hundreds of thousands 
of villages across India are suffering from water 
deficits, ynd fear, cumbers ate increasing. Parts of 

• Mexico City have started sinking because of the 


Rivers ere fee leading suppHers of water. Forty 
per cent of fee world’s peculation depe nds u pon 
fresh water from rivers and about two-thirds of 
these people livOmcfeVd Oping countries. More- 
over, 214 of fee wwkTs first-order rivers are 
sbared by two or more commies; 12 of feese water- 
ways are shared by five or more nations. As fee 
popslatim increases relative » avaflabte waimre- 
sotuces, fee maximum per capita: demand feat a 
country can support decreases oanespawmgly. 
The problem of water shortages and scarcity clear- 
ly calk far greater attention, as there is touch po- . 
taumi for increasing et ag pe tftion. and infect 
iaroong riparian 'countries, especially nrme de- 
y vetooing world where fee d em a n ds of development 


A- statement at last year s Internation al con ier- 
etceon. Water and fee Environment reco gnised that 

water has an economic value in all its competing 
uses. The statement also undascewed the basic right 
of all twtftyin beings tobave access' to clear water 


-and sanitation at an affordable price, in feis_ regard, 
managing water as an economic commodity is an 
important way of achieving efficient and equitable 
- use,- and. -of encouraging conservation and pro- 
tection: - 

If we compare oil wife water, we will find very 
little similarity from fee viewpoint of their strategic 
importance. Ofl is only one major source of energy, 
but water carafet be replaced with any other al- 
ternative. As the opening citation from the Holy 
Qur'an states: ‘‘Every living being on earth is made 
from water.” Oil prices are very high when com- 
pared with water costs. Accordingly, it makes ec- 
onomic sense to transfer o3 over very long dis- 
tances : — but not water. Furthermore, water 
.'consumption, especially for agricultural purposes, 
istigwficantiy higher than ofl. 

ft has been argued feat serious waterquality de- 
terioration could be considered fee equivalent of a 
reduction in fee quantity of water available for vari- 
ous uses in fee future. The problem of water pollu- 
tion is of cancero now for many countries as hum a n 
activities increase and more waste products con- 
taminate available sources of surface and ground 
water. Among the major co n ta min ants are untreated 
or partially treated sewage, agricultural chemicals 
and industrial effluents. Already many sources of 
water near urban centres in developing countries 
have, been sevwely contaminated, thus impairing 
fear potential safe use in a cost-eifoctive manner. 

Contamination of water resources is also a prob- 
lem which could be transboundaiy in nature as we 
have seen in feeritoent tragic events of Rwanda, 
■where the disposal of many dead bodies in Lake 
Victoria posed grave envirtminentel problems for 
other countries bordering the. lake. Efforts at fee in- 
ternational level have been mounted to address wa- 
ter pollution problems in various conferences which 
dealt wife water issue* International cooperation is 
jm mdispensahle tool for dealing wife such, prob- 
lems. 

Another issue was raised recently by some social 
teienitists and lawyers who have been toguing for 
sometimefbr a water convention amilar to the con- 
ventions on the ozone layer and climate, change, or 


fee Law of the Sea, on the basis feat water is no dif- 
ferent from such environmental issues. However, 
there are some fundamental differences. Water is 
more controllable than the ozone layer or climate. 
The depletion of the ozone layer and climate 
change will affect all nations but fee problems as- 
sociated with individual international water bodies 
are specific to the countries concerned. Accord- 
ingly, irrespective of whether a water convention is 
desirable or not, it has to be admitted that such a 
convention is likely to have little similarity to the 
ozone layer or climate change conventions. Ever 
since it was fust discussed in the United Nations 
General Assembly in 1970, many nations have ex- 
pressed their reservations as to whether a frame- 
work convention on water would be useful or even 


Geopolitical considerations and hydropolitical im- 
plications amongst the co-basin countries cannot be 
divtirced from technical legal economic and en- 
vironmental issues. Most states depend greatly on 
renewable resources: water, soil, fish ami forests, 
which sustain much of their economic activity. 
However, transboundaiy river water resources have 
massive potential for bringing various stale actors 
into a conflict situation. Almost ail the major river 
systems, which are fee primary suppliers of water to 
mankind, are stored by more than one state. When 
two or more countries are jointly dependent on the 
same river systems, upstream consumption and pol- 
lution might lead to conflict with downstream coun- 
tries. 

Every transboundaiy river is a potential source of 
cooperation or conflict The possibilities for stabil- 
ity and peace among fee riparian countries are in- 
timately connected to development, as there exists a 
fundamental interdependence among these coun- 
tries. Consideration, therefore, needs to be given to 
fee vulnerable geopolitical positions of downstream 
countries. 

Uneven development of fee states sharing fee riv- 
er watercourses, and fee historical relations and ex- 
periences of these countries, can affect to a large 
extent fee level of mutual trust between sane of 
them. Consequently, there is a need to devise tools 


and techniques for reconciling contradictory inter- 
ests, and diverse attitudes and perceptions, which 
exist among riparian countries. 

While there are international principles and rules 
that govern international river basins, feese repre- 
sent only broad guidelines. The studies undertaken 
so fer indicate that progress in the legislative field is 
slower than desirable. 

Until fee middle of the 19th century, the gov- 
erning principle was fee Harmon Doctrine, which 
permitted the riparian state a free hand in fee ex- 
ercise of its sovereignty over the portion of fee in- 
ternational river which passed through its territory. 
Gradually, the attitude feat ‘‘rights*' should be ac- 
companied by certain “obligations" towards other 
riparian states received more prominence. The UN 
began preliminary studies on the issue in 1 959. But 
the International Law Commission, an organ of the 

UN General Assembly, has had difficulties even in 
agreeing on fee concept of an international river. 

In Helsinki to 1966 fee International Law As- 
sociation, a non-governmental organisation based in 

London, established a set of rules providing guide- 
lines for the utilisation and administration of inter- 
national river basins. However, in 1973 fee UN 
General Assembly invited fee UN Enironment Pro- 
gramme to develop guidelines. The draff principles 
developed in response to ibis invitation and for- 
warded to the General Assembly in 1978 were se- 
verely criticised by several upstream countries, 

The UN conference on water held in Mar de la 
Plata, Argentina, to 1977, failed to reach agreement 
on how to strike a balance between sovereignty and 
responsibility on fee part of neighbouring upstream 
countries on the one band and downstream coun- 
tries on the other, as well as fee problem of con- 
fidentiality of water data, and so forth. This lack of 
success reflects the differences between fee per- 
ceptions of upstream and downstream states, and 
fee contradictory interests which are difficult to rec- 
oncile when such vied interests arc at stake. 

The writer is a former ambassador of Egypt to Ethi- 
opia and currently assistant foreign minister for Af- 
rican affairs. 


Department at the AI-Ahram Centre for 
Political and Strategic Studies, delivered 
a paper entitled “Partnership and Free 
Trade Agreements". 

Nawal Ben Ramadan, assistant di- 
rector at fee Tunisian Ministiy for Inter- 
national Cooperation, Sellem Ai- 
Talatly, the director of the Re- 
qualification Programme at the Tunisian 
Ministiy of Industry, and Zein Al- 
Abidin Tarrss, the director of fee EU 
Department at the Tunisian Foreign 
Ministiy, reviewed the Euro-Tunisian 
agreement for fee conference par- 
ticipants. Tunisia was fee first North Af- 
rican country to sign an agreement wife 
fee EU- The Tunisians did not hide fee 
pitfalls. But faey did not downplay the 
advantages either. 

Bashir Hamdouche of fee Moroccan 
Institute for Statistics and Applied Ec- 
onomics, Fathallah Wala’lo, the Mo- 
roccan minister of Planning and mem- 
ber of fee Moroccan parliament, and 
Abdel-Latif Ben Galun, a professor of 
law at Fez University, Morocco, ex- 
plained fee pros and cons of fee Euro- 
Moroccan agreement Like the Tu- 
nisians, they felt feat they could not ig- 
nore Europe. But, again like the Tu- 
nisians, they were miffed at European 
Interference in essentially uon-economic 
matters such as human rights and polit- 
ical liberalisation. EU-Arab partnerships 
are not very neat arrangements. 


Beijing 

rendezvous 

The world’s parliamentarians ex- 
press concern over food security 
and the growing gap between 
rich and poor, writes Sami 
Mefwali from Beijing 

The 96th Inter-Parliamentary Conference was con- 
vened in the Chinese capital Beijing on 16-21 Sep- 
tember. The choice of venue for an international 
parliamentary conference on such a grand scale was 
telling. Chinese parliament ari ans represent a fifth of 
mankind. The ideological orientation of the confer- 
ence, reflecting a new international mood, was 
clearly pro-Thinl World. The gathering focused on 
issues such as the provision of health care, shelter, 
education, women's and children’s rights and, most 
importantly, food. 

The Egyptian delegation was led by Fathj Sorour, 
fee president of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and 
speaker of fee Egyptian parliament Representatives 
of fee parliaments of some 130 countries were 
present The world's parliamentarians gathered in 
China, a land of an ancient civilisation which is 
surging ahead wife rapid economic growth and Hy- 
ing to come to grips wife democracy without com- 
promising its unique socialist experience. 

The Chinese hosts were impressed wife fee con- 
tribution of the Egyptian participants, who included 
Kamal El-Shazly, Ahmed Hamady, Mohamed Ab- 
dullah, Ahmed Abu Zeid, Tawfiq Abdufa Ismail, 
Khaled Mohieddm, Abdel- Wahhab Qotah and Yus- 
riya Louza among other members of fee People's 
Assembly. From fee Sbura Council there was Fathi 
Ragab, Farkhanda Hassan mad Ahmed Rnshad 
Moussa. Other Egyptian participants included Sami 
Mahran, the secretary-general of the People's As- 
sembly, Farag El-Duni, fee secretary-general of fee 
Shura Council and Ambassador Helmi Bedeir, 
Egypt’s chief envoy in China. 

Two themes dominated discussions. The first, the 
promotion of greater respect for and protection of 
h uman rights in general and women's and chil- 
dren's rights in particular, ■ was prepared by the 
Committee on Juridical and Human Rights Ques- 
tions. The second, policies and strategies to ensure 
the right to food at this time of the globalisation of 
die economy and trade liberalisation, was prepared 
by the Committee on Economic and Social ques- 
tions. Delegates worried over the growing gap be- 
tween rich and poor nations and between rich and 
poor in almost all countries — developed, de- 
veloping end underdeveloped. 

Special em phasis was put on the plight of the 
world's 800 million malnourished people, and es- 
pecially fee 200 million children suffering from pro- 
tein and energy deficiencies. Delegates discussed 
the causes of the fact that as many as 88 countries 
fall within the category of low-income, food-deficit 
nations and suggested ways of improving the situa- 
tion. In preparation for the Worid Food Summit due 
to take place in Rome in November 19%, where 
world leaders are expected to discuss food security, 
the world’s parliamentarians expressed concern that 
fee problem of food shortages had worsened since 
the 1 974 Worid Food Conference. 

Chinese President Bang Zemin met with Sorour 
and other members of the Egyptian parliamentary 
delegation, and bilateral meetings were arranged be- 
tween the bead of fee Egyptian delegation and chief 
delegates from Russia, Pakistan, South Korea, Jor- 
dan and Palestine as well as Speaker of the Israeli 
Knesset Dan Tichon. Sorour stressed that the le- 
gitimate rights and aspirations of the Palestinian 
people should be acknowledged by die Israelis. He 
also expressed concern over fee growing tension in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 


Moscow’s 
NATO dread 


Can the Kremlin’s fear of NATO’s ex- 
pansion be mellowed even as Yelt- 
sin languishes in his sick-bed, asks 

Abdel-Malek Khalil in Moscow 


A four-day symposium on aerodynamics was con- 
vened in Moscow last week. Among the participants 
were experts from NATO's Advisory Group for 
Aerospace Research and Development In an un- 
precedented meeting, the group's experts talked to 
their Russian counterparts and tackled fee thorny is- 
sue of the enlargement of NATO to include several 
former communist East European nations. 

Russian officials hove been bristling at NATO’s 
eastward expansion. Russian Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionov warned recently that NATO’s expansion 
could cause a suspension of the arms cuts stipulated 
by the Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty. Ro- 
dionov said that NATO was a product of Cold War 
times and threatened to take "adequate steps” if fee 
expansion went ahead. “What can our feeling be if 
an army several times more powerful than our con- 
ventional defence forces in the West approaches our 
borders,” Rodionov told reporters last week. "Rus- 
sia is categorically against NATO's expansion, and 
if [the West] ignores Russia's opinion that means 
than will be no Europe we all have been dreaming 
about,'’ Rodionov said in tones reminiscent of the 
Cold War era. He insisted that Europe must have a 
new security structure to reflect the post-Cold War 
period. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin declared that 
NATO's eastward expansion should not take place 
without a prior agreement between Russia and 
NATO. Last weekend, Rodionov briefed Yeltsin on 
the results of talks between Russia's defence min- 
ister and bis American counterpart, William Perry. 
Rodionov told Perry that Russia, wanted to continue 
working closely wife fee NATO-led peacekeeping 
operation in Bosnia. 

The ailing Russian president promised, during his 
re-election campaign earlier tins year, to end con- 
scription and create a fully professional armed force 
by the turn of the century. How he is to do that be- 
fore 2000 is still a mystery. Many Russian service- 
men have not been paid for months. 

In the meantime, the condition of the Russian 
president's heart worsens as a result of restricted 
blood flow to it caused by a hardenin g of the ar- 
teries. Yeltsin’s heart condition will render bypass 
surgery not only dangerous but possibly useless, 
Russian cardiologists warned. Yeltsin’s left ven- 
tricle has been damaged by ischaemic car- 
diomyopathy, a condition where low blood supply 
to the heart damages the organ's muscles. “If they 
brought me a patient off fee street with an estimated 
success rate of less than 40 per cent I would be un- 
likely to carry out bypass surgery on him of my own 
free will.” said heart expert Professor Boris Sha- 
habalkin of the Centre for Surgical Research in 
Moscow, in an apparent oblique reference to Yelt- 
sin’s poor condition. Yeltsin’s chances of fall re- 
covery seem to be getting slimmer by the day. 
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Healthy climate for IMF accord 

An agreement between Egypt and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), stalled for the past two years, is finally on the horizon. On 1 1 October, the 

IMFs executive board is expected to give the green light to a comprehensive reform programme, constituting the third phase of economic liberalisation - 

and structural adjustment The IMF’s resident representative in Egypt speaks with Ghada Ragab on the concepts behind the terms of the agreement 
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There were times when reporters were not 
received with open arms at the IMF res- 
ident representative's office, situated at 
the Central Bank of Egypt ( CBE ) building 
just across the corridor from the CBE gov- 
ernor 's office. 

This was the case before the two sides 
signed their 1991 agreement, and again 
when talks between them broke down in 
1994 over differences on the pace of pri- 
vatisation and IMF demands that Egypt 
devalue the pound. 

At the time, both the IMF and the gov- 
ernment accused the press of contributing 
to the crisis by exposing and expounding 
the disagreements. 

But all that seems to be history. Today, 
with both sides optimistic that a new 
agreement is just around the comer. IMF 
Resident Representative in Cairo Arvind 
Suhramanian cannot only afford to smile 
as he talks to reporters; he even allows 
them to use their tape recorders, some- 
thing strictly forbidden by his pre- 
decessor. 

Speaking with AJ-Abram Weekly on the 
new programme. Subramanian says meas- 
ures taken by the government to de- 
regulate investment and speed up privat- 
isation have pushed the agreement 
through. 

What are the terms of the agreement 
which the IMF executive board win re- 
view next week? 

This is a 24-month Stand-By Arrange- 
ment. It envisages policy actions to be un- 
dertaken over the coarse of die two years 
and slightly beyond. The programme has 
quarterly reviews, which means that at the 
end of every three months the staff will re- 
view both quantitative performance under 
the programme as well as the structural 
policy actions. 

In terms of the quantitative indicators or 
benchmarks — and this is true of all coun- 
tries — we monitor the budget deficit and 
domestic financing of the budget We also 
monitor liquidity growth but that is done 
by setting targets for the Central Bank, 
such as the net domestic assets and the net 
foreign reserve position. 

What kind of financing is the IMF pro- 
viding under the agreement? 

We are providing what we call pre- 
cautionary stand-by credit This pro- 
gramme would allow the Egyptian govern- 
ment to draw about 270 million Special 
Drawing Rights (SDR), the equivalent of 
about $400 million, should the need arise. 
But at the moment, Egypt does not envis- 
age that it would need to draw on this 
amount because it does not have a balance 
of payments problem. Egypt is quite 
unique because the CBE has a healthy 
cushion of reserves. 


What are the macro-economic and 
structural targets of this arrangement, 
and what are the procedures the agree- 
ment stipulates to hdp reach these tar- 


What Egypt needs now is to increase 
growth rates to 7-8 per cent Working 
backwards, Egypt's current rate of in- 
vestment is 17 per cent of GDP, and you 
need to increase this rate to between 23-25 
per cent of GDP. This, in turn, means that 
you need that much savings in order to be 
able to finance the investments. Now giv- 
en these objectives, the programme envis- 
ages a two-pronged policy attack to raise 
investment savings and to increase the ef- 
ficiency of the economy. 

We have a macro-economic reform pro- 
gramme in place tha t wifi ensure that 
Egypt’s recent track record of stabilising 
the major financ ial variables continues. 
This means that budget deficit is kept un- 
der control, inflation is brought down fur- 
ther, and money growth is kept under 
check. This land of financial stability will 
have two effects. First, it will provide the 
stable environment that is so important to 
attracting investment Second, tty having a 
tight budget, you hope that toe govern- 
ment will do more savings, at least in- 
itially, to finance the increase in in- 
vestment So we see that in the initial 
years, the major impact on savings is go- 
ing to come from the government. 

The second, and very important pillar of 
the programme, is die series of structural 
reforms. The premise there is that Egypt 
has had a highly protected, highly in- 
vestment unfriendly and public sector 
dominated economy. 

The aim of the structural reforms is to 
raise the economy’s competitiveness, 
make it a more investment friendly en- 
vironment, and thereby hope to attract 
more investment, particularly more for- 
eign direct investment and technology. 

What are the major items on the struc- 
tural reform agenda? 

First, we have an accelerated prog ram me 
of privatising the non-financial public sec- 
tor. Here, the targets under the programme 
are completely consistent with what the 
government has already announced for it- 
self The government is going to acceler- 
ate this programme and this is what we 
wifi be monitoring. 

The second element of die programme is 
trade reform. Egypt has amongst the high- 
est tariff rates in die world. Over the 
course of die p ro gramm e, we envisage ma- 
jor tariff reductions. 

The third aim of the programme is 
strengthening the financial sector which 
involves further privatisation of the Hanks 
especially joint venture banks and maybe 
something beyond die joint ventures, de- 


pending on bow things go, ensuring that 
Egyptian H anks conform to certain inter- 
national prudential regulations, and gener- 
ally ensuring that the government is able to 
conduct its monetary policy more efficient- 
ly. 

The fourth dement of structural reform 
is deregulation, which is how to make 
Egypt a more investment-friendly environ- 
ment The government is contemplating an 
investment law that will bring together reg- 
ulations per taining to investment and in- 
vestment incentives. 

Under the framework of deregulation, 
the government is also fak frig actions to 
liberalise the cotton sector. Last year 
things were somewhat unruly and chaotic, 
and this year, both domestic and inter- 
national marketing of cotton will take 
place without restrictions. 

Why is cotton singled out as a sector, 
while Egypt's exports of the crop are 
small and it is no longer much of a cash 
crop at least in terms of export rev- 
enues? 

Cotton continues to be an important sector. 
It is still one of the main agricultural crops, 
it provides a lot of sustenance to formers 
and also is used as an input in the local tex- 
tile industry. Under the previous Extended 
Fund Facility agreement with die IMF, 
Egypt was committed to full liberalisation 
of the cotton sector, but this was never ful- 
filled. Given the fact that the government 
was doing this in any case, we thought we 
would include it in the programme because 
it constitutes the deregulation of a very im- 
portant sector. 

What are the plans for fiscal reform? 
Fiscal reform is the final pillar of structural 
reform. Egypt needs an efficient and mod- 
em fiscal system, founded an a few im- 
portant principles: any system of taxation 
should be broad-based, which allows you 
to have lower rates. The narrower the base 
the higher foe rates, which penalises in- 
vestors. The system should be transparent 
and you try to ensure that there is a proper 
combination of direct an d indirect taxes. 
The agreement includes transforming the 
current sales tax into a full-fledged value 
added tax, which has a n umb er of ad- 
vantages. 

In foe medium term, the aim is to have 
an improved system of income tax. Cur- 
rently, tax rates are high, the tax base is 
narrow and there are a number of exemp- 
tions. So a rationalisation of the income 
tax system is also part of the programme. 
On foe income tax system the agreement is 
not very detailed because it is something 
the government itself is working on, so we 
need to discuss that further with foe gov- 
ernment, and jointly formulate an action 
plan. 


What is the aim of this tax reform? 
Basically, to modernise the system, make 
it conform to certain important principles 
of taxation and provide an atmosphere that 
is conducive to investment. Through the 
income tax reform, you want to lower tax 
rates, rationalise taxes, make the ad- 
ministration more simple. 

So the objective is not to raise taxes? 

No, there are no tax rises at all for the year 
1996-97, and foe objective of foe income 
tax reform is very much to try and lower 
taxes, rationalise, simplify, and make Them 
transparent and simpler to administer. 

How do you view the “friendly tax 
man" attitude adopted by the new gov- 
ernment in an attempt to win over tax- 
payers and investors? 

It is a good attitude. As long as you com- 
bine the fiscal rigour of the past two years 
and you ensure that the tax system is not 
unfriendly and is not an investment de- 
terrent without compromising foe need to 
raise a certain amount of revenue in the 
most efficient way possible. 

What plans does the programme en- 
compass in terms of price liber- 
alisation? 

There are no plans for price liberalisations 
for the year 1996-97. We are working with 
the constraints that the government has 
set, that in 1996-97 there wifi be no tax in- 
creases, no price increases. 


Does the agreement provide for a new 
social safety net to help absorb the im- 
pact of the reform programme other 
than file Social Fund for Development 
(SFD) established in 15191 when Egypt 
first launched its liberalisation pro- 
gramme? 

No, the new programme depends on foe 
SFD, which was established to try and 
cushion the short-term adverse con- 
sequences of the structural reform. In the 
first phase, there was not that much struc- 
tural reform going on. But with the re- 
newed commitment to structural reform 
and, there fo re, greater likelihood of short- 
term impact from measures such as privat- 
isation and trade liberalisation, the SFD 
has re-equipped itself to fulfill its ori ginal 
mission. Over the next three years, some 
$150-200 million will be devoted to sever- 
ance and compensation packages, re- 
training and redeployment of personnel 

Trade liberalisation and less tariff pro- 
tection, at least in the short-term, will 
no doubt have negative effects on pro- 
ducers. Do you think this could defeat 
the purpose of the programme by hav- 


ing an adverse effect on in- 
vestments? 

More important than the quantity 
of investment is where in- 
vestments are going to go. People 
only think of tariff reduction in 
terms of what it will do to do- 
mestic industry. It is important to 
remember that tariff reductions yJl iiM 
are tax reductions and will bring 
lower prices for all segments of 
society and wDi put more pur- 
chasing power in the hands of the con- 
sumer. 

On the other hand, it is inevitable that 
when you reduce tariffs you expose do- 
mestic producers to greater competition. 
But foe tariff cuts are not going to be so 
drastic that they will make industries go 
bust- The programme envisages a gradual 
reduction over time so that domestic pro- 
ducers have time to plan and to adjust to 
foe competition. 

Trade liberalisation encourages in- 
vestment to flow into foe most competitive 
sectors. In a protected economy all foe re- 
sources flow into sectors protected by high 
tariff barriers and are highly inefficient. 
Tariffs create an anti-export bias because 
they encourage resources to flow away 
fiom sectors where you have natural com- 
parative advantage, foe export sector. 
Trade liberalisation gives investors the sig- 
nal to move into export sectors. 

Does the programme provide for any 
changes in the exchange rate system? 

The government has a market-based sys- 
tem to determine exchange rates. In the 
course of the prog ram me, exchange rates 
wifi be determined tty market pressures, 
talcmg into account die need to prevent de- 
terioration in foe economy’s cotnpetitiv- 
ness. 

How does the programme provide for 
dealing with the (oral debt? 

Egypt's gross local debt is LEI25 billion, 
or about 57 per cent of GDP. The debt 
needs to be brought down gradually This 
will have an impact on foe budget, because 
foe interest payments on the budget then 
become more manageable. 

At foe moment interest payments absorb 
a fair amount of government spending. 
This comes into the agreemen t in several 
ways. Because we envisage tight bud- 
getary policies, the government is not go- 
ing to significantly add to its debt The 
treasury bonds that foe government has is- 
sued will only replace foe treasury bills 
that have circulated since the beginning of 
the reform p rog ramm e. Over the new pro- 
gramme period, die internal debt as a pro- 
portion of income will decline both be- 
cause interest rates should come down and 
because you are not going to be borrowing 




that much. •. , • 

. If the privatisation goes well and M 
Ministry of Finance gets some proceeds 
from privatisation, it can ose that to retin[. 
the debt, which will then reduce both dg 
debt itself and its interest. . ~ . 

Also, if the third tranche of the debt ief- 
lief under the Paris Club agreemeoiggcs 
through, foe budget will get m -saving bf 
about one billion pounds in foreign Aflgj- 
est payments a year. ' - jy 

What is your assessment of the privat- 
isation programme and the usage ofptij 
vatisation proceeds? » 

We have been very encouraged by foeaf&t 
privatisation is proceeding. In the fbn| 
years prior to 1996 the government efthi 
off majority shares in only three- conti : 
parties, selling more than 60 per cictf 
the companies to the public. In foe otist 
year, it has privatised about 12. Fttyft-! 
isation is not an easy process. It requires a 
buyer as well as a seller. It is susceptive 
to allegations that dungs have been b^dly 
done. In that context, the fact that the gw ■» . 
eminent bos done so many m aj o ri t y private 
isations lately is an action that descrvesi* 
lot of credit and we dunk that the go verts 
ment is going to surpass a lot of target* 
that we have set , . • 

The decision taken by the cabinet 
cently that all proceeds will be centraftsed^ 
deposited in foe Central Bank and supqp* 
vised by foe Privatisation Cooriznfieei 
beaded by the prime minister is an -es-* 
tremely i mp ortant step which angurs well! 
for foe whole process down tbe road; ; > | 

It ensures that there will be proper mog-i 
itoring of proceeds, both the inflow" and! 
the manner in which they will be used. 1 
Tbe chances become greater fix- thefi-. 
nance ministry to receive some of these! ' 
proceeds to reduce its debts. 1 believe fodjg 
decisions pertaining to the usage of t£e* r 
proceeds will be better taken ander-foisj' 
kind of institutional set-up. 

If you did not have this set-up, the pro* 1 , 
ceeds would go to the d iffe rent holdup 1 
companies and it would be much mare <fif-! 
ficult to keep track of their usage. _•**>' 
In general, everyone we have talked^', 
in foe government has said tha t this is -an. 1 
agreement that wifi be adhered to in letter 
and spirit, and that is most encouraging. 


IFC comes through 
on Egypt pledge 


Releasing its annual report last week, the Inter- 
national Finance Corporation says it is committed to 
supporting private investment and attracting more 
foreign capital to Egypt 


Just <me week after die publica- 
tion of its 1995-1996 report, the 
International Finance Corporation 
(IFC), the World Bank’s private 
sector arm, delivered on a prom- 
ise made in the report to prove its 
commitment to supporting private 
investment in Egypt The IFC's 
pledge was realised through the 
publication of an index for foe 
Egyptian stock market Tbe Egypt 
Index, which tracks the daily per- 
formance of the stock market, is 
carried by major financial news 
services and publications as of l 
October. 

“Ibe IFC index is a key source 
of information used by inter- 
national investors interested in 
emergin g markets ,” Tarek Al- 
ibaba, senior projects officer at 
the IFC's Cairo office, told Al- 


Ahram Weekly. 

At the beginning of next year, 
Egypt will also be included in foe 
IFC’s Global Composite Index, 
which weighs countries according 
to volume of trading and capital- 
isation of their stock markets rel- 
ative to other markets. Allouba 
says the inclusion of Egypt into 
this index was in response to foe 
rapid growth of the market, as 
well as mounting i n te rnatio i ^ i f in- 
vestor interest in Egypt as an in- 
vestment destination. 

The publication of foe Egypt In- 
dex coincided with foe release of 
foe IFC's annual report last week. 
According to the report, foe agen- 
cy last year approved investment 
in a wide range of activities in 
Egypt These investments include 
$47 million fix- foe development 


of foe Qarun Concession in the 
Western Desert; a project which 
should lead to the production of 
30,000 barrels of oil per day.- The 
IFC is also contributing $900,000 
to the capital of die first financial 
leasing company, which is being 
established with foe Japanese 
ORIX Group, ORIX leasing of 
Pakistan, foe National Bank of 
Egypt and die Commercial Inter- 
national Investment Company. 

The IFC has also provided foe 
National Bank of Egypt with a 
risk management facility which 
will enable the bank to hedge 
against interest rate and currency 
rides. Tbe agency has also pro- 
vided the Alexandria Iron and 
Steel Company with a risk man- 
agement facility to hedge against 
foreign currency exposure. 


IFC investment in Egypt at the 
end of June 1996 stood at $165 

milli on. 

According to Allouba, tbe IFC 
aims to attract both direct and 
portfolio foreign investment to 
Egypt by participating in prom- 
ising projects and providing in- 
formation about the Egyptian cap- 
ital market 

Further indicating its interest in 
Egypt as an emerging market, the 
IFC has participated in the es- 
tablishment of a Country Fund for 
Egypt, contributing $5 million to 
foe fund’s $74 million capital. 
The Egypt Trust Fund, listed in 
London and managed by Lazard 
Freres, limits itself to investing in 
listed Egyptian securities. 

“The fund is considered an ex- 
cellent vehicle to attract foreign 


portfolio investment to Egypt,” 
Allouba said. 

IFC plans for foe current fiscal 
year include further involvement 
in private sector projects. Having 
encouraged tbe government to 
open tbe infrastructure to private 
investment, a policy which the 
government has recently adopted, 
foe IFC is planning to participate 
in the first private sector power 
generation plant The agency will 
announce its plans in this regard 
afro: the government makes its 
choice from among tbe 34 bids 
presented for the power plant 
said Allouba. 

Also a proponent of privat- 
isation, the IFC is gearing up to 
participate in financing privatised 
industries when anchor investors 
are involved, and when the sell- 


ing process is linked to a pro- 
gramme to modernise and de- 
velop foe indnstry. In March, dur- 
ing his last visit to Egypt, World 
Bank President James Wol- 
fensohn told reporters that the 
World Bank, in urging the Egyp- 
tian government to speed up the 
privatisation process, is prepared 
to put its money where its mouth 
is by financing privatised pro- 
jects. 

Although Allouba would not 
specify any companies in which 
foe IFC is interested, be said they 
are watching foe market closely 
for privatisation in foe cement and 
tourism industries. The IFC is 
also planning to participate in set- 
ting up new financial institutions, 
especially when foreign investors 
are involved. 
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Upward trend continues 
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THE GENERAL Capital Market Index 
maintained its upward trend during foe 
week ending 26 September, gaining 
0.88 points to settle at 233.91. Tbe vol- 
ume of transactions jumped to LE430 
million. The market turnover was 
LE267.157 milium up from foe pre- 
vious week. 

Milling com- 
panies continued 

to be foe market’s 235) 
best performers. 

Floating 40 per 
cent of its shares, 

Upper Egypt Mills 4 j 4 
captured 39.62 per 
cent of foe volume 
of total market 233 — 
transactions as It . 

traded LE170.680 

million worth of non 

shares. Fur- 

thennore, foe 
number of shares 
changing hands, 231 “ 

4.267 million, rep- 
resented 39.67 per 

cent of total mar- ^fl| - • 

ket transactions. 

Meanwhile, the SlM M0fl 

flotation of the 40 — 

per cent stake of 

East Delta Flour Mills was highly over- 
subscribed during the two day sub- 
scription period. LE9439 million 
worth of shares were sold, closing at 
LE3I per share compared to an open- 
ing price of LEI 0. 

M em p his P h a rm a c eutical and Chem- 
ical Industries captured a LEI l in- 
crease per share to close at LE61. With 


an increase of 42.95 percent, Pfizer 
Egypt was the market's biggest gainer, 
ending at LEI 5.01. 

Tbe financial sector index nose by 2.1 
points to close at 285.67. Credit Inter- 
national d’Egypte achieved an increase 
of LE65.01 to close at LE305. Shares 
of both Medinat Nasr Housing and De- 
velopment 

: (MNHD) and He- 

liopolis Housing 

A and Development 

f (HHD) gained 

/ LE7 each. MNHD 

. ' closed at LE142.5 

while HHD closed 
at LE103. 

— However, it was 
• - • • not such a good 

week for all eom- 

■ parties. Mideast 

Land Reclamation 
•\ (Milan:) was tbe 

market's biggest 
‘ ,■ . .: — loser. Declining 
by 31.25 percent, 
its shares closed at 
■ - ~ — i LE2.75. Ameriya 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu 

LE57.02. Kafr Al- 

Zayat Pesticides 
and Chemicals lost LE1.8S to end at 
LE48. Mis' International Bank (MD3) 
ended LE7.01 lower to close at LE366. 
Commercial International Bank (CIB) 
lost LE5, closing at LE470. 

In general, foe share value of 25 com- 
panies declined, 30 increased while 
share prices of 28 other companies re- 
mained foe same. 


The show : 
goes on 

Despite a heightening of regional 
tension, the organisers of the Cai- 
ro economic summit are going 
ahead with their plans, writes 

Ghada Ragab 


Despite an escalating war of words between % 
Egypt and Israel, a conflict matched only by tfa^r- 
rocks and bullets flying about in foe Palestinian 
territories, preparations fix- the Middle East/ 
North Africa Economic S ummi t (MENA flljjae 
on track, say officials at foe World Economic 
Forum, the conference’s organiser. 

Speaking to a panel of Egyptian reporteiS on 
Woridnet Dialogue, a satellite hook-up through 
foe United States Information Agency’s Wcvfd- 
net network, WEF band member Gregory Blatt 
said although there is a possibility that foe con- 
ference may be postponed, it is unlikely to be 
cancelled altogether in light of President Hosni 
Mubarak's assurances that Egypt was moving 
ahead with conference plans. 

“We have been asking ourselves for foie, past 
few weeks whether, given the recent political dr- • 
cumstances, it is still appropriate to have a con- 
ference," Blatt said. ** I agree the. economic di- 
mension (of peace) cannot come before, foe 
political process, but it can keep a strong mo- 
mentum. Perhaps it is not the time for large "re- 
gional projects, but at least we can get business- 
men talking.” 

During a one-hour question and answer ses- 
sion with reporters from Al-Ahram Weekly, AI- 
Ahram and Egyptian Television, Blatt said that 
so far, about 650 international companies have 
registered for foe conference, and tbe WEE is 
still receiving applications from other countries 
in foe region. 

The MENA in summit isthe third in a series of A 
conferences held in Casablanca in 1 994 and Am- 
psm in 1995. These meetings arm at achieving 
Ultra -regional economic cooperation to cement 
the peace process, as well as attracting interested 
fisreign investors. This would give economic re- 
form and development initiatives foe necessary 
push to counter foe after effects of decades of 
war and instability. 

The WEF is making a special effort to ensure 


Blatt s aid, especially after Palestinian business 
representatives announced their refusal to par- 

tid pate in the con f erence until s ignificant 
progress is made in tbe peace process. He smd 
foe WEF is dedicating conference sessions to 
discussing problems confronting tbe Palestinian 
economy, and is trying to include Palestinian 
business representatives in all events of the par- 
,c y- 

“1 don't think tbe Palestinians will gain my. 
foing by boycotting foe summit," Blatt stated. 

In fret, it would be something of a miaa^d op- 
portunity if they do not attend, because tfiic is toe 
type of forum where they can voice their con- 
cerns." 

Blatt said that so far, about 70 Israeli com- * 
P®mes have registered for the con ference, some fr-j 
participating for foe first time. However, be not- 
ed. P rime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu has 
stressed that all Israeli projects presented at 
MENA m will have been discussed with foe 
Egyptian government beforehand to ensure that 
they are “politically correct". 
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Expo 96:An example of US-Egyptian co-operation 


USAID Is holding its annual 
euchlbitibn In Alexandria, - 
. Expo 96, whk^. w^ivitheas 


US Chamber of Commerce fosterihg ties 


Hie, gathering of investors, 
businessmen and bankas, 
the exhibition Is being held 



, The Solution of Water Problem In 

L/. 4 . - ‘ 

• hr Touristic 


d. 


Resort- & AID Program 


Problem of water supply in Red Sea 
touristic resorts ? 

Beside the insufficient water supply the cost per 
»fcterisl0.5LE(3.0S$) . 

How to solve the problem ? 

t r." Approximate price of a reverse osmosis plant is 
W00$/ m3. ; 

X- The grace period through AID. program is IS 
itaonths where two months for shipping , customs & 
[installation. 

['■‘ST- Remaining grace period is 16 months 
4-: Production in thisperiodb : 

1C-M x 16 Months x 30 days x 10.5 TJU m = 
(5640L.E (1482$) more, than the cost of the reverse 
Osmosis plant. 

Ife Result 9 
With the AID program you can getyour own 
water supply by buying . your normal 
consumption for 16 months than you get your 
free water supply. . 


Tradingpro^ain ? 


s iianHi^ inugMuii, 

Express offers, a contract to install & operate & 
guarantee the plant -And. this to guarantee the 
production of water : . 

Alexandria II Horria St. . . 

TO: 03 - 4903429 . Fax : 03 - 4934620 


in the framework of the 
Egyptiao-US partenariaL 

The imports programme 
assisted many companies in 
benefiting from the sum of 
US$200 mRJton granted an- 
nually by the United States. 
Through this programme, 
jofrit ventures will be carried 
out by Egyptian commercial 
banks. The programme pro- 
vides private sector com- 
panies with either medium 
or long-term facilities, with fi- 
nancing given at a fixed US 
dollar exchange rate, inter- 
est-free - and a suitable 
grace period. This sum wifi 
be directed to the importa- 
tion of US commodities with 
the payment for these com- 
modifies in US dollars. 

Free zone 'companies with 


more than 40 per cent of its 
shares owned by public sec- 
tor companies are not en- 
titled to benefit from this pro- 
gramme. 

The minimum cost of the 
project is $10,000 while the 
maximum is $5 mOfion. 

Tins maximum can be in- 
creased provided that a writ- 
ten consent is given form 
the Ministry of International 
Cooperation. 

Expo 96 is the best ex- 
ample of the Egyptian- US 
partenariat The programme 
provides incentives for 
Egyptian businessmen to 
purchase equipment and 
commodifies from the Unit- 
ed States, and at the same 
time encourages American 
importers to invest in Egypt 


Compiled by: 

. Bahaa Bakr and Mamdouh Abdel-Qader 


OF THE 15 thousand organisations registered as non- 
governmental,' the US Chamber of Commerce in Egypt, 
since its founding in 1982, is one of the organisations 
whose activities have had a great influence in developing 
economic ties between Egypt and the United States. 

The chamber is considered an important centre for 
bringing together American and Egyptian businessmen, 
with the aim of finding suitable solutions to problems fac- 
ing these businessmen. 

Last year foe chamber opened an office in Washington, 
known as the American-Egyptian Chamber of Com- 
merce, which provided direct connections between Egyp- 
tian businessmen and their American counterparts. A 
new branch was also opened in Alexandria, which caters 
to the most elite businessmen there. 

Among the activities of foe chamber is to hold dinner 
meetings between leading businessmen and political fig- 
ures. 19 specialized committees meet annually, and pub- 
fish their minutes in 16 economic journals. The chamber 
also publishes tens of studies and reports focusing on ec- 
onomic developments in Egypt to which investors and 
businessmen from ail comas of the globe have access 
to via the internet 

The chamber also arranges annual visits to the United 
States to meet American business men and congress- 
men, as well as managers of American companies. Like- 
wise, the chamber also organises trips to different coun- 


tries of the world with the aim of developing Egyptian ex- 
ports, and organises international conferences to attract for- 
eign investors to Egypt 


Investors Association to develop Borg El- Arab 


PRESIDENT of the Investors Organisation and chairman of 
Faragallah Co, Mohamed Farag Amer, announced that foe 
organisation has decided to build a private bank for Borg El- 
Arab City as a part of its development plans for the city. 
The bank will fund investment and industrial projects to 
create job opportunities, and increase investments for a bet- 
ter standard of living and to raise individual income. Four 
million Egyptian pounds have been earmarked for the pro- 
ject 

Amer added that an area of 2000 sq. m. has been re- 
saved for foe headquarters of foe organisation. The build- 
ing to be constructed wfil have a conference centre and a 
permanent exhibition for industrial products. The building, 
which is expected to be finished within a year, will also have 
12 guest rooms for visiting experts. 

The organisation has also bee n undertaking social activ- 
ities for foe city: among which is an orphanage with a ca- 
pacity of 450 children. German and Austrian specialists will 
be hired to teach in the orphanage. The organisation also 
donated 250 desks for schools in Borg El-Arab. 

Amer also said that foe organisation is combating illiteracy 
within foe city. Women have begun leaning reading and 
writing skffis. Amer added that the relationship between 
Egyptian and American investors Is strong enough to fi- 


nance the Egyptian private sector especially in raw materi- 
als, machines, and other requirements renovate and de- 
velop the manufacturers there, which will create exporting 
opportunities. 

Amer confirmed that Faragallah products have made an 
impact on markets worldwide, earning international certif- 
icates for their good quality. New production lines mil ap- 
pear shortly to export more food and agricultural products to 
different countries around foe world. Faragaliah's export 
goods are expected to reach $75 million. 


American Q Chamber 
Of Commerce In Egypt 

Limitless efforts 

to boost U.S - Egyptian 
and 

Middle Eastern economic ties 


Dr. Aly Gfialy 
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MIDO Co. For Paint & Chemical Ind. 

Office : 24 Belhars St . Assafra Bahary , Alex , Egypt 
Tel. : (03) 5486360 Fax : (03) 5485560 
Factory : New Borg El Arab 2nd Industrial Zone Block 33 
TeL : (03) 974026/970775 
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... International ^ank (Egypt) 

pnos: IWb Tower BuikSng, 2VZ3Qba St, Gba. P. 0 . 80 X 2430 Cairo. 
(Stines) - Tic 20201 CNBCA UN - FiBic5702MWTOl72?^ir; 
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USAID 


US ambassador in Cairo Robert Walker and Dr John Wesley, 
head of US Aid listening to Eng. Mohamed Farag Amer, 
chairman of Faragallah Group before the Jet freezer, which 
freezes meat in two minutes only 


Faragallah Group is taking part this year in EXPO 96 which 
is organized by the U.S Aid The two day event will take 
place in the former- U.S consulate premises in Alexandria. 
Faragallah was granted the African Award in Dakkar 1996 
and the Quality Award of Europe 1996 

Mohamed Farag Amer will receive the award in France in a 
celebration held on this occasion on 29 Oct. 

This year Faragallah Co. received the ISO 9002 and the 
Quality Award too 
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iAl-Akpara 

Photo op summit 


As Axs&t, Netanyahu and King Hussein con v erge on Washing- 
ton, anther opportunity to discuss the peace process arises. But, , 
as President Mubarak noted after extending his oologies for not j 
attendin g, “Negotiate what?” 

Netanyahu seems to have aheady unilaterally redefined the I 
terms and provisions of Oslo or, fe'lafcmg it for granted that Jb- ! 
rusalem’s final is Israeli. That much is ap p anait in bgfat of | 
fhe opening of the archaeological tunnel and the closing of die 
Palestinian Authority offices in the city. 

He also seeks to end the violence that has claimed dozens of 
lives over the past few days. To this end, as be is sea t e d across 
Sum Arafat, Israeli helicopter gunshdps and tanks forcibly con- 
tain a Palestinian people who have all but lost faith that peace, or 
at least Israel’s version of it will bring about anything but more 
massacres. 

When deciding on a venue for the summit Netanyahu strongly 
favoured Washington over Cairo, fearing that a conference in 
Egypt would result in the pressuring of Israel to concede to teems 
aheady agreed upon by the previous Israeli government A 
Washington summit however, would be a safer bet. The Jewish 
lobby, after all, is unlikely to encourage Clinton to do anything 
that may diminish from Israel’s “sacred” rights. In short the con- 
ference is another photo op for Clinton where he can win a few 
electoral points by a pp e arin g presidential It is also another 
chance for Netanyahu to drive his point home — one that says to 
the world in no unclear terms that for the violence and bloodshed ‘ 
Co end, peace must be realised along lines acceptable to Israel. 

But for the Arabs, and all those who earnestly believe in a just 
and comprehensive peace, it is merely another opportunity to say 
what has aheady bean said before. For violence to end, for stabil- 
ity to finally triumph over turmoil, commitment to the already 
agreed upon principles remains the only true path to peace. 
Should Netanyahu fail to come to terms with thus reality, the only 
outcome will be more carnage and he, allegedly a major world 
leader, will be even more responsible for the death of peace titan 
was Yigal Amir. 
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Fire in the tinderbox 

As recent tragic events make clear, writes James Zogby, the policies pursued by Binyamin Netanyahu 
during his first 100 days in office may well shatter the remains of a fragile and fractured peace process^^ 


The explosion that rocked Palestine last week 
was tragically destined to occur. Long-term un- 
employment affecting 70 per cent of me popula- 
tion, continued land confiscation, road and set- 
tlement b uilding , humiliatin g restrictions On 
movement and com m erce, the denial of basic 
rights and Israel's refusal to implement even ele- 
mentary provisions of the Oslo Accords — all of 
these combined to provide the tinderbox. The 
latest Israeli provocation in Jerusalem provided 
the spark. 

Whether by design or not, Netanyahu's prov- 
ocation have resurrected the “old Middle East”, 
albeit in a potentially more dangerous form. 

It was the hope of peacemakers that the pro- 
cess would be contagious. Peace between Israel 
and the Palestinians, it was assumed, would 
speed up and give birth to a “new Middle East" 
This was the hope, for example, of the Cas- 
ablanca and Amman economic summits. 

But building peace was like constructing a 
building. In this case the building was an in- 
verted pyramid — an inherently unstable struc- 
ture — its base resting in the sands of Gaza and 
the rocky hills of the West Bank. The other 
“tracks" of the peace process and prospects for 
regional co-operation and development were the 

second and third storeys. 

If the foundation collapsed, the entire edifice 
would crumble on top of it. 

Netanyahu’s actions in his first 100 days re- 
veal not only a set of policies designed to chip 
away at an unfinished and precarious founda- 
tion, but insidious fissures that threaten the en- 
tire structure. 

Not only have the Palestinians exploded, the 
broader Arab world Iras erupted in anger as 
well. If Netanyahu hoped to maintain die ben- 
efits of the edifice of peace — relations with 
Egypt anH Jordan, international acceptance and 
co-operation, and increased economic assistance 
— while destroying the foundation that made 


that all possible, be mil, it appears, be frustrat- 
ed in his efforts. 

If official and unofficial Arab reaction has 
been indicative of anything over the past few 
weeks, it has been to make clear that peace 
with the Palestinians is the sine qua non for a 
broader Middle East peace. If peace could be 
contagious, so could its absence. 

When Netanyahu was elected, Arabs were 
told to “wait and see." “He might," it was said, 
“turn out to be Nixon to C hina. " Having waited 
100 days, Arabs have seen instead an Israeli 
prime minister who seems to be modelling 
himself after Ronald Reagan, disdainful of 
compromise and seeking instead a confronta- 
tion to “bring down the evil empire.” 

Netanyahu, of course, is no Reagan; and the 
Arab world is not the “evil empire.” Rather, the 
current p rime minister of Israel is the inheritor 
of a peace process and series of agreements. He 
is not, as he believes, a major player who can 
reshape the world. Rather, he is a participant in 
a process the success of which is dependent 
upon the participation of all actors working to- 


But peace is not Israel's alone. It is not mere- 
ly an Arab-Israeli peace process, but an inter- 
national process in which many nations have 
-an interest and a say. 

And so it is no surprise that the explosion in 
Palestine rocked European capitals and Wash- 
ington politics as well Politically, the Middle 
East peace process was one of the Clinton ad- 
ministration's major goals and most highly 
touted foreign policy accomplishment. On sev- 
eral occasions the president has noted how 
strongly invested the US is in the completion of 
the Middle East peace process. Accepting the 
strategic view of the Bush-Baker team that en- 
gineered Madrid, the current administration un- 
derstands that the US has a vital national secur- 
ity interest in Middle East peace. At stake are 


the security and stability of US allies an d inter- 
ests in the region. 

Though constrained by long-term practice 
born of domestic politics (especially in a pres- 
idential year), the Clinton administration has re- 
peatedly but privately warned Netanyahu to 
avoid provocation and flashpoints. Additionally, 
it has also insisted that the new Israeli govern- 
ment honour co mmi tments made by tbe prior 
government. And while agreeing to give the new 
government time to find its political course and 
resolve political differences, the Clinton ream 
baa reaffirmed the US co mmi tment to a com- 
prehensive peace. 

Faced now with a crisis just four weeks before 
a critical national election, the administration re- 
sponded by restating those principles. 

From recent discussions with administration 
officials, it is clear that they grasp the urgency of 
the current crisis. 

If there is any serious fault to be found in the 
administration's response, it has been the 
oblique nature of its public position. Even here, 
it is clear that the Israeli press has deciphered the 
r-oHt»c and correctly read that tbe administration 
holds Netanyahu responsible for the provocation 
and disruption of the peace process. But Arabs 
critics are right to note that, in failing to clearly 
p gffss blame, tbe administration appears to give 
Netanyahu undeserved breathing space and fails 
to give Pales tinians a clear enough sense of hope 
that foe US is committed to guaranteeing their 
rights. 

Presently, tbe US administration is insisting 
that the Israelis mak e a “dramatic gesture” to re- 
store Palestinian confidence in the process. But 
serious questions remain as to whether or not 
private diplomacy will work with a Likud gov- 
ernment In the past, only public diplomacy has 
forced Israeli governments to move and only 
public pressure has given Arabs confidence that 
the US is committed to a balanced and fair peace 


Jerusalem: shared sovereignty 

Netanyahu’s provocative act in Jerusalem last week is a gauntlet thrown in the face of the whole inter- 
national community. Mohamed Sid-Ahmed asks whether the world will rise to the challenge 


The violence racking Jerusalem, 
foe West Bank and Gaza since 
Netanyahu’s orders to complete 
foe last stretch of a controversial 
archaeological tunnel passing be- 
neath Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa 
Mosque compound, Islam’s third 
holiest site, were earned out ten 
days ago exposing foe vulner- 
ability of the Arab-Israeli peace 
process. It has also hi ghlight ed a 
number of issues that bear closer 
scrutiny. 

• Tbe first is Israel's contention 
that it should wield exclusive 
sovereignty over Jerusalem. Al- 
though successive Israeli govern- 
ments have conceded that Mus- 
lims and Christians will exercise 
a degree of supervision over their 
holy places in foe city, recent 
events prove that an Israeli mon- 
opoly of political sovereignty 
over Jerusalem is an untenable 
proposition. According to foe Is- 
raelis, tbe decision to extend foe 
tunnel was taken for purely tour- 
istic reasons having no religious 
— or political — connotations. 
Even if we go along with this lu- 
dicrous statement, which is clear- 
ly belied by Netanyahu’s orders 
to cany out foe extension under 
cover of darkness, foe fact re- 
mains that when administrative 
decisions touch on explosive re- 
ligious issues they acquire a 
highly political character. The 
only way to prevent them from 
setting off a chain reaction of vi- 
olence like the one that rocked 
foe region last week is through a 
balanced political mechanism 


which gives foe contending par- 
ties equal decision-making pow- 
ers. It was precisely the absence 
of such a mechanism that made 
last Tuesday’s Washington sum- 
mit between Clinton, Netanyahu 
and Arafat imperative. 

Differences over issues of a re- 
ligious character, which touch 
deeply on identity problems, are 
by definition highly volatile. 
Their emotional content makes 
them much more resistant to ra- 
tional conflict-resolution methods 
than political differences. When 
problems are not solved in the 
political arena, animosities are 
often transferred to the religious 
domain. Unless sovereign pre- 
rogatives are shared by foe con- 
tending parties, no counter- 
balancing mechanism exists to 
avert worst-case scenarios. This 
factor alone is enough to justify 
joint Israeli-Palestinian sov- 
ereignty over Jerusalem, which 
should become the capital of both 
peoples. Last week’s events 
graphically illustrate the dangers 
inherent in allowing Israel to re- 
tain exclusive sovereignty over 
tbe Holy City, which risks be- 
coming a permanent source of 
conflict and renewal of tension. 

• A second, no less important, 
lesson to be drawn from the new 
Intifada is that if the peace pro- 
cess does not move forward it 
will not remain stationary, but 
will actually regress. Meaningful 
peace negotiations ground to a 
virtual standstill following the 
Hamas bombings in Israel and 


the Qana massacre in southern 
Lebanon. Inventing mechanisms 
like the Sharm El-Sheikh summit 
to reaffirm a global co mmi tment 
to the success of the peace pro- 
cess cannot be a substitute for 
real negotiations. Since coming 
to power, Netanyahu has reneged 
on many of foe fundamental prin- 
ciples laid down in Madrid to 
govern the peace negotiations. He 
is fond of voicing his commit- 
ment to peace, but a verbal com- 
mitment is meaningless if it is 
not backed by concrete steps to 
affirm it Worse, he las used the 
reaction to the tunnel incident he 
himself instigated to not only 
freeze any movement on re- 
deployment in Hebron, but to 
militarily re-occupy foe West 
Bank towns previously handed 
over to the Palestinian Authority, 
thereby to all intents and pur- 
poses cancelling Oslo IL 
• Another important lesson re- 
lates to a very special feature of foe 
Arab-Israeli conflict and how it re- 
flects on tiw peace process. In my 
last article, 1 wrote that the Arab- 
Israeli conflict differs from other 
historic conflicts in that not all its 
protagonists have enjoyed a his- 
torical/geographical continuum in 
the region. The creation of Israel 
entailed foe dispossession of an in- 
digenous population that had lived 
on the land for centuries, and so 
political trends in the Arab work! 
will continue to challenge foe le- 
gitimacy of Israel's presence in the 
heart of the Arab world as long as 
Israel refuses to find a proper solu- 


tion to the Palestinian problem 
which, of course, includes foe issue 
of Jemsalem. 

Events since foe Madrid confer- 
ence prove that a necessary, if 
not sufficient, condition for foe 
peace process to move forward is 
the sustained active intervention 
of the international community, 
particularly foe great powers. 
Whatever progress has been 
achieved so far is thanks to foe 
encouragement and blessing of 
the great powers. To begin a re- 
appraisal of foe achievements of 
foe process today entails a re- 
appraisal of tbe conditions en- 
dorsed by the international com- 
munity as a valid basis for a 
solution to foe conflict Is Ne- 
tanyahu, who is today ques- 
tioning the fundamentals of tbe 
peace process, ready to assume 
foe responsibility of flying in foe 
face of this global consensus? 

Tbe violence sparked off by 
what Muslims saw as a threat to 
one of their most sacred shrines 
has once again thrust Jerusalem 
into foe forefront of foe world 
stage, both as a source of regional 
conflict and in terms of its global 
importance as a Holy City not 
only for Jews, but also for Mus- 
lims and Christians who represent 
foe two most widespread mon- 
otheistic religions on earth. 

Given the exceptional character 
of the events in Jerusalem this 
■week, the writer's second article 
on “Boycotting Israel “ has been 
postponed to a future issue. 


Akhbar EJ-Yonu “Observers all agree that opening 
the tunnel was *tbe straw that brake the camel's back’. This 
stupid and provocative action could have beat rapidly con- 
tained bad Netanyahu dealt with the Palestine National Au- 
thority and tbe Palestinian people as partners in the peace 
process™ But ever since he sat on the * 1111006 ' of Israel, he 
has done nothing but provoke and h umiliate tbe Pal- 
estinians while trying to marginalise tbe role of the PNA.” 

(. Ibrahim Se ! da, 28 September) 

Al-Ahram: “It is inevitable that peace s upp ort er s made 
Israel... will regain their strength, having seen the fruits of 
Likod delusions and extremism — a time bomb which will 
explode in foe hands of its manufocturer.” 

(Ibrahim Nqfie, 30 September) 

Al-Gomhurla: “It seems that foe only thing Ne- 
tanyahu learnt from his predecessors was ensuring that his 
record in power should include tragedy, massacre, aggres- 
sion, deliberate murder, genocide. He seems to think that 
this is his only gate into Jewish history. He forgets that this 

same gate could be bis way out of that history and of pol- 
itics. 1 believe he needs to re-read, carefully, the history of 
his nation and its leaders.” 

(Mahfouz El-Ansari, 28 September) 

Al-Arabi: “What is required today is for us to seize this 
historical opportunity for the Palestinian people to regain 
some of their power... Do not abort the Intifhda with talk 
about a false peace. Do not say let us pul out the fire and 
see_ Palestine should once more become tbe central issue 
because Israel is ‘the central enemy’_ and tbe word ‘libera- 
tion’ should re-appear in our vocabulary™ The worst dan- 
ger is to ignerc the sources of Arab strength which file Israe- 
li premier thinks do not go beyond rhetoric. We must prove 
tbe contrary and use the language he understands.” 
(Mahmoud El-Maraghi, 30 September) 

AMHussawan “The Arabs have given Netanyahu 
every op po r t u nity to change- bis hard-fine stances. They 
have offered everything, stressing that a comprefaenave 
peace is a strategic option to be prarsued by everyone. They 
have indicated a wflUagpess to understand the problems of 
Israeli security within a balanced framewoii: fora genuine 
settlement based on the landdor-peace formula. But Ne- 
tanyahu in feet does seek neither peace nor security. He 
wants foe Arabs to sign a surrender document recognising 

his sovereignty over foe Golan and the West Bank and give 


The last straw 


up their rights in Arab JerusalemT 
(Makram Mohamed Ahmed. 27 September) 

Al-Ahali: “The special relationship between Egypt and 
the US is well known. It lacks equality and independence 
and Washington has always used economic aid to tam& 
Egyptian policies and harness them to serve American in- 
terests. No one asks that Egyptian foreign policy should be 
hostile to foe US; we only ask that alternatives shook! be 
Sought so as to free this policy of such pressures, so that 
Washington allows Cairo what it allows itself — defending, 
its own interests!" 

(Amina Eb-Naqqash, 25 September) 

Rose El-Youssefe “Since the advent of Netanyahu 
all the Arab regimes have been asking: bow do we pressure 
him? How do we force him into <pealcing with a civilised 
tongue? Experts hove given no derisive answers: Wash- 
ington, foe Cairo economic summit, vitriolic newspaper 
headlines, Israeli peace groups. Tbe answers left out one 
definitive suggestion — tbe Arab peoples, tbe ignored and 
absent instrument of power. Arab governments dread their 
peoples and are, therefore, disarmed in confrontations with 
Netanyahu — unable to reply to his accusations and in- 
solence." 

(Adel Hamouda. 30 September) 

Al-Wafd: “Tbe idea of a meeting between the I&aeli 
premier and President Mubarak in Cairo, described by the 
former as a ‘good idea', is not good at all. It should be re- 
jected and ignored without hesitation. Netanyahu does not 
deserve tbe chance after proving that he stands against 
peace in word and deed, disregarding tire feelings and 
rights of others and respecting no one — listening only to 
the sound of bis own voice. Through this visit be only 
hopes to quefl tbe Intifada so that be can continue building 
settlements and Judaising Jerusalem.” 

(Magdi Meharma, 28 September) 

AJ-Akhban “Promises can no longer put out tbe fires 
which have erupted everywhere in Palestine and every Is- 
lamic country. This revofutioncan only be pot out if Israel 
retreats and honours the commitments it denies — by clos- 
ing the tnnneVnear the Al-Aqsa Mosque and releasing all 
political prisoners in Israel” 

(Mustafa Amur, 29 September) 

Compiled by Haia Saqr 



process. A more assertive US role ca n be in; 
strumental in putting together foe shattered 
peace process. 

But in this struggle to restart nre peace pro- 
cess, the Arabs are not pow erless. Vmte The ad- 
ministration assesses the current danger to me 
process and the potential damage to foe entire 
region if this crisis escalates, it is imperative that 
the Arab world take action. Arab leaders sho uld 
reaffirm their commitment to comprehensive 
peace and to their demand that peace be based 
on adherence to agreements readied as weU as 
full Israeli reciprocity and accou n t ability for 8s 

actions. t 

Arab pressure on the US and land could be 
helpful if positively and ccmstructivety applied. 
Given the dialectic interaction that binds the 
parties to one another, the actions of each di- 
rectly affects foe others. Just as Netanyahu's 
provocation ca n cause disruption in the broader 
region, Arab actions could coun t er such neg- 
ative policies. A clear message must be sent, 
for example, to tbe Israeli business community 
that tbe benefits of peace are dependent upon 
continued progress on the path toward peace. 
Constructive Arab pressur e on Israel could be 
instrumental in provoking an inte rn al Israeli 
debate regarding the actions of foe govern- 
ment 

The explosion in Palestine is a tragedy boro of 
anger aTU ^ despair. In itself, it is no solution; but 
it might be a step an foe road to finding a solu- 
tion. If any lading good can come from foe new 
tragedy that has befallen tbe Palestinian people, 
it will be in a unified Arab stand to change tbe 
negative dynamic within Israel and to press tbe 
US to be more assertive in preserving its direct 
inv estme nt in a just, compnfoensive, and mu- 
tually beneficial peace. 

The author is the president of the Washington- 
based Arab American Institute. 


“Security first” exploded 


By Naguib Mahfouz 

Recent events in Pal- 
estine cany un- fc 
avoidable echoes of ’^SbjgSSg^' 
the pre-Oslo conflict, 
a situation for which ‘ 

the current Israeli IK \ . 
prime minis ter can be 
held almost single- f •' 

handed! y responsible. / V 

Israel’s prune min- 
ister appears deaf to 
any language other than foe language of 
violence. The peace process ground to 
a halt as soon as Netanyahu came to 
power. Peace has retreated, and be- 
cause tbe world does not stand still, it 
remains abandoned in precisely, the 
' place it found itself on foe eve of Ne- 
tanyahu’s election victory. 

Tbe latest bloody incidents cannot; 
therefore, affect this peace negatively. 
Indeed, quite the op po site may prove to 
be true. Recent events may well oblige 
those who deserted peace in die first 
place to reevaluate their options since it 
has become patently obvious that peace 
is not a mixed bog from which certain, 
bits can be picked and others ignored 
Peace is peace, and its apposite is not a 
maintenance of foe status quo. 

Netanyahu has consistently insisted 
on security first and peace — perhaps 
— later. What is now occurring in Is- 
rael sounds foe death knell of sneb a 
hopelessly unrealistic position. Has the 
security first policy brought security to 
Israel? Can we consider foe current sit- 
uation in the Occupied Territories se- 
cure? 

It is up to foe Israeli prime minister to 
now review hLs own position and save his 
nation from foe fury exploding in his peo- 
ple’s feces. 


of Ne- 


Based on an interview by Mohamed 
Salmawy. 
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it is the heroism of those Palestinians who foil prey over the last law 
days to flu bullets of ths Israeli army that I have sought to rirmirt 
tihfe week, since It is the figure of the Pelestinfa^Srt^ 
shadow te onoe a gain cast over the Arab world, indeed, o^r theTin- 

temaoonai stags. 
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Salama A. Salama 


No change 
with 

Netanyahu 

It should cause little- if any 
surprise that President Mu- 
band: has decided not to at- 
tend the Washington sum- 
mit. A few hours before the 
opening of foe .summit there 
was still no indicati on that 
Netanyahu’s gov ern ment 
was willing to meet any of 
the Palestinian -demands 
that have followed out- 
breaks of violence- in Je- 
rusalem and the Palestinian 
territories. Nor are "there 
any indications tint the 
Clinton administration win 
be able to alter the position 
of its ally. Given the un- 
likelihood of the summit 
producing any positive re- 
sults, then, it lodes as if Ne- 
tanyahu will go down m 
history as the Israeli prime 
minister who succeeded in - 
undermining America's 
credibility as well as that of 
his own government 
.. since the be ginnings of. 
the crisis President Mu- 
barak and Yasser Arafat 
.have agreed that a meeting 
. with Netanyahu was not in 
itself an objective. Their 
aims, rather, have been to 
agree on certain defined ob- 
jectives by which Israel 
would commit itself to car- 
rying out agreements it has 
already signed and thus 
eliminate the root causes of 
the present conflict in the 
occupied territories. 

Israel’s recent excavation 
of the tunnel beneath Al- 
Aqsa Mosque was merely 
the straw that .broke the . 
camel's back, yet one more 
example of Netanyahu’s de- 
termination to treat Arabs, 
and Palestinians, with in- 
• difference and to brush 
their concerns, whether 
over the evacuation of Heb- 
ron and other towns of the . 
West Bank as well as over 
the future of Jerusalem, be- 
neath the carpet 
Certainly the Arabs are ' 
partly to blame for this sit- ' 
uation since they presented 
the Israeli prime minister 
with sufficient justification 
to believe that be could 
freeze the peace process . 
and abandon the commit- 
meats .contained in the Oslo ,. s . 
and Cairo Agreements with 
impunity. And even while - 
Netanyahu was busy, in- 
dicating that he did not un- 
derstand peace in the way 
the Arab parties did, they 
continued to treat him with 
the utmost goodwill:- Meet-' 
mgs between Arafat and. 
Netanyahu and between Is- ' 
raeli ministers and officials 
of the Palestine Authority - 
confirmed Netanyahu’s pro- 
crastinstion, yet prepara- 
tions for MENA m went 
ahead. And in the meantime : : 
America continued to exert 
every effort to gloss over 
any cracks in a peace pro- 
cess that is on the brink of ; 
collapse. ; 

It does not seem par- J 
ticularly productive to. j 
blame the current impasse 
on the arrogance of Ne- 
tanyahu. But then nor is it 
. particularly convincing to - 
assume, following recent - 
events, that the Israeli goy- 
- eminent will now back 
down and resume the pfcace 
process. There is every m- 
- dication that Netanyahu for- " 
initiated his policies with 
foe intention of continuing 
. with the peace process up to 
a certain paint and no fur- 
ther. 

Netanyahu does not want 
to sign any further agree- 
1 merits with the Palestinians, 
nor does he want progress . 
along the Syrian- Lebanese 
track. Israel's position vis- 
a-vis the Washington Sumr- 
mit is, therefore, completely 
consistent. Israel will not 
budge an inch on ibe tunnel 
issue, hot is Netanyahu 
willing to discuss anything 
other than halting violence 
in the Occupied Ter ri tories. 

Threats . concerning the 
disarming of the Palestinian 
police and die possibility of 
re-occupying territories 
, evacuated by . the Israeli 
army are clear indications 
of Netanyahu's' intentions. 
Certainly the Israeli prune 
minister was keen to avoid 
a meeting with Arafat in 
Cairo, preferring instead a 
Washington summit He ■' 
knows, after all, that the 
Clinton administration, pre- 
occupied with die election 
campaign, is interested only 
in cosmetic surgery, and 
since bis coming to power 
has lacked any coherent 
strategy in dealing with die 
peace problem. 

There remain many ques- 
dons awaiting answers, and 
the future of continuing die 
peace process oti either the 
■ Palestinian or the Syrian- 
Lcbanese tracks looks 
bleak, a fact that' will n«> . 
essartiy . require a re-, 
evaluation of Arab posi- 
tions in the tight of foe re- 
• suits of the Washington • 

summit. 



One hundred days of hell 

A hundred days have passed since Netanyahu came to power, 
days in which his own hostility to peace, and that of the right- 
wing coalition be brought with Him, has precipitated a deep rift 
in Israeli society, damaged relations with neighboring countries, 
alienated international opinion and undermined the peace pro- 
cess. 

In Washington, attending a summit convened to diffuse the 
current crisis, Netanyahu displayed his customary insensitivity, 
announcing that the excavations that threaten several Islamic 
monuments, among them Al-Aqsa Mosque, would continue. He 
reiterated that Jerusalem was the city of the Jews. ofTending the 
sensitivities of Muslims and Christians alike. Such gross In- 
sensitivity is shared by officials of his government. Sharon, dur- 
ing a visit to a Jewish settlement in Gaza, hinted at an expansion 
in the settlement programme while one of the prime minister's 
advisors, after announcing that foe Palestinian police should be 
disarmed, went on to say that withdrawal from Hebron would 
not be completed 

President Mubarak's refusal to go to Washington demonstrat- 
ed his support for the Palestinian people, who now face an Israe- 
li army using live ammunition, who live under curfew, who on 
foe streets of foeir towns daily see Israeli 
tanks and who. in villages, are harassed by 
Apache and Cobra attack helicopters. 

Similarly, it was right that Yasser Arafat 
did go, if only to remind foe American ad- 
ministration of its pledges regarding Je- '-’’l 

rusalem and to clarify foe plight of Pal- ™ 5 1 , ?' y 
estinian people. \ , t 

Now it is up to Washington to acL And 1 ■ ) 

soon it will become obvious whether foe 
American administration is willing to devote Rk 

more attention to the peace process than to T BP - 1 
foe forthcoming presidential elections. 


This week 's Soapbox speaker is the perma- 
nent Palestinian representative at the Arab 
League. 


Mohamed 

Sobeih 


Oslo - Netanyahu style 

The blood and sacrifices of the past week may well mark a victory for both Arafat and Netanyahu, 
writes Tikva Honig-Pamas. Meanwhile, Oslo's apartheid is being hammered into place 


To many people it seems font foe opening of foe l Has- 
monaean tunnel 1 sums up Netanyahu's irresponsible 
goal: setting fire to foe Territories and thus bringing to 
a halt foe progress of the Oslo agreements. It is pos- 
sible, however, that the opposite is true — that Ne- 
tanyahu needed this step, to deliberately get foe Oslo 
process out of foe deep-freezer and then enforce It ac- 
cording to his own tastes. This is foe traditional style of 
foe Israeli right .which, in contrast to the Labour Party, 
is coarse, arrogant and more exhibitionist, a lover of na- 
tionalist, symbols, a believer hr military power — and 
thus not ready for a bit of generosity in granting even 
symbolic independence to the Palestinians. 

Since his rise to power, pressures from foe extreme 
right, both secular (in his own party) and religious (foe 
National Religious Party and foe extremist settlers) have 
been pushing Netanyahu to discontinue the Oslo pro- 
cess. Opposed to than, the Americans and the heads of 
foe Israeli military forces have pressed far the imple- 
mentation of foe 'agreements. They have warned him of 
foe danger, of Arafat's regime losing its legitimacy even 
with Fatah, and raised the possibility of intifada break- 
ing out at their initiative. 

The opening of the tunnel, which was supposedly dug 
out during the period of foe Hasmooaean monarchy 
(163-60 BC), was supposed to raise widespread and 
enthusiastic support among many groups in Israel. The 
Hasmonaean monarchy, thanks to its revolt against the 


Hellenistic Seleucids, has been granted a place of hon- 
our in the complex of myths created by Zionism during 
its search for foe “very bedrock of our existence,” in 
Bibi Netanyahu’s winds. In this way, he was following 
in foe footsteps of his predecessors, legitimising the 
project in a way which has always been necessary for 
every one of Zionism's colonial endeavours. This time, 
the project is foe accelerated drive for foe Judaisation 
of Jerusalem, especially through Netanyahu's close 
cooperation with foe most fanatic fundamentalist organ- 
isations, obsessed with buying up property in foe Old 
City and East Jerusalem. One of these groups — be- 
sides funding Netanyahu's election campaign — has 
also funded the excavation project, initiated under foe 
Labour government 

What was not planned by Netanyahu was foe force of 
foe Palestinian response. It far exceeded his expecta- 
tions of "disturbances which will last a day or two 
only” Once again, the mistaken assumption which pro- 
vided one of foe pillars of Oslo was inflated by the Is- 
raeli establishment (Labour as well as Likud). It was 
assumed that the political process would destroy Pal- 
estinian resistance, both military action and mass up- 
rising, by means of a mercenary Palestinian army com- 
pletely alienated from its own people. These mistaken 
assumptions, deeply rooted In the Israeli perspective of 
the Oslo agreements, were reflected in the public dis- 
course following the bloody events: first, foe events arc 


generally perceived as having taken place at Arafat's 
command; secondly, at foe centre of this discourse, one 
can find astonishment — and anger — that Palestinian 
police would actually defend their own people, instead 
of siding with foe Israeli army. 

Netanyahu's assumption, that Israel could impose on 
the ground whatever de facto situation it chose without 
encountering any serious resistance, was also supported 
by foe belief within foe Israeli establishment that it 
could count on foe Palestinian preventive security forc- 
es which, during foe past months, had successfully 
cooperated with Israeli intelligence against Islamic and 
left-wing opposition organisations. But there is no 
doubt that the natural racism common to the position of 
any coloniser blinded foe Israelis from seeing foe 
strength of the dedication and determination which the 
Palestinians have revealed, expressing the terrible rage 
which has built up towards foe Israeli occupation and 
also towards foe Palestinian Authority because of deep 
disappointment with Oslo. The tunnel was just a trig- 
ger- , . 

At foe time of writing (immediately after Clinton's 
announcement of foe summit meeting in Washington), 
it appears that foe sacrifices made and foe blood spilled 
after the opening of foe tunnel may indeed pave the 
road back to Oslo for Netanyahu. This is a victory for 
both Netanyahu and Arafat Netanyahu, who earned a 
certain increased trust from the extreme religious right 


The flesh and blood of peace 

Policymakers and media .moguls have their own perceptions of peace, writes Gamil M attar Ordinary 
people, on the other hand, are more concerned with different matters — dignity, security and justice, for example 


I disagree with many people who oppose Israel because 
of a specific action. Preferably, foe “curve” of Arab an- 
. ger should coincide exactly with foe curve of Israeli ag- 
gression. Therefore, I do not think that it is in the Pal- 
estinians’ best interest, nor in the Arabs' interest 
generally, to attempt to repress Arab rage in return for 
temporarily shotting down the Aqsa Mosque tunnel. 

This temporary measure will not alter anything in foe 
situation of Jerusalem. Events of great importance are in 
the offing for that city. The US has declared its decision 
to transfer the embassy there by 1999. Israel is working 
day and- night to turn Easters Jerusalem into a Jewish 
area before the end of this year. Two years later, the fi- 
nal status of Jerusalem will supposedly be hammered out 
between the Arabs and Israel In 2000, the Christian 
world will celebrate the second millenary of foe Mes- 
siah's birth. By then, Arab Jerusalem will have been re- 
duced to a few alleys — an accurate modern approxima- 
tion of foe ghettos to which the Jews were once confined 
in most European cities. 

■This issue is characterised by an upswing in Israeli for- 
eign policy aggressiveness. Therefore, contrary to foe 
advice dispensed by last-week's advocates of restraint, 
mutual escalation should not be stopped. The tunnel is 
nothing but a point on an ascending curve, along which 
tension has been steadily rising since Israel occupied 
Arab territories in 1967. Nor should the incident be dis- 
regarded, as the Palestinian Authority disregarded foe 
closing of Palestinian offices in Jerusalem. It is almost 
certain that. Netanyahu would never have ordered foe 
. tanners opening had foe.PNA voiced its opposition 
more assertively, when foe Israelis shut down their of- 
fices- 

Political stability and security in Palestine and in other 
- Arab stales are jeopardised by this "haphazard, whimsical 
policy of opposition to scattered incidents. Individual 
opposition, immediately suppressed, leaves tensions run- 
mng high- anger and discontent simmering just below 
foe surface.. .The situation is even grayer when it con- 
cerns a particularly critical issue like Jerusalem, which 
afreets numbers fer greater than even foe- Palestinians 
and foe rest of foe Arabs combined. We are aware, as are 
all Weston countries, flat in many Islamic regions in 
Asia, organised fury is building up. 

The US’s methods in dealing with Arabs and Muslims 
lave aroused general wrath. Thelot of foe umma — the 
Muslim community — at the eod of the 20th century 
continues to inspire anger and frustration. Arabs have 
repeatedly attempted to regain their leading position 
wmmi g foe Muslims during tins century. Developments 
m the -Palestinian arena "have played a fundamental role 
in intensifying those feeSngs. In other -words, an Asian 
crave of anger and opposition is rising to meet the curve 
of Israeli aggression. This matter is so grave that do ex- 
aggeration is necessary to make its implications - , clear. 
Cki the otherhand, a considerable change is taking, place 
in Israel itself, where religions extremism is flourishing. 
The Zionist right is thriving on this phenomenon. 

-Apparently. OUT memory — .especially foe memory of 
man y Arab governments foils us. Then again, perhaps 
foe propaganda accompanying the latest version of peace 
io fie imposed on the Arabs, has lulled os into forgetting 
the fundamentals and pillars of Zionism The driving 
force of Zionism is foe project of a Jewish state which 


would guarantee happiness and peace to all Jews. Every 
variant of nationalist and religious fanaticism has its spe- 
cial logic, and Zionism is no exception. Happiness and 
peace for foe Jews will only be built on foundations of 
Arab and Palestinian misery, fragmentation and oppres- 
sion. The advocates and founders of Zionism made no 
effort to conceal this logic, which was openly declared 
and which remains do minant . 

A Zionist identity means that American Jews can rest 
assured that Jews in Israel are safe. Thanks to Israel’s 
power and strength, an American or Russian Jew enjoys 
greater influence in America or Russia, and obtains 
greater advantages than those enjoyed by other minor- 
ities, or even by foe majority itself. Therefore, since Is- 
rael was created it has been necessary to assert Israel's 
power and supremacy over all her neighbours consistent- 
ly. This supremacy has usually been asserted through 
wars, expulsion, division, invasion, occupation, mod- 
ification of foe Palestinian situation on the ground, and 
humiliation of Arabs. These policies were not restricted 
to right-wing parties, but were practiced by left and 
right-wing governments. 

Jewish philosopher Herman Cohen wonders: are the 
Jews really happier? Are they now secure and stable? 
He answers his own question: Israel's hostile policy and 
Zionist philosophy have made Jews everywhere less 
happy and secure; they are more distressed and vulner- 
able than at any other time in foeir history. Most Jews 
have become schizophrenic due to their dual commit- 
ment and loyalty — tom between their political al- 
legiance and their loyalty to human compassion and ra- 
tional values. 

Some Jews in America, because of Zionism, forgo ra- 
tionality and liberalism, preferring instead to believe in a 
“virtual state” which would comprise foe entity called 
Israel, yet surpass it in ferocity and the antagonism of its 
policies. Compared with Jews living in 19th century Po- 
land, in France or Argentina, or in the Arab world be- 
fore foe wave of migration to Israel and other countries, 
these Jews are definitely less happy and secure. Neither 
foe Zionist movement nor the Jewish state could offer 
them well-being or security. Any Jew inside Israel foe 
bastion of Zionism, is less secure than bis counterpart in 
New York, Los Angeles, or Buenos Aires. Was this not 
foe reason for Netanyahu’s victory? Tbe signs of dis- 
sension among Jews in Israel, the debilitation and stri- 
dent extremism, indicate that this dissent will soon 
spread to Jewish communities abroad. Changes in Israe- 
li society reveal that Israel and Jewish organisations 
abroad are now encouraging each other's stress and in- 
security. Violence and extremism run through relations 
between Israel and Jewish communities abroad, as if 
each were feeding the restlessness and misery of the oth- 
er. 

Netanyahu's statements to the Jewish community in 
France, foe clamour which bis Paris visit created among 
that community’s various tendencies, and tbe hostility 
and acrimony which his presence triggered all seem to 
confirm foe conclusion that the aggressiveness of Israeli 
leaders, from Begin to Rabin, Dayan, to Peres, or Sharon 
to Netanyahu, is a minor image of Zionism's failure to 
achieve hs -major objectives: happiness and security for 
Jews. There arc no great differences between Rabin, 
who broke children's bones, and Netanyahu, who or- 


dered his soldiers to aim at demonstrators instead of 
shooting into the air in warning. When Israeli rulers ex- 
hibited any flexibility or moderation, foeir hands still 
stained with foe blood of their victims, Arab or oth- 
erwise, they only reinforced the feeling that Zionism had 
failed completely, foe virtual state had collapsed, and 
that the mythical land imagined by the first Zionists, a 
land of milk and honey, absolute security and abundance 
for all Jews, did not exist after all. 

No appeasement is possible. A few weeks of relative 
calm — made possible by foe Washington conference 
— will do nothing to prevent Netanyahu from con- 
tinuing bis transgressions against Jerusalem, the Pal- 
estinians, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt Attempts to calm 
down the situation, even temporarily, are motivated by 
foe Latest Palestinian uprising, which made it clear that 
Netanyahu's actions will have dire consequences, and 
which convinced many of foe importance of keeping foe 
peace process rolling on. even formally. 

There are many woo fear foe dangers to themselves if 
this explosion spirals out of control. It will harm several 
Arab regimes if it causes greater popular anger against 
tbe United States. This outburst, however — even if it 
grows in scope — remains foe only meaningful reaction 
to Netanyahu's hostility and arrogance. It is also the 
ideal way to reform the peace process, and awaken those 
dreaming that peace in foe Middle East bad finally been 
achieved. 

The latest developments in Palestine, whether those in- 
itiated by Netanyahu and his government, or those 
brought about by the actions of Palestinians in Je- 
rusalem, Rama llah and Gaza, echoing on the streets of 
Arab capitals, revealed a glaring truth: peace as dis- 
cussed in negotiations, conferences, international for- 
ums, press conferences, and articles is different from 
peace as understood by the mass of people in Palestine 
or elsewhere. The gap between foe two concepts grows 
ever wider. 

A sector of the Arab elite perceives peace in a specific 
way. Their concept will never mean a fair peace, and 
will not guarantee foe rights of foe Palestinian people; 
nor will it guarantee security for the rest of Arab coun- 
tries. There are reasons for this perception (presented as 
foe only possible peaceful settlement). But ordinary 
people, who are neither policy-makers nor negotiators, 
have different priorities, and may well believe in such 
concepts as dignity and nationalism. They are extremely 
loyal to symbols such as Jerusalem, land, holy struggle, 
sacred space, and feelings such as equality, security and 
serenity. These preoccupation and emotions are foe 
flesh and blood of peace for ordinary people, and have 
nothing to do with peace as seen by the negotiators and 
those concerned with mass media mobilisation. 

A gap has been created in foe peace process in the re- 
gion; foe explosion occurred when foe time was ripe. It 
will not be foe last, so long as the gap persists between 
those who pretend that their version of peace is the only 
possible one, and those who believe that peace should be 
just and complete — and that it should respect Arab dig- 
nity. 

The writer is the director of the Arab Centre for De- 
velopment and Futuristic Research. 


and foe fundamentalists who pressed for foe opening of 
the tunnel, can now claim that he has no choice but to 
continue to implement foe Oslo accords. On foe other 
hand, foe ‘proofs' that have supposedly accumulated 
following this new Palestinian uprising will enable him 
to attempt to enact foe agreements at his own rate and 
and according to his own 'style'. 

Above all he has been given a pretext for demanding 
amendments to tbe agreements — ‘adjustments' in tbe 
redeployment plan in Hebron, or foe strengthening of 
Israel's direct military rule, currently being imple- 
mented through tbe tanks stationed around foe West 
Bank's main cities. 

Arafat, for his part has won a respite from the biting 
criticism against him and a renewal of temporary sup- 
port from broad sections of the Palestinian people. But 
this support is deariy conditional. Arafat will need to 
prove that the Oslo agreements guarantee national Pal- 
estinian interests — something which he will not be 
able to do. The chapters of heroism of the last week 
will surely be recorded in foe collective memory of foe 
Palestinians, and will strengthen foeir stand against 
Oslo’s plan of an apartheid state, which is befog erected 
before their very eyes. 

The writer is editor of News From Within, a monthly 
journal published by the Alternative Information Centre 
in Jerusalem. 


The bubble 
bursts 


The violence of the reactions 
provoked by his government’s 
actions should bring Ne- 
tanyahu back down to earth, 
writes Salah Montasser 


Benyamio Netanyahu’s first reaction after foe out- 
break of Palestinian anger precipitated by foe open- 
ing of foe tunnel beneath Al-Aqsa Mosque was lo 
call President Hosni Mubarak and ask him to use 
his influence to diffuse tbe crisis. President Mu- 
barak advised him to contact Arafat directly, since 
Arafat was the person most immediately concerned. 
Yet another 24 hours had passed before Netanyahu 
finally picked up foe phone and called Arafat. 

Netanyahu's call to Mubarak followed an out- 
pouring of invective in which Israel had accused 
Egypt of “overstepping foe mark" with a series of 
military manoeuvres code-named “Badr 96”. a 
name that touched a sensitive nerve, given that the 
October War shared the same code name — “Badr". 
As a result, Netanyahu accused Egypt of violating 
the peace treaty and engaging in provocative mil- 
itary activities. 

Netanyahu, arrogant as ever, thought he had 
Egypt in a comer. However, Hosni Mubarak, with 
well-reasoned aplomb, told him that this was not foe 
first time Egypt had conducted military manoeuvres 
since foe peace accord, and that when Egypt con- 
ducted such manoeuvres in 1993 they were also 
code-named “Badr”, a name that provoked foe con- 
sternation of neither Perez nor Rabin. 

Despite Netanyahu's attempts to make it appear 
that Cairo had precipitated the crisis in bilateral re- 
lations, it should by now be clear to even foe most 
shortsighted commentators that his government has 
consistently attempted to bum bridges between Is-, 
rael and other parties to foe peace process — first 
Syria, Lebanon and foe Palestinians and now Egypt. 

Netanyahu has consistently attempted to distort 
reality. He Spends his time in a state of permanent 
delusion, believing foal be can impose his will on 
all and sundry and that they, in response, will sim- 
ply smile and accept foe feet 

The recent uprising, however, has burst foe bub- 
ble of such illusions. That Egypt, after his virulent 
invectives, was foe first country be called in order to 
diffuse the crisis and that after long boycotting Ar- 
afat, be met with him for several hours, illustrates 
that be may well be coming down from foe clouds. 
Regardless of foe outcome of the Washington Sum- 
mit >t has now been made clear to Netanyahu that 
be cannot exercise control of -the region on foe basis 
of his day-dreams. 

Netanyahu thought that by flexing his muscles he 
could ensure peace and security for Israel. The 
blaze of anger be precipitated has confirmed foe ri- 
diculousness of such an assumption. 

Israeli security can be guaranteed only by coming 
to an understanding with its neighbors, and with die 
Palestinians. 
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David Blake and Nehac Selaiha, bottom, are both caught up in the excitement 
generated by the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre, whose performance 
in Cairo included the world premiere of a new dance piece. Sweet Release 


Cries in the eveni 




The Alvin Ailey Dance Theatre; artistic 
director Judith Jamison; Main Hall, 
Cairo Opera House; 24 & 25 Sept 

Alvin Alley's American Dance Theatre 
is multi-faceted and is best seen, there- 
fore, from all directions. It encapsulates 
a fascinating segment of late 20th cen- 
tury New York life, after the Second 
World War had burst the majority of 
babbles and a splintered culture took 
off in all directions. In die ensuing ex- 
citement New York flourished. Bal- 
leticaUy, it became almost the first city 
of tin world, and the silver age of Lin- 
coln Kirstein had begun. The arts blos- 
somed. 

Ballet in New York entered another 
age. Ballet Theatre, Norah Kaye, Mar- 
tha Graham, Merce Cunningham et al 
bad begun. Alicia Alonzo became the 
absolute assaluta. Choreographers and 
punters came from many countries to 
New York. And die Alvin Ailey trouqpe 
came into being- 

Mnsic was rich too. Alvin Ailey 
Dance Theatre joined Ellington, whose 
genius spanned all musical systems. It 
moved in a no-banier area of race or re- 
ligjon. Music, for Ellington, was a can- 
onised activity and the Alvin Ailey 
Dance Theatre, always close to Elling- 
ton, has the same quality. It emanates 
from the New York of this time. The 
entire company is a high and im- 
maculately conceived product The Ai- 
ley tone was always full of class and 
shine, energy and expertise, sinking 
sometimes into the merely chic. 

They offered in this visit two differ- 
ent programmes on two nights. Night 
one began with Night Creature — Al- 
ley's choreography set along side Ell- 
ington's song. The music sets die 
mood, and the mood is deep and dark 
with upward flashes of metallic colour. 
This performance was the stuff of 
winch the company is made. 

If you think you’ve got physique get 
a ticket and go into the Ailey show and 
cry because only builds like this are al- 
lowed on the Parthenon. All the danc- 
ers have that Benvenato Cellini sculp- 
tured, sinewy look — shiny with an 
elegance that can only be called late. 
After Baroque came Mannerism and 
that is what the Alley people have — a 
manner, are indeed, if yoa wish, man- 
nered. They are late but still refreshing. 
Not all the bubbles have burst, at least 
not yet Thank the Ailey for a glimpse, 
may be the last we will have, of such 
dancers. 

Cry, so famous, disappointed. Is it the 
idea of it, or the working out? The music 


it is not Ailey music is always supreme- 
ly right, often the main spring of the bal- 
let Id this case the music was the thing. 
The white scarf and the floating which 
surrounded the scene seemed a bit be- 
hind the event It did not geL In Sweet 
Release Jamison's eclectic choreog- 
raphy dated even further back, though it 
is being premiered on this tour. The 
woman in the ballet has a perfect wasp 
waist — so much so that it dehumanised 
her into insect land. Sad rite was, and 
the message she seemed to be de- 
livering The voices were beautiful in 
die background song but, like its pre- 
decessor, this too was a failed jelly. It 
was too salaciously elegant to be taken 
seriously. The love of a woman and a fe- 
rociously handsome man, could be rape- 
ish, waspish or plain Brian De Palma 
(maybe the scene will change and she 
will go to the shower. 

But no go, no shower), 

The couple seemed not 
to have much affection 
for each other. The de- 
cor was. airy curtains. 

Under-famished: two HSS||&p 

blue, very plastic 

couches, me for each. R : ||| S : 

Then come some rather 

erotic manoeuvres with ; |§j& 

those plastic couches. 

We were not anywhere 
in particular, just Big 
C3ty. Maybe the audi- 
ence got a message, a 
party, gatecrashers. 

Nothing is dear. You 
make a up as you go 
along. Is this 1996 or 
1946? Then everyone 
goes, the blue plastic 
couches have become 
one. Some * symbol. 

Could be a park bench. 

And some sweet release 
for us. This is nei ther 
chic nor haute couture. 

We have been on invited 

guests at foe Blue La- 

goon Golf Club. Harm- Kl mrl 

less pranks, no fim. 

Then came Revela- 
Hons. Here, at last, is a 
true Ailey thing. No ^ 

words needed — look, Rl 
listen. Thirty six years 
old says the pro- 
gramme. But it is new- 
bom each time it is 
shown. 

Ailey worked oat his 
message in this ballet, 
not in its predecessors. 


The dancers have the same concentra- 
tion as tiie Bolshoi. It is about them- 
selves. They are doing history. Not a 
step or a movement is out of place. All 
they need is music which we had — 
"Jonah and foe Whale”, “the Fiery Fur- 
nace”, gospels, spirituals, like an opera. 
To hear this choir is like a window 
opening on a life, first you sing with it, 
then weep and then dance with it 

From Revelations on, into and through 
the second programme, it was a form of 
delicious delirium. The Alley goes be- 
yond ballet, beyond circumstance and 
even beyond Balanchine. One goes into 
an aerial corridor — silence, then noise. 
Something approaches, apprehension, 
then they come. 

First ballet The River. More history. 
It's a clouded then clear sky. The dance 
continues in prosaic places. For rich- 




ness there is Ellington's organ-like 
boss, foe jumps from dawn to dusk, 
blue Leapers and metal rabbits. Elling- 
ton loves acid notes that float, and be- 
ing impossible he manages everything. 
And The River joins him because the 
dancers can do everything too. 

Donald McKayle made foe Rainbow 
ballet a long time ago. And as a re- 
vival, it works. The music is by Rob- 
ert de Cormier and Milton Okun, cos- 
tumes Ursule Reed. And foe lighting, 
very special, by Chanautt Spence. It is 
dramatic, sad but alive, with a feeling 
of liberty if you can find it Some do, 
some don’t. Who throws the dice? 
The ballet says you may get foe mes- 
sage wrong, but not the decision. It is 
fate, and not even Goethe knew what 
that was. But the ballet Rainbow gives 
— well, McKayle’s masterpiece is a 
sigh, not even a com- 

I ment except perhaps for 

What is there to do with 
Suite Otis ? Otis Redding's 
song “Been Loving You 
too Long” figures in it 
Never, never, never can 
one love this ballet too 
long. It is phantasmagoric, 
hypnotic and so out of the 
world, it has metempiric 
leanings to enchant with- 
out satisfaction because 
such are its rhythms its 
sheer balletic depth evades 
classification or de- 
scription. Chanault Spence 
illumines it with her magic 
lantern. Otis Reckling's 
music fores it to spring off 
the hook. The company 
love it They leap, float 
and gyrate like creatures 
who fallow the setting sun 
— inside this gorgeous 
bloom is a secret: don't 
become too beautiful or 
you may die before mom- 

So the dancers whirl on 
— pink flaming Otis, 
pink cyclamen or shrimp. 
The dancers never stop. 
They’re lighter than air, 
fluttering in a dusk not of 
this earth. Underwater, 
mid-air. The Ailey is eve- 
rywhere. Firbank foe poet 
knew the Otis song: “the 
detresse of the evening 
sky. Cry, cry white rain- 
birds out of foe West. 


Terpsichorean fever 


It is always a bad sign when 
you find yourself able to be 
glib about dance theatre. In es- 
sence;, dance strives to cat- 
compass what language can- 
not; it is, as the great modem 
dance pioneer Martha Graham 
once said "another way of put- 
ting things. It isn’t a literal or 
literary thing”; its meanings 
cannot be said in words. Any 
verbal description of a dance 
p erfo r man ce is bound to be re- 
ductive, especially when it ex- 
plores what Graham calls the 
“interior landscape inside the 
body.” One cannot write ex- 
tensively about movement and 
compositional pattern, map out 
the general conception, spout 
impressive rhetoric on “the ex- 
pressive function of dance 
through an address to tbe es- 
sentials of choreographic 
form”, or — the final reductio 

ad absurdum of criticism — 

tom into a storekeeper count- 
ing up entrechats, pties and ar- 


abesques. But however much 
you try to chase die essence or 
the nature of tbe impact of a 
dance performance, fa the best 
of them and the ernes truest to 
the medium, something elusive 
remains, tantalismgly resistant 
to critical analysis and con- 
venient classification. 

And perhaps it is just as well. 
If you had told the rapturous 
audiences who packed the main 
hall of the Opera House during 
all foe per forman ces of foe Al- 
vin Alley American Dance 
Theatre between 24 and 29 
September that the distinction 
of foe troupe was attributable 
to its ingenious mixing of mod- 
em and traditional dance tech- 
niques with tbe unique modes 
of Black cultural expression, 
they could not have cared less. 
Even the most knowledgeable 
among them, the connoisseurs 
who knew all about the history 
and development of modern 
dance and could decipher with 


relish the technical intricacies 
of the choreographic composi- 
tion and its thrilling in- 
novations and departures from 
die beaten track, would have 
been at a loss bow to explain 
tbe overwhelming sense of life 
and energy that flowed from 
the stage, particularly during 
foe performance of Cry and 
Revelations — both choreo- 
graphed by the Great Ailey 
himself. 

Admittedly, not all foe works 
offered fa the two different pro- 
grammes were of equal merit or 
achieved foe same effect In ail 
of them the dancers displayed 
the <amp technical virtuosity, 
admirable physical discipline, 
and emotional involvement; but 
fa tire best of them — or at least 
my personal favourites which 
include Rainbow Round my 
Shoulder (1959), choreo- 
graphed by Donald McKayle, 
and Sweet Otis (1971), for 

which George Faison designed 


the choreography and costumes, 
besides Cry and Revelations of 
course — the “interior land- 
scape” revealed in movement 
had richer complexity of feeling 
and variety of mood and a pas- 
sionate sense of urgency. It felt 
at times as if tire passion of the 
dancers was about to burst 
through their bodies and drown 
the auditorium; die mood could 
be exultant or sad, humorous or 
tragic, but always, at every 
point, there was that sense of 
celebration and overpowering 
vitality. Maybe that is why 1 
found the many blackouts and 
intermissions particularly dis- 
concerting: they felt like a sud- 
den interruption in a torrential 
flow. 

At the end of the final per- 
formance of tiie troupe last Sun- 
day, mid after foe deafening ap- 
plause had continued for over 
five minutes, tire legendary Ju- 
dith Jamis on, for whom Alvin 
Ailey had originally designed 


foe tour de force solo Cry, and 
who is currently the artistic di- 
rector of foe troupe, appeared 
from foe wings. At once I 
caught my breath and could 
see no one else; I thought I 
was seeing a tall and graceful 
magical palm tree treading the 
boards, an African palm, and 
found myself murmuring 
"welcome home". I also re- 
alised that i shall die re- 
gretting font 1 had never seen 
her in a live performance of 
Cry. The recorded per- 
formance communicates a lot; 
but it is only when you see her 
that you realise foe full force 
of her charismatic presence 
and personality. For this rare 
and valuable experience, we 
must thank the co-sponsors, 
including foe Cairo Opera 
House and the American Cen- 
tre for Press and Cultural Af- 
fairs who helped bring tbe Al- 
vin Ailey American Dance 
Theatre to Cairo. 


EXHIBITIONS 


Fatfay Afifi 

Criro-Bertin Cattery. l~ Yousscf El- 
Guauti 5t Bab Et-Louk. Td 39S 176*. 
Doth- rW Sim. I2pm-Spm. Until 5 
OcL 

Recent jamring * exhibited under tbe 
collective tide “Workers and Fac- 
tories' 1 . 

Mahmoud Self AQslan (paintings! 
Cmra-BerBa Cattery. It Yousssf Et- 
Gutndi St. Bab El-Lout Tel 393 1764. 
Daily 7 Oct -26 Oct. 

Regards Cratsis (Paintings) 

Hotel Sofitd. Hurgkada. Td 442 266. 
Until 7 Oct 

Works by 5awsan Mahmoud. Lfl Ver- 
sprea and Hemmat Rayan. 

Mohamed Sand 

Ewan Cattery, Stain Campus, AL’C. 
El-Sheikh Rihan St Td 15" 5436. Dai- 
ly ox Fri A Sat. 9am- 1 2pm d 6pm- 
9pm. Until JO Oct 


Espace Gallery. I Et-Shenfem St 
Davmunvn. Td 393 1699. Doily ox 
Fri, 1 0am- 2pm & 6pm-9pm Until 10 
Oct. 

Recent works by oae of tbe most inter- 
esting younger j M i n i crs . 

Egypt Eb the 1880s: Photographs by 
Jan Herman lnstger 
Netherlands Institute far Ar- 
chaeology anti Arabic Studies. 1 Dr 
Mahmoud Azmi St Zamriek. Td 340 
0076. Daily exc Sat A Sint. 9am-2pm. 
Until 10 Oct 

Farghal! Abdd-Haflz (F arming s) 
Sttiama Gallery. 36!A .Ahmed I Orabi 
St Sfohandessin. Td 346 3242. Daily 
ok Fri, IOam-2 30pm A 5 pm- 10pm. 
Until 13 Oct 

LeDa fcoet (Paunmgs) 

Abdd-Rahman ELHarawy Home, 
behind Al-Ashar University. Until 14 
Oct 

Manned! and Futurism 
Centre ef Arts. Akhoution 2. 3 & 5. 1 
EJ-AJaahad El-Swissr 1 . St Zamalck. 
Td 340 8211. Daily exc Fri. Kkm- 
130pm a 6pm- 10pm. Until 13 Oct 
A series of extiicKtions organised in 
conjunction with tbe Italian Cultural 
Centre. Under tbe tides Homage to 
Marinetti and the Futurist Movement, 
1 Hear When 1 See and Textile Mosa- 
ics. respectively. 

Deborah Doyle 

Sony Gdlery. AUG El-Sheikh Rihan 
St, Tahir. Daily exc Fri & Sat 9am- 
12pm & 6pm-9pm. Until 24 Oct 
Photographs exhibited under tbe 
somewhat predictable tide “Faces of 
Tradi banal 'Egypt". 

Hwrni BnHmm (V a m ti n p) 

Extra Gallery. 3 EI-Nessm St. 2am- 
alek. Td 340 6595. Daily 1030am- 
2pm & S p m-Sp m . L 'rail 26 Oct 
A rare showing of works by one of 
Egypt's most celebrated painters. 

Group Show 

Maskrabtya Gallery. 8 ChanrpoOiar. 
St. Dmatatm. Td 578 4494. Daily 
exc Fri. IQarK-Spm. 

Show featuring the works of artists 
uho have exhibced at the gallery over 
die past six years, including Adel-E}- 
Siwi, Fzthi" Hasson, Ibrahim El- 
Hadded and Gama] Abdel-Nasser. 

Animals is Egyptian Art 
Rare Books and Special Cotketions 
Library, comer of El-Skeikh Rihan 
and Mansaur Sts. Ddhwwiil Td 352 
5436. Daily ere Fri & Sat 9am- ! 2pm 
& 6pm -9pm. Until 30 <Vbv. 


Hie Museum of Mr and Mrs Me- 
lamed Mahmoud Khalfl 
1 Kef our El-Akhshid St. Doth. Tel 
336 2376. Daily ac Mat I Oam -6pm. 
Egypt's largest collection of nme- 
teenm century European art, amassed 
by the late Ma hmoim Khalil, including 
trades by Courbet. Van Gogh, 
Gaiignin. and Rodin and a host 
of iiiipiessionist works, housed 
in the villa once belonging to ibe 
Khalfl 's and convened into a mu- 
seum with little, if arty, espeiHC 
spared 

Egyptian Marcum 
Tahir Sq. Downtown. Td 575 
4319. Daily exc Fri. 8am-5pm ; 

Fri 9am- 1 1. 1 5am <& 1pm- 3pm. 

The world’s largest collection of 
Pharaonic and Ptolemaic neas- 
inchiilinp maanv€ 

names and the smallest house- 
hold objects used by the ancient 
Egyptians, along with, of course, 
the ootKioveisml mummies 


Coptic Museum 

Mar Girgis. (Ad Odra. Td 362 

8766. Edify exc Fri. 9am-4pm; 

Fri 9am- 1 jam & 1pm- 3pm. 

Founded in 1910, tbe museum fl 
houses a di s ti n guished collection 
of Coptic art and artefacts, m- 
duding textiles, manuscripts, icons 
and architectural features in a purpose 
built structure in the heart of the Cop- 
tic city. 


Listings 

sidered one of the pioneens of the mod- 
em Egyptian art movement. 

Mahmoud Mukhtar Museum 
Tahrir SL Gain. Daily exc Sun and 
Mon, Oam- 1 .30pm. , . 

A permanent collecoao of wh % 
the sculptor Mahmoud Mukbiar td 
1934). whose granite mranKnttJ to 
Saad Zaghloul stands rear QawE-Nu 
Bridge, and whose Egyp* Awakening 
somewhat belatedly, an icon 
of post revolutionary Egypt- 

FILMS 


German Films 

Goethe Institute. 5 Abdel-Salm Aref 

St. Downtown. Td 575 M"- . 

Retrospective on German fi lmmak er 
Remhard HaufT. „ 

Der Mann Auf Der Maucr (1982). / 
Oct 7pm. 

('(985). 8 Oct 7pm. 

Link 1 (.1987). 9 Oa. 7pm.. 

All films arc in German, with English 
subtitles. 

Tom San Takes a Vacation 

Japanese Cultural Centre. 106 Qasr 
El- A mi St. Garden City. 3 Oct 6pm. 

Shablf 

Maultma Abut Kdam Azad Centre 
for Indian Culture. 27 Talaat Harb St 
Downtown. Td 392 5162.5 Oct 4pm. 
Scarring Amhab Becbchan. 

Commercial cinemas change their pro- 
grammes every Monday . The in- 
formation provided is valid through to 
Sunday after which it is wise to check 
with ihe cinemas. 

Nszwa (The Fling) 

Cosmos /. 12 Emadeddin St. Down- 
town. Tel 779 537. Daily 1 0am. I pm, 
3pm, 6pm c£ 9pm. RivoS L 26 July St. 
Downtown. Tel 575 5053. Daily 1pm, 
330pm. 6J0pat A 9.30pm. Ratxy. 
Rary Sq. HdlopoUs. Td 258 0344. 
Dailv 1 0am. 3pm, 6pm & 9pm. Et- 
Hunan, El-Hanm St Giza. Td 385 
8358. Dailv 10am. Ipm. 3pm. 6pm A 
9pm . Elrtiorreya L El-Horreya Mali. 
Rory. Heliopolis. Doth Ipm. 3pm. 
6pm. A 9pm. Ramos Hilton H, Cor- 
niche El-Nil St Td 574 7436. Daily 
1030am. 1.30pm. 3.30pm 6.30pm A 
9.30pm. Cairo Sheraton. El-Gaiaa St 
Giza. Td 360 6081. Dailv lOJOam, 
1.30pm. 3.30pm. 6.30pm. 930pm A 
midnight 

The Egyptian v ersion of Fatal Attrac- 
tion, starring Ahmed Zalri, Youssra 
and Sherine Keda. 

Ef-£aman Waf-KDaft (The Age of 
Dogs) 

Lido. 23 Emadeddin St. Downtown. 
Td 934 284. Daily I Oam Ipm, 3pm. 
6pm A 9pm. 

Ightiyai (Assassination) 

Diana Palace. 17 El-Alfi St, Em- 
adeddin. Downtown. Tel 924 727. Dai- 
ly 10am. Ipm 3pm 6pm A 9pm Fa- 
ieu Hamanut Manitd, El-Roda. Td 
364 9767. Daily 10am 3pm 6pm A 
9pm. Hba D. Hast City. Td 262 9407. 
Daily 10.30am, 330pm. 6.30pm A 
9.30pm. Sphinx, Sphinx Sq, Mo- 
handesstn. Td 346 4017. Daily 8pm. 
With Nadia EKhrimfi 

Nasser ’56 

Cosmos U. 12 Emadeddin St Down- 
town. Td 779 537. Daily 1 0am. Ipm. 
3pm. 6pm A 9pm. Rholi U. 26th July 
& Downtown. Td 575 5053. Daily 
Ipm. 330pm 6.30pm, 8pm A I Opm. 
Screemng of Nasser '56 planned to co- 
incide with the fortieth anniversary of 
(he national isatim of the Suez Canal. 
With Ahmed Znlri in the title role, 
making a creditable stab at im- 
personating the mannerisms of tbe late 
president. 

Father of Tbe Bride 

Romas HBtan H, Comiche El-Nil St. 

Td 574 7436. Daily midnight 

Independence Day 

Tahrir. 112 Tahrir St DokkL Td 355 
5726. Sat midnight show. 



Port Said St Ahmed Maher St Bab 
Ei-Khalq. Td 390 99301390 1520. 
Daily esx Fri 9om-4peu Fri 9am- 
11.30am A 2pm-4pm 
A vast coll return or Islamic arts and 
crafts including mashraNya, lustre- 
ware ceramics, textiles, woodwork, 
corns and manusenpes drawn from 
Egypt's FatinnL Ayyubid rod Mame- 
hikr periods sod other countries in the 
Islamic workL 

Museum of Modern Egyptian Art 

Opera House Grounds. Gerira. Td 
340 6861. Daily esc Mon, 1 0am- 1pm 
A 5pm-9pm 

A p erm a ne nt dis play of paintings and 
sculpture charting the modem art 
movement in Egypt frum its earliest 
pioneers to lafest practitioner*. A state 
of tbe an museum housing tbe coo- 
wmponuy an of tbe state, 

Mohamed Nagul Mnsesm 

Chateau Pyramids. 9 Mahmoud Al- 
Guindi St Giza. 

A museum devoted to the tm kiting. 0 f 
Mobm ncd Nagui (1888-1956), tbe 
A l exand rian aristocrat who is con- 


Deborab Doyle, Sony Gallery 


Miami Rhapsody 

El-Horreya. El- Horreya Mall. Rasy. 
HdlopoUs. Dally midnight show. 

Death and the Maiden 
Normandy, 31 El-Ahram St. Td 250 
0254. Dally 1230. 3.30pm. 630pm A 
9.30pm. 

Ace Ventura: When Nature CaHs 

T3m Nasr City. Tel 262 9407, Daily 
10.30am 3.30pm. 6.30pm A 9.30pm 
Radio, 24 Talaat Harb St Downtown. 
Td 575 6562, Daily 10am. Ipm, 3pm. 
6pm. 9pm A midnight MGM, Maadi 
Grand MaU. A olleyat ELNasr Sq, 
Maadi. Td 352 3066 Drily 10am. 
Ipm, 3pm. 6pm A 9pm. 

Down Periscope 

Tahrir. 112 Tahir St Dotdd. Td 335 
5726 Daily 3pm. 6pm A 9pm Thur 
midnight show. 

Critical DecMon 

El-Saltan, 65 Abdd-Hamid Badawi St 
Heliopolis. Td 293 1071 Dailv 
3.30pm, 6.30pm A 9.30pm. Karim I. 
IS Em ade d d in St. Downtown. Td 924 
830. Daily I Oam. Ipm, 3pm. Cpm A 
9pm; Fri A Sal midnight skew. 

The Net 

Kartm D, 15 Emadeddin St Down- 
town Td 924 830. Drily I Oam. 1pm. 
3pm. 6pm A 9pm. 


Ttfljtcr 

Metre. 35 Talaat Harb St Down tow n. 
Td 393 3897. Daily 10am. Ipm, 3pm, -I 
(mn & 9pm. Et-Heereya a. B- 
Harreva Mali Roxy. HeBcpohs, DaOy 

1 30am. 1pm. 3Jppm- m 

950 pm- Ramsd BBKmu 4 Conucke B- 
SilStTd 574 743ADrify-I0J0am.- 
1.30pm. 3.30pm. 6.30pm. 930pm A 

midnight - ' ; 

MUSIC 


Brahms II 

Halt Opens Housc.-Getira. Td 

341 2926 30a. 8pm. . . . 

Conducted by Ahmed EJ-Sae tS. Jca. 
train r, soloists Jdia Zflbenpnt fraapo) 
sad Mag* Bogrfatf (trumped per- 1 
form Shostakovich's C oncerto No I- fir 
piano, trumpet and strings ' op 32L 
Brahms’ Serenade No 2 m A-m^or - 
opi6 and Ahmed EVSaedi's Suite from 
■foe Wild Desire. 

Children's Per f or m an c e 
Geriret ‘Oud Et-Nti. opposite Maa * 
HosptiaL Td 392 5978. 4 Oct 
1230pm. " ■ : “ 

Children give a sp l e n did ptzfimnuoe 
under the direction of Mwl l ift H* 


Jazz Recital 4 

Small Uett. Opera House. Gerira. Td . 
341 2926.4 AS Oa. 8pm. L 

Yehia Khalil performs. 3- 

... ct 

Osiris Stagers 

Ewart HaU. Main Camas. AUC. E2- “• 
Sheikh Rihan SL Td 357 5436 9 Oct. ?. 

SutiL 

AUC students, directed by Larry Cat- • 
(in . perform selections from Bund way . 
musicals. 

THEATRE 


EFStttHoda ; 

Saved Darwhh Theatre, Alexandria. 

Td 482 5602. 4825106 

Tbe National Theatre production raw- ' 

fers to Alexandria for the Mimora . . 1 

BaDofFaufere) 

Marina Nasr Theatre. Yousuf Abbas * 
St Martinet Nasr. Td 402 0804. Da3y - 

10pm. 

Starring Salah Et-Saadara and directed ’’ 
by Samir Ei-AsfourL 

Zminbalfta FR Mahatta (UnOabaloo at r 
the Station I • 

Floating Theatre. Td 364 9516. Drily * 
excTues. 1 0pm. 

EMSanzir (The Chain) * 

Et-Sriam Theatre. Qasr El- A ml Td .. 
355 2484. Daily 9pm. 

Mesa* EJ-Kbeir Tank- Ya Maar i 
(Good Evening Egypt. Again) t 

Mohamed Farid Thorite. Emadeddin. _ - 
Td 770 603. Daily exc 1 hex 930pm. 

EH-Zaim (Tbe Leader) - ■ a 

Et-Hanm Theatre P y ram id s Road. -. 
Gte. Td 386 39S2. Dailv exc Turn. 
9.30pm £ 

Directed by Sberif Arafit, stalling Add ,T 

llkfll • 

Dastoor Ya States (With Your Pep- - 
mission. Mastera) ' J 

EL-Famt Theatre Ramses St Td 578- .-j 
2444. Daily 10pm. Sat 630pm T 

With Ahmed Bedeir and directe d by ~ 
GaiflJ S-Shariarwi. 






. 1 ' 


- Nig 


4 Iis---'* 


KaTTAaH (High Heels) «... 

Radio Theatre 24 Talaat Harb SL 
Downtown. Td 575 6S6Z Drily exc / 
Toes. 830pm; Wed A Tkur. 10pm. 

Stoning Hussain Fafamyand Youssra “ 

Mama America 

Qasr El-Nil Theatre Qasr ELNB St 
Td 575 0761. Daily Illpm. Mon 8pm. ■ 
Directed by, and stoning, Mohamed 
SobhL „ 

Bahloal FI IstaabnTfBafalooi in 'to- *■ 
tanbul) 

Ramstit HUtoa Theatre El-Gahta St '■ 
Td 574 7435. Daily esc Mae 10pm ... 
With Samir Ghanim and Elham Sha- ’j 
bine. 

HiimhuhI V«- , L 1^ 

El-Gedra Theatre Abdd-Ariz A3- 
Seoud. Martial. Tel 364 4160. iktify ' 
10pm, Fri A Sue 830pm. 2- 

Starring Flfi Abdon, mrected ty Sa- g 

mir El-Asftxni . j 

■ ** 

B-Gamfla Wd-WehsMn (The 
Beautiful and the Ugiy) i 

Z amalck Theme 13 Shagarri Et- .«• 
Dorr St. Zamdek. Td 341 0660. " 
Drily exc Wed. 10pm. * 

Lefo Boui as the beamy and everys : 6 
fuse else as dm ugHt& Directed try r- 
Hussdn KamaL u 

Yahna Ya Hoomu (User Them) ^ 
Bdrum El-Tonsi Theatre, Akth- ri 
andria. Td597 9960 , - • V ;- t 

LECTURES 


Htmitigti at Naqhm *- 

PoBth. Centre ef Meriterrm u sou At- > 
ckaedogy in Cabo. U ELMakaBa St F 
HdlopoUs. Td 666 278. 8 Oct (pm. ' 
Lecture by Wlodzianrz Godkwriti, <fir “ 
rector of the Polish Arefaaetflegied 
Mission to Naqhm Oasis. Fayom. tad c- 
former director of the National M»- .j; . 
scum m Warsaw, PotantL 

Alexandria Beside E^pt ; 

American Research Centre. 2 Simon -. 
Bolivar Sq. Garden City. Td 354 8239. 

9 Oct 6pm. 

Lecture by Michael Jones.. manager of- ! 
the Antiquities Devekqxuetlt Pitgcct h 

Peaceful Gandld Defeats the Tyrut *' ' 
Gtonts ' . . . - 

Medan AbddLdam Arid Cerirejbr P . 
Indian Culture. 23 Talaat Harb St , , 
Downtown. Td 393 3396 9 Oct. 7pm J 
Lecture by Fayes; Farah. ' 3. 

All mfotniarioa comer at rime of p-' a 
“8 to press. However, a remans wise r 
to check with venues fixt, since pro-. ' 1 . 
grammes, dates and time3 are soigect 
ra change ar very short notice. 

Please telephone or send fufimuatioi to 
tj wtngs . AJ-Ahram Weekly, Gabs SL 
Cano. Tel 5786064. Fax 5786089/833. 1 

Compiled by 

Injy El-Kashef 
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Around the galleries 



YasserB-Bendairi at Ore Faculty of Applied Arts 


OVER 70 works by several a r ti sts, foo,j 
majority of whom are Alexandrian, art? 
being shown at foe cottnral palace of t&ev 
Sharqiya Governors te. The exhibition^ 
mchides engravings of Islamic motife by * 

Mariam Abdel- Alim, expressionistiCv 

works by Farouk Shehata, mininjalist 
pieces by Sabri Hagazi and variations on'jT 

a folkloric theme by Sayed Hedriya. ' M 

Also on show are paintings that cava y 
an amazingly promiscuous muober. of : 
^rles, from the surrealism, of Atiya r 
5?^*“ to . abstractions of Faroak ~ 
Wanba and Mohamed SaKh and moire ; 
conventional seascapes by Mobiubed EJ- - 
QabbanL 7‘ 

* 111 Ihe of the Faculty dt^ 

Applied Arts shows worics in glass maSe^ 
y students, gathered under foe coHectiw’ 
otie Beauty and Function. .; 

Reviewed by Nmgwa E^Aaltrf ^ 
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Culture 15 


A futurist fox-trot 


“What we want to do is. break down 
the mysterious doors of the im- 
possible." Filippo Tommaso Mar- 
inetti wanted to revolutionise Italy's 
cultural life, to bum the museums 
and academies, to celebrate every- 
thing that was new. His funeral in 
1944 was almost the last public cer- 
emony of Italy's collapsing fascist 
republic. Nigel Ryan examines 
the ambitions of Marinetti and his 
Futurist band, the focus of a major 
exhibition at the Centre of Arts 

On 20 February 1909 Le Figaro appeared on the news- 
stands as usual, though os its front page, in the first three 
columns, was a strange item. It was signed. F T Marinetti, 
and the balk of the piece, which took up almost a third of 
the front page of what was then Europe’s leading news- 
k paper, was a manifesto of Futurism. 

“We intend to sing the lave of danger, die habit of en- 
ergy and fearlessness^. to exalt aggressive action.. .the 
match and iheslap~. We will sing ofgreat crowds excited 
by work, by pleasure and by riot; we will sing of the mul- 
ticoloured polyphonic tides of revolution in the modem 
capitals ; we. will sing of arsenals and shipyards blazing 
with violent electric moons; greedy railway stations that 
devour smoke plumed serpents; factories hung from 
clouds by the crooked lines of their smoke; bridges that 
stride the rivers like giant gymnasts, flashing in the sun 
with the glitter of knives; deep chested locomotives 
whose wheels paw the trades like the hooves of enormous 
steel horses bridled with tubing; and the sleek flight of 
planes whose propellers sound like the flapping of flags 
and the applause of cm enthusiastic crowd. " > 

With these words — and with a great many others be- 
sides — Filippo Tommaso Marinetti launched himself 
before a much wider public than was familiar with the 
essentially symbolist literary maga^in^ Poeaa, of which 
he was editor. He was aiming at a mass audience, and 
though at the time of the publication of its founding man- 
ifesto Futurism was a one man show, a movement with a 
leader but no adherents, Marinetti, whose genius erred al- 
ways on the side of publicity, was not detored. The front 
page of Le Figaro was merely the opening shot in a cam- 
paign that would see Marinetti, bom in Alexandria to 
Italian, professional, upper middle class parents, become 
one of the leading protagonists of foe European avant . 
garde, writer and/or publisher of innumerable manifestos 
5 that covered all foe axis, from lftaature, t h eatre, scnlp- 

r tore, painting and music to photography, archi- 

tecture, radfophonic theatre and even fashion and cook- 
ery. His was to become, in the period immediately before 
the First World War, practically^ a household name: in 
London, Moscow, Paris at New York mention of Mar- 
inetti would suggest all that was most daring , innovative 
and international about that seemingly most shocking of 
activities, modem an. Many of the artists associated with 
Marinetti, certainly in foe earliest days of Futurism^ have 
made it into the museums for whose destraction.foey re- 
peatedly and raucously called, and perfectly credible ar- 
guments can be for foe mfinenw* of the Futurists 
on groups and individuals as diverse as Artaud, Apol- . 
Hnaire, Marcel Duchamp, Wyndham Lends and the Vor- 
tidsts, El Lbsitsky, John Cage, Samuel Beckett, Le Cor- 
busier, Diaghilev,- Gabo and the Constructivists, Tzara 
andthcD adai stS- • 

Yet by the time Marinetti died, on 2 December, 1944, 
his name had become anathema to any self-respecting 
radical. He had retreated, with die remnants of Italy’s 
Fascist establishment, to the squaHcL Republic of Salo, 
the puppet state established by foe.Gennans before the 
final collapse of Mussolini’s, regime. His last extant 
text, Qparter of an hour of poetry of the X Afar, .cel-, 
dusted foe most vicious Blade Brigades, and Ms funer- 
al at Ballagio was one of the last ceremonies of the col- 
lapsing republic. 

Not that it was always so. In 1909 Marinetti had given 
Ms movement — whose avowed aim was nothing less 
than the complete renewal of cultural life — just ten 
years before “others, younger and more valiant, throw us 
l mto foe basket like useless manuscripts— scenting at tire 
academy doors foe pleasant odour of our rotting minds, 
marked out already for the catacombs of the libraries. 7 ’ 
But more than a decade after Marinetti’s by then pre- 
mature prophecy Antonio Gramsci, co-founder and theo- 
rist of foe Italian Communist -Party, was still able to pay 
Marinetti a tribute that verged on the fulsome in an ar- 
ticle in Ordine Nuevo, (5 January, 1921): 

“The Futuris ts.. .had a. precise and clear conception 
that our era, the era of big industry, of foe great workers’ 
cities, of intense and tumultuous life, hod to have new . 
forms of art, philosophy, customs, language; fois : was 
their clearly revolutionary concept, and an absolutely 
Marxist one, when the socialists were not even remotely 
concerned with such things, when the socialists certainly 
had nothing like so precise a concept of politics or ec- 
onomics, when the socialists would have been frightened 
(and still are) at the thought that die bourgeois machine 
of power had to be smashed in the state and the factories. 

The Futurists in their.field, in foe field of culture, are 
revolutionaries; in this field, in terms of creativity, it is 
unlikely that foe working class win be able to do more 
than foe Futurists for a long time... 7 ’ 

By the time a second decade had passed and Marinetti, 
once the most vociferous critic of me academies though 
now a member — albeit a tittle unwillingly — of Mus- 
solini’s Accademia dTtalia had. yet to be co nsi gne d to 
the wastepaperbm. Waller Benjamin produced his damn- 
ing judgment on the activities of foe Italian . Futuris t s, 
published in ft* epilogue to The Work of Art . in the Age 
of 'Mechanical Reproduction. 

1 Books 



From top, clockwise: Marinetti in front of a painting of himself. La Famiglia Marinetti — Gerardo Dottori’s 1930 portrait — is Included in the 
current exhibition; Luigi Russolo, left, one of Fu tu ri s m’s founding members, with the noise intone rs that were intended to revolutionise music, 
and Futurismo e Fasasmo, 1935, by Miuo DeOe Site, making plain the connections that many art historians have contrived to ignore 


ft 


“ ‘Fiat ars — pereai mundus ,’ says Fascism, and, as 
Marinetti admits, expects war to supply the artistic grat- 
ification of a sense of perception that has been changed 
technology. This is evidently the consummation of 
‘art pour l 'art.' Mankind, which in Homer’s time was 
an object of contemplation for the Olynqrian gods, now is 
one for itself- Its self-alienation has reached such a de- 
gree that it can experience its own destruction as an aes- 
thetic pleasure of the first order. This is the situation of 
politics which Fascism is rendering aesthetic. Com- 
munism responds by politicising art 7 ' 

Three significant dates: 1909, wMcb saw the first Fu- 
turist manifesto; 1921. the year of Gramsci's article, 
written three years after the founding of foe Italian Fas- 
cist Party by Mussolini and two years after Marinetti bad 
become a member of the Central Committee of the Fasci 
di Combattimento; and the early 1930s when foe polit- 
ical and ideological confusion that had seen, in Italy at 
least, a series of unlikely alliances between nationalists. 
Futurists, anarchists, syndicalists, republicans, Mazzin- 
ians, democrats and freemasons, bad finally resolved it- 
self into foe more obvious blade and white of thirties 
politicking. 

It is, of course, foe black and white of Benjamin that 
has tended to colour our views of Marinetti — a publicist 
of genius who went off die rails is the usual view — 
while the majority of art historians writing on Futurism 
have tended to pass conveniently over the movement's 
political programme to treat it in purely formal terms, as 
a kind of second rate cubism, provincial, interesting in 
pasts, but ultimately a failure. Fascist links tend to be 
overlooked in a kind of embarrassed silence. 

Unfortunately the current exhibition at the Centre of 
Aits, Zamalek, which contains a majority of works from 
the later period, die period of Marinetti's second futurism 
— after 1931 the word Futurism was itself largely 
dropped in favour of the terms aeropittura and aero- 
scultura — serves largely to confirm the most common 
view, that Futurism, after an interesting beginning, lin- 
gered too long fooi petered out into something that in ad- 
dition to being passe ist — die Futurists own term of ul- 
timate abuse — was also downright silly. The most 
talented artists surrounding Marinetti were either dead — 
Bocctoni and the architect Antonio Sant Elia were both 
killed in the First World War — or else had moved be- 
yond die orbit of Marinetti — Balia, Carra and Severini 
were all anxious; by die early twenties, to loosen their 
ties with Futurism. Many of the signatories to the first 
‘ Technical Manifesto of Futurist Painting reseated what 
they saw as Marinetti’s willingness to co-opt die second 
rate .in broadening foe basis of die movement And it is 
the lesser, later artists, many of whom were not born 


when foe initial manifesto appeared on the front page of 
Le Figaro, who make up the majority of those exhibited 
in foe current show. 

There are aeroplanes, aeroplanes everywhere, certainly 
all over the walls of the Akhenaten galleries. There is 
Tullio Crali’s heroic airman, square jawed super hero 
next to Ms plane. Crali’s aeroplanes souring above foe 
clouds, Tato's planes, dropping bombs on a burning city, 
Ambrosi’s aeroplanes about to dive bomb another, Sante 
Monachesi’s nocturnal aerial battle and meretricious rec- 
reations of aerial views of landscape. It is all boy's own 
story stuff, fighter pilot as hero and never mind the na- 
tives on whom the bombs are dropped. The natives in 
question — many of these paintings coincide with Mus- 
solini's Ethiopian campaign — were generally north Af- 
rican, and in several paintings from foe early forties quite 
specifically Egyptian. What few bombs landed on Alex- 
andria in the Second World War were dropped by Italian 
planes, and several paintings in foe current show cel- 
ebrate — as facile as that may now sound — the bomb- 
ing of Egypt’s second city. 

Not that there was anything particularly new about die 
Futurists fascination with aeroplanes. Marinetti was him- 
self keen to point out, in The Futurist Manifesto of Aero- 
painting (22 Sept, 1922), its precedents: 

“Aerop aiming started at the beginning of the Futurist 
movement with the first Futurists anxious to leave the 
earth with poetry, painting and sculpture and achieve a 
first, albeit vague aesthetic of flight and of aerial life.” 
(.Incidentally, in 1918, after making his first flight, Mus- 
solini was himself to describe the experience in terms 
that typified Futurist bombast: “I feel in my veins the 
truly dionysian intoxication at the conquest of foe 
azure.”) 

Nor was there anything new about foe North African 
setting, since as early as the publication of the Technical 
Manifesto of Futurist Literature Marinetti had juxtaposed 
the two — ignorant natives and modern technology, ex- 
emplified by the aeroplane — when he described “super- 
ficial minds” as being as “incapable of grasping any nov- 
el facts as the Arabs who looked with indifference at the 
first aeroplanes in the sky over Tripoli”, referring, of 
course, to Italy's earlier colonial adventure in North Af- 
rica, of which Marinetti was, naturally, an ardent support- 
er. Which makes it all foe more surprising that in pro- 
moting the current exhibition foe organisers should have 
attempted to play up Marinetti’s Egyptian connections, 
connections that Marinetti himself would either tabulate 
— be regularly claimed that his family's considerable 
fortune was made in the brothels of Alexandria, when in 
fact his father was a successful lawyer — or elaborate on 
in order to exoticise himself. (Throughout his life Mar- 


inetti remained fond 
of noting that he 
had imbibed Africa 
at foe breast of Ms 
Sudanese wet 

nurse.) 

The pragmatic re- 
lationship between 
modernism, in its 
earliest and most 
heroic phases, and 
the shifting sands of 
authoritarianism, of 
whatever hue, pro- 
vides material suf- 
ficient for endless 
volumes. Here it is, 
perhaps, enough to 
note that of all the 
artistic movements 
that emerged in the 
first two decades of 
this century it is Fu- 
turism that, most 
raucous in its de- 
nunciation of the 
bankruptcy of foe 
forms and values of 
foe past, turned out 
to be the most te- 
nacious in its un- 
willingness to aban- 
don a thoroughly 
19th century pos- 
itivism. And though 
foe artists, at least 
foe first generation 
of artists, that Mar- 
inetti gathered, were 
a remarkable group, 
all of whom wel- 
comed foe First 
World War as a 
death blow to a 
spent civilisation 
that for different 
reasons they each 
had cause to resent, 
foe subsequent history of foe movement amply illustrates 
the confusion of both their aims and practice, a confusion 
that made it all foe more easy for thar free-ranging cul- 
tural anarchism to be subsumed within the narrower pre- 
cincts of early Fascist politics. 

The present showing at the Centre of Arts wMch, apart 
from copies of manifestos and foe cover of Marinetti's 
own remarkable text Zang Tumb Tuum, consists only of 
later works, culled largely from the thirties, of foe second 
rate artists Marinetti had encouraged to ju mp on the 
bandwagon, ignores the complexity and possibilities of 
early practice, playing foe same old patriotic tune that 
was eventually to beguile, and had always attracted, Fil- 
lipo Tommaso Marinetti. And while it is no bad thing to 
be reminded of foe pan such visual sloganeering plays in 
supporting the insupportable, it is less edifying having to 
w3de through so much dreadful painting. The big gims of 
foe movement, Severini. Balia. Russolo, Boccioni and 
Cana are all, more or less, absent They, along with foe 
architect Sant Elia, whose accomplished sketches de- 
lineated the skyline of foe Futurist city but who, as a 
practicing professional, received only commissions for 
tombs and cemeteries, most notably the military cer- 
emony of Monfalcone near Trieste, are represented in the 
upper galleries by a series of large laminated boards con- 
taining photographic reproductions of paintings and 
drawings, together with a few explanatory notes. 

While it would be unrealistic to expect works by such 
artists to form part of a touring exhibition such as this 
show — they are far too valuable these days to be al- 
lowed out of foe public collections where they are 
boused — it would surely have been possible to think of 
some more interesting way of presenting them other than 
these laminated classroom displays. 

Still, there are some intriguing items on the boards, in- 
cluding R us solo’s musical manuscripts — with his new 
invention, foe noise in toners, be hoped to revolutionise 
music — and the score, amply illustrated with dancing 
couples astride the notes, of a futurist foxtrot There is, 
too, a sepia tinted photograph of the young Marinetti, at 
home m Alexandria, beneath brass mosque lamps, amid 
inlaid furniture, elaborate arabesques and oriental car- 
pets. The founding manifesto of Futurism, foe item that 
occupied foe front page of Le Figaro in 1909, was pref- 
aced with a short preamble: 

“We stayed up all night, my friends and I, under foe 
hanging mosque lamps with domes of fili greed brass...” 

A memory of Egypt? Not quite, for this was Mar- 
inetti’s own apartment on foe Casa Rossa, exotic, deca- 
dent. foe perfect setting for a young symbolist It was 
everything that the Futurists detested, and strangely 
enough, it was all Marinetti’s own. 


PUialate 

One issue that continues to 
arouse controversy is foe ad- 
aptation of classic novels for 
the cinema or foe theatre. 
Whenever such a film is com- 
pleted or a play is produced 
foe question of adherence to 
foe original text is invariably 
raised. The reason why this 
question is currently pre- 
occupying critics and film 
producers in England is the 
recem production of Hardy’s 
novel Jude The Obscure and 
Jane Austen's Sense and Sen- 
sibility and Emma. En- 
thusiastic supporters of the 
two writers have expressed 
dissatisfaction with the pro- 
ductions, for what they called 
“imposing 20th century con- 
ventions on the works of clas- 
sic fiction”. 

Recently the screen adapta- 
tion of classic novels has in- 
creased. Jane Eyre, Wu- 
thering Heights and Conrad’s 
The Secret Agent have all 
been filmed. The BBC has an- 
nounced its future pro- 
ductions, which will include 
George Eliot’s Mill on the 
Floss, Wilkie Collins’ The 
Moonstone and Anne 
Bronte's The Tenant of Wild- 
fell Hall, among others. The 
return to foe classics seems to 
reflect some kind of dis- 
satisfaction with current writ- 
ings. 

The question that imposes 
itself is bow faithful to the 
original text should an adapta- 
tion of a classic really be? 
There is no doubt that there 
are as many interpretations of 
a work of art, be it a novel, a 
play or a painting, as there are 
readers or viewers. What 
characterises the classics, in 
my opinion, is the uni- 
versality of their emotional 
appeal. Such a universality, of 
which Shakespeare is a clear 
example, entails that these 
works were made for all sea- 
sons and all environments. 

Louis Marks, foe producer 
of the television version of 
George Eliot’s Middlemarch , 
denies that there is such a' 
thing as a broad definition of 
authenticity. “The eyes of foe 
author who observed that so- 
ciety”, be writes, “are dead 
and gone. For all your re- 
search and looking through 
foe old pictures you can never 
be there again and see as they 
saw for their own reasons. 
Who knows whether Jane 
Austen presented an authentic 
picture of her times? She 
might have distorted it be- 
cause it worked better in her 
plot" 

Commenting on the issue, 
Peter Stanford of foe Sunday 
Tunes’ “Culture” writes that 
true authenticity is in telling a 
living story, with living char- 
acters, that still have some- 
thing to say. By such criteria, 
continues Stanford, “Jane 
Austen triumphs not, as her 
literary - guardians maintain, . 
because she is totally re- 
moved from a troubled mod- 
em world, but rather because 
her novels are written by a 
genius with an acute insight . 
into foe human psyche." 

The question of what has 
came to be called literary film 
has also preoccupied Egyp- 
tian clitics since the appear- 
ance of Dr Taha Hussein's 
The Call of The Nightingale. 
Quite a number of novels by. 
writers such as Youssef El- ' . 
Sebai, Tewfik El-Hakim and, ■ 
of course, Naguib Mahfouz, 
have been produced. Every 
time such a film appeared ' 
there was always a clamour 
about bow far it had departed 
from the original text 

One condition that has gen- 
erally been agreed upon is 
that there should be no de- 
parture from the original plot . 
But Naguib Mahfouz, who 
has had a great deal of ex- . 
perience in such matters, be- ■ 
lieves that foe moment a nov- . 
el is taken up by a film 
producer it belongs to him. 
and not to the author, and he 
is free to interpret it in his 
own way. It is worth men-- ■ 
honing that Mahfouz himself ■ . 
has written a number of see- _ 
narios for films and con- 
sequently is well qualified to 
comment on the problems 
that are involved in adapting 
works of literature for the 
screen from both foe writers 
and the producers viewpoints. 

Mursi Saad El-Din 


Recalling the epic 


Qissat Al-Hallaj Wa Ma Gara Lahu Min Ahl Baghdad (The Story of AI-Hallaj 
and What Befell Him at the Hands of the People of Baghdad), ed. Said Abdel- 
Fattah. Cairo: Cultural Palaces Organisation, Treasures Series, 1996 


J-Hnssein Bin Mansour Al-Hallaj, one of the 
n e ate s t softs, was bom -in AH 244 and executed 
a AH 309, paying with Ms life for Ms principles 
od concepts. Tliat tins remarkable man inspired 
lie late poet Salah Abdel-Sabonr to write foe play 
fa ‘sat Al-Hallaj CThc Tragedy of Ai-HaJlaj) is 
ot surprising. For centuries before Salah Abdel- 
abour the great mystic had inspired legions of. 
nknown popular poets — bene© foe book in 

and. 

In Talaat library, annexed to the National library . 
i Cairo, researcher Said Abdel-Fattah cane upon a 
umuscript — foe only surviving one — of gjsmrt 
[-HaSaj Wa Ma Gara Lahu Min Ahl Baghdad 
TheStory of Al-Hallaj and What Befell Him at 
le Hands of the People of Baghdad”). Written i m a 
fixture of fltsha (classical Arabic) and aantia. {eol T 
Mural), the bulk of foe manuscript includes poem s 
i the vernacular. Each scene opens foe words: 
Thus foe panator spake, O sins-." indicating that . 

k text was used fm recfcals in sir sessions and at 

ails. The text, transcribed in AH1I99, S9Q yeais- 


after the execution of foe mystic, demonstrates that 
Ai-Halla] lived an in collective memory for cen- 
turies. Which begs the question: What is it about 
the figure of Al-Hallaj that spread Ms tale from 
Iraq, where he was executed, to. Egypt where it was 
chanted far so many centuries that it was eventually 
committed to paper? 

The answer to this question involves die out- 
standing stature of Al-Hallaj as a mystic, foe orig- 
- inality of Ms sayings and the courage with which he 
proclaimed them wherever he went, drawing hordes 
of followers. Such indeed was foe sway Al-Hallaj 
held on foe masses that the Caliph, fearing for his 
own authority, ordered the sheikhs to issue fatwas 
sanctioning Ms murder. Not only was Al-Hallaj ex- 
. ecated, but his books, ranging from philosophy, 
sharia and sufism, were burned — save for two, a 
collection of his poems and AI-Tawasin. 

The loss of the 45 books is one .of foe greater 
crimes against thought and philosophy in Islam. 
Subsequent generations were deprived of their his- 
tory and hentage. Furthermore, we were deprived 


of deeper insights into the battle between foe Caliph 
and foe mystic. What remains are only slivers that 
whet foe appetite. 

As to “The Story of Al-Hallaj and What Befell 
Him at foe Hands of the People of Baghdad”, judg- 
ing by foe now published manuscript, it was a thor- 
oughly Egyptian] sed version of the epic — as with 
Abu Zeid Al-Hilali and Sirat Al-Amira Zat Al- 
Himma. Such epics were appropriated and re- 
fashioned by folk: bards foe better to express foe 
populace’s sense of oppression and its yearning for 
justice and freedom. 

But there is no doubt that in foe collective mem- 
ory, Al-Hallaj elicited deep sympathy and that the 
charge of apostasy brought against him was totally 
disr egar ded by foe people. The story of Al-Hallaj 
begins, ‘in time-honoured tradition, with a vision- 
like dream of his mother's. In foe dream she is told 
that if she gave birth to a son, she should offer him 
to foe men of religion so that he would devote his 
life to God. When her son reached foe age of eight, 
she took Mm to Al-Sheikh Al-Geoeid and begged 


that be should accept him as a disciple so that she 
might fulfil foe dream. However, if we examine foe 
contemporary sources on AJ-HaJIaj, we find that he 
was never a disciple as such of foe Sheikh, merely a 
companion who sought his advice. But then, col- 
lective memory weaves of any given event foe yarn 
that appeals to its psyche rather than that which cor- 
responds to historical fact. 

The actual narrative follows Al-Hallaj’s career 
from a servant to Al-Sheikh Al-Geneid to his dis- 
ciple. It cites AJ-Halisj's miracles and Al-Sheikh 
AI-Geneid’s advice that be should keep them a se- 
cret as most people would consider him an infidel 
and heretic. We bear of Al-Hallaj’s public dis- 
courses in foe alleys of Baghdad where be preached. 
But Al-Hallaj’s miraculous acts strike awe and 
eventually fear in Ms beholders. 

Sud) supernatural acts, it is to be recalled, are a 
leitmotif of folk epics. Thus, when Al-Hallaj was ar- 
rested be said to his fellow prisoners that it was 
their sins and obliviousness of their God that landed 
them in this position. After leading them in prayer. 


he then drew a boat, sat in its centre and asked the 
others to join him: “O poverty-stricken ones, row 
your boat by invoking God.” The boat then sailed : 
through what appeared to be a sea and Al-Hallaj let 
them out at foe shore. 

The same magical realist approach is seen at work 
in foe last scenes of Al-Hallaj’s life. When his cru- 
cifixion was finally decreed, Al- Hallaj demanded a 
copper pestle of great weighL Throwing it into foe 
fire, be waited by the pestle until it had been re- 
duced to an ember. He then sat on it and invited all 
and sundry to join Mm. Seeing people flee from 
him, Al-Hallaj scornfully commented that they ran 
from foe fires of the earth but cared little for those 
of the here after. Standing in die midst of foe 
flames, Al-Hallaj continued to preach and exhort 
people. When passion fix' foe Divine welled in him, 
he thnret his fingers min the fire saying “God is 
great.” The fire went out and the pestle exploded 
ini© 60 fragments. 

Reviewed by Mahmoud EUMardatti 
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Defiance on her brow 

Margot Badran remembers suffrage activist Durriya Shafiq forty years after women obtained the right tovote 


Pat 

Pounsu, 


When I first met Durriya Shafiq, 
she was under house arrest. I had 
wanted to see her but feared that 
bouse arrest would probably make 
this impossible. But th e n, I did not 
really know what boose arrest was. 

It seemed to me that it just meant 
someone was not permitted to go 
out. This echoed what Ceza Nab- 
arawi had recently told me about 
the old harem days when women 
were not allowed to leave fee en- 
closures of their homes, or to do so 
only under close surveillance. 

Now fee state was imposing do- 
mestic incarceration, to use tire 
term of nineteenth century poet Ai- 
sha AI-Taimuriyya. 

How would I manage to meet the 
woman I had been hearing so 
much about? As Durriya Shafiq 
had been a journalist — tire 
founder of Bint AI-Nil (Daughter 
of the Nile) magazine in 1945 — I 
went to veteran journalist Mo- 
hamed Ali Nasif for help. He 
found Durriya Shafiq’s telephone 
number for me and paved the way 
wife a call of his own. Mohamed 
Ali Nasif often helped me make 
contact wife people in those years, 
wife virtually no telephone books 
and heavy state security. 

It was a January afternoon. I 
jumped into a taxi in Doklri, head- 
ing across the “litde Nile” to Zam- 
alek past the Gabalaya Gardens 
(built a century earlier for fee visit 
of Empress Eugenie when she 
came to Egypt for the inauguration 
of the Suez Canal), down streets 
lined with large old trees shading 
solid apartment blocks built early 
in the century. 1 descended from 
tire taxi on Salaheddin Street Fac- 
ing me were two large, identical 
buildings looking into a common 
courtyard. 1 stood contemplating 
which building to enter for what 
seemed a long time, when a baw- 
wab appeared in front of me. The 
doormen knew everything and eve- 
ryone. We all relied upon them: 
inhabitants of buildings, visitors 
and, during those days of heavy 
surveillance, fee state itself. So, 
wife fee aid of tire doorman, I en- 
tered fee right building and fee 
right elevator. I was whisked up to 
tire sixth floor. A servant opened 
the door and ushered me into an el- 
egant sitting room. It did not seem 
tike a “prison" to me. But, I 
thought, to be confined to a house 
seemed distinctly unpleasant 
Could one make visits, run er- 
rands? How literal was this “ar- 
rest”? 

As I was musing, suddenly and 
quietly a very thin woman appeared. I arose 
to fakft fee hand extended to me. The hand 
was small, tike the woman herself. She was 
wearing a white pullover and black slacks. In 
those days this was daring attire, certainly dif- 
ferent from the suits and dresses worn by other 
women 1 had met, and would meet in tire com- 
ing months. Her sleek, lacquered black hair 
was pulled tightly back. Her lips were very 
red. But what was most striking were her 
high-arched pencilled eyebrows, which gave 
her a look of boldness and wonder at tire same 
time. They brought one to attention. “The 
eyebrows” had been her signature, probably 
since tire time of her return from her studies at 
the Sorborme in 1940 wife a fresh' doctoral 
d'etat in hand. She had burst upon tire scene, 
shocking the upper-class ladies of fee Egyptian 
Feminist Union (the middle-class members 
were busy pioneering in new careers) who 
were wary of her daring demeanor and surely 
jealous of her new credentials. Upper-class la- 
dies prided themselves on their French man- 
ners and language, which their local French 
convent school educations honed, but they 
were not ready for a woman educa te d at uni- 
versity in France. Durriya would tell me how 
upon her return to Egypt tire EFU women gave 
her a chilly reception. They all shunned her, 
except Huda Sha’rawL Durriya Shafiq's eye- 
brows seemed to be a retort They were de- 
fiance written across her forehead: to women, 
hiding b ehind their timidity or their class, to 
men, who insisted on deference and obedience. 



Durriya Shafiq 


and also the state itself 
Durriya motioned to me to sit down. I sat on 
a sofa facing into fee long room and she on a 
straight-backed chair durctly facing me. We 
plunged into conversation. Durriya recounted 
her relationship wife Huda Sha’rawi in a tone 
that underlined fee affection she proclaimed. 
She told how she had lost her mother when she 
was an eleven-year-old schoolgirl. Durriya 
had begun her education at an Italian nuns’ 
school in Mansura, but before loog had been 
rent to a school run by -French sisters in Tanta, 
where her maternal grandmother lived. She 
completed her secondary school^ education at 
St Vincent de Paul in Alexandria at sixteen, 
placing second in the state examination. Her 
heart had been set on going to university in 
France but there was no money. Her father, an 
engineer, was a widower with five other chil- 
dren to support So, Durriya told me, she 
wrote to Huda Sha’rawi for help. The EFU 
president had recently feted the first women to 
graduate from Fu’ad I University, later Cairo 
University. Sha'rawi provided financial help 
as well as assistance through tire bureaucratic 
maze, enabling Durriya to set off for the Sot- 
bonne in 1928. Dumya Shafiq used to call on 
Huda Sha’rawi when the latter made her an- 
nual trips to France, keeping hex feminist pa- 
tron abreast of her progress. Sha’rawi encour- 
aged Dumya to write articles . for 
L ' Egypt ienne. Durriya wrote a piece titled 

“Can a Woman be a Philosopher?" (December 
1930) and another called “Dreams of a Woman 


of Today** (Angust 1932). 

Durriya Shafiq spoke of the last time she had 
seen Huda Sha’rawi before her dea th . The fi- 
nal meeting was firmly etched in her memory. 
Huda Sha'rawi was coming out of Lappas on 
Qasr Al-Nfl Street as Durriya entered fee tea 
shop. Huda asked her why she didn’t visit her. 
Durriya said that Huda told hen “You must 
take the load from my shoulders.” A month 
later Tflnda Sha’rawi was gone. Reflecting on 
the feminis t pioneer’s death, Durriya said feat 
every life had its own mission. 

Durriya’s mission, as she saw it, was to help 
gain political rights for women. It was after 
the death of Huda Sha’rawi that Durriya 
founded tire Daughter of tire Nile Union. Ear- 
lier she had begun a journal of the same name. 
On fee cover of Bint AI-Nil magazine the first 
year was a drawing of a woman wife red lip- 
stick and a fashionable hair style; the Nile and 
feluccas were in the background. Durriya Sha- 
fiq also founded the political Bint AI-Nil mag- 
azine, for women and men alike, and K at k u t 
(Tittle Chick”) fix children. While paying 
tribute to feminist pioneer Huda Sha’rawi, 
Daniya insisted that she was not Sha’rawi’s 
successor. Six years later Durriya would tell 
me precisely fee opposite, contending that she 
saw herself “as continuing Huda Sha’rawi’s 
work”. 

Durriya recounted the women’s march on 
Parliament and the sit-in she led in 1951. She 
told me that about a thousand women had 
come to tire American University in Cairo for 


a four o’clock meting in Ewart 
Hull They were then informed 
t fraf the real purpose for c oming 
together was to march on tire par- 
liament. Proceeding in them: cars, 
they entered fee parliament 
grounds waving banners and 
chanting slogans. They staged a 
three hour sit-in. Parliamentary 
leaders came out to talk with Dxxr- 
riya Shafiq. They promised that 
women would be granted their po- 
litical rights. The women’s de- 
mand was forwarded to the king 
fee following day. He said that he 
would not give the women any- 
thing, Durriya recalled. She re- 
marked that she bad earlier been 
placed on a royal blacklist, pro- 
hibiting her access to the palace. 
Durriya Shafiq spent much of her 
life being either locked in or 
locked oul 

In 1956, fee government under 
Nasser granted women their full 
political ri ghts. This came thirty- 
two years after women bad made 
their first demands for the vote un- 
der tire joint leadership of the 
Egyptian F eminis t Union and the 
Wafifist Women’s Central Com- 
mittee. The following year feat 
same government stopped Dumya 
Shafiq’s movement (as it stopped 
all other independent movements) 
and put her under house arrest 
But Dumya went a step further 
than other Egyptians — men and 
women alike — when she began a 
hunger strike protesting tire lack of 
democracy in Egypt and de- 
nouncing the Nasserist dictat- 
orship. Durriya, Egypt’s quin- 
tessential suffragist militant, who 
had wanted above all to secure the 
vote for women, had succeeded in 
her miss ion. When we met in 
1968, there were eight women sit- 
ting in parliament Durriya Shafiq 
paid tire price for others: she her- 
self had lost her public voice, and 
indeed her public presence. 

Beyond fee long glass doors 
opening onto the balcony I could 
see that night had fallen, blotting 
out fee crisp winter sky. When I 
stood to leave, Durriya led me to 
the other end of tire room and 
down a long narrow hall into a 
corner room. It was a serious 
place wife a large wooden desk 
and shelf upon shelf of books. 
From a series of bound leather vol- 
umes fee retrieved one and handed 
it to me. It was one year in die 
life of fee Bint Al-NiL I was hold- 
ing a treasure. I dreamed of losing 
myself in her office, roaming 
among her carefully kept records. 

I left Durriya in her elegant salon and her se- 
rious study wife a tinge of melancholy* Did I 
really see a deep sadness in the eyes under the 
defiantly pencilled eyebrows of this woman 
who had taken to the streets and had led a par- 
liamentary sit-in — a woman who, at the or- 
ders of a powerful head of state unable to take 
criticism, had been condemned to a domestic 
cage? The contrast of my freedom and Dur- 
riya' s imprisonment was doubly painful: what 
tad happened, and why, it..? 

It would be six years before I would see Dur- 
riya Shafiq a grin- By 1974 she tad been re- 
leased. Her liberty had come wife tire death of 
Nasser. Although she was free now, fee did 
not seem free. If anything, she seemed more 
distant, somehow removed. The years of 
house arrest — and all that this implied — 
seemed to have taken their tolL By tire time 
the cage tad opened, fee bird could not fly out 
A year later when I stopped in Cairo en route 
from Mogadiscio to Oxford, I read tire sad 
headlines in Al-Ahram on 21 September, 1975: 
“Tragic death of Dr Dumya Shafiq.” She tad 
fallen from the balcony of her sixth-floor 
apartment into the courtyard below. There 
was shock and, of course, specul atio n. The 
paper recited tire accomplishments of Durriya 
Shafiq, “a feminis t leader of the forties and fif- 
ties” As I read the litany I could hear Durriya 
Shafiq’s voice, loud and clear, raised in tri- 
umph. She had accomplished her goal: thanks 
in part to her efforts, Egyptian women now 
had fee right to vote. 


Global cooling 


The Clean Air Act has fee US firmly in its gri p. Landi ng 
at JFK. Airport, tire firet thing you hear is a nrectamcal 
twang informing passengers that they are not auovred to 
smoke in the airport, under any circumstance. Should they 
be possessed by an irresistible desire to sn eak a pun, they 
had better not try to do it in tire rest rooms, whe re a sm oke 
detector awaits them, tire latest model of Big Brother to 
pry into their private affairs. Well, in Rome. „ Packs of 
cigarettes and lighters disappear. The nicotine addicts grit 
their teeth and restrain their desire to growl at tire security 
guards. Inveterate smokers promise themselves a puff at 
fee first opportunity, and passengers proceed on fear jour- 
ney, only to discover soon enough that the act applies on 
every public premise across tire country. & 

I happen to be a smoker, and have long borne the btuuf 
of unpleasant remarks from colleagues and relatives, smug" 
in die knowledge of my imrmmity. In the US, oh the other* 

I felt like a common criminal craving a fix, my eyes' 
furtively d nrt fog from comer to corner in tire hope that £ 
would find an out-of-the-way nook in which to indulge mj£ 
embarrassing habit Smokers, not unlike junkies, have oa 
other alternative but to seek tire shelter o f a ca r park dr v 
d eser ted stree t comer. F amili es wife children have made;! 
their homes smoke-free, while the few restaurants which, 
allow the dirty habit to be practiced at all between their 
walls invariably b anish the culprits to tire two tables winche 
command the best view of tire toilets, tho se, at which nq. 
respectable patron would accept to be seen sitting. In sub^ 
tie or not so subtle ways, smokers are relentlessly rev 
minded that they not only endanger their own health but 
are constantly sinning against humanity. 

John Grisham, the widely-read writer of best-selling' 
thrillers, has quickly churned out a gripping page- turner, 
about tobacco companies and how they have un-; 
scrupulously set out to create young nicotine addicts? 
Nothing short of completely ruining the tobacco comp anies 
by forcing them to pay punitive damages to sufferers 'frorct 
tobacco-related diseases will satisfy his protagonists. 

By now all smokos residing in the US must be going 1 
around with a heavy conscience; it is not unusual to spot a! 
lone smoker b ehin d a car looking apologetic fix every puff -, 
he/she draws. And they have good reason to feel guilty. 
Think about it should they contract a tobacco-related ill- ■ 
ness, not only will it cost the nation (of non-smokers) to * 
kEep them in hospital or provide them with expensive med- 
ication, but they will endanger the lives of countless people .' 
around dunw who are forced to become passive sm okers ’ 
and the refo re be liable to cost the nation. Nor does fee * 
debit list stop there: evil smokers will contribute to global; 
wanning, tire pollution of the atmosphere and the enhance- 
ment of tire greenhouse effect 

After years of cigarette advertisements showing smokers 
as cool, composed and going places, it has suddenly be- 
come as uncool to blow smoke m one’s partner’s face as it 
would be to blow soap bubbles at one’s prospective boss. 
No matter. The Americans and their incxnnbait president 
feel that they have scored a great victory, and maybe they 
have. What is uncanny, though, is that suddenly, alcohol 
advertising seems to have replaced cigarettes an fee sma ll 
screen. One particular brand of beer claims that its drink- 
ers contribute to global cooling, no less. Now, I am trying 
to get this right should youngsters start consum in g huge 
amounts of cool beer to reverse tire effects of global want- 
ing brought about by their parents' smoking? Has d rinking 
replaced smoking as tire new cool activity? Liquor is now 
being marketed in Britain — and soon the US - — in forms 
attractive to youngsters: some “tropical fruit ■ cocktail* 
drinks contain up to seven per cent alcohol, higher than fee 
percentage in brer. One company is marketing an alcohol- * 
ic beverage under a brand name and in packaging s imil a r _ 
to that of a fam ous soft drink. 

Should youngstere now reach for a can of beer rather ' 
than feat cancer stick to be politically co r rect? Shift fear 
allegiances from the lone cowboy to tire intrepid mountain ‘ 
climber featured in one particular advertisement? HoW ' 
will that help tire US? Tt takes a village” [to bring up a * 
child], Hillary Clinton (paraphrasing tire tide of her book);; 
told an enraptured audience, when delivering her femoral 
speech to the Democratic Cimvention. Is tire village pub ' 
included in this labour of love? 

We can only admire the US president and the Congress ; 
for wanting to protect the life and health of American cit- \ 
izens. What seems strange is that, to do so, they have toutf 
ed cigarettes as tire number-one killer, trying to detract at- ' 
tendon from tire very real problems of drug abused 
alcoholism, and the free use of weapons. 

Let us be serious. Who knows cigarette smokers who are;; 
so under tire influence feat they beat their wives, go cm jety 
rides and kill innocent pedestrians? Who has heard of a’ 1 
smoker who develops delirium tremens or pulls a gun on" 
people he does not know? How much do rehab centres 
cost fee nation? How much do jails? But then again, who" 
says that we understand the complex: politics of power - 
struggles? 

Fayza Hassan: 


* SO 8 * 


f- 

^ 2re 

fer- 

%*** , 


TZe&tawtfutt *tevte& 


Beef olives 

Ingredients: 

1 kg thin beefsteaks - 
3 tbsp. onion juice 

2 tbsp. lemon juice 

1/4 kg pitted green pickled 
olives 

1/4 kg cooked minced meat 
1 bunch paraky(findy chopped) 
Butter 

Sah+pepperrallspice+nutmeg 

Method: 

Season tire beef steaks with the 
onion juice, the lemon juice, 
and some of tire spices and 
leave to marinate overnight or 
at least for two hours. Mix the 
minced meat wife the olives 
and parsley, then start filling 
the beef steaks wife this mix- 
ture, and roll tire steak over 
with the stuffing in the middle. 
Close the ends with a tooth- 
pick- Finish all the beef steaks 
and set aside. In a cooking pan, 
melt some butter and gently fry 
tire olive-stuffed beef slices un- 
til golden, then add boiling wa- 
ter and fee remaining spices. 
Cover the pan and bring to 
boil. Place in an oven dish, 
cover it and leave to cook in 
the oven, checking every now 
ami if it needs any water. 
The oven should be set and 
preheated at medium heat Re- 
move from fee oven and allow 
to cooL Then remove the tooth- 
picks from each roll and place 
them on a serving plate. Serve 
with either rice or macaroni 
and a rich green salad. — 

Moushhna Abdel-Malek 


Fast and fresh 

Nigel Ryan on a more traditional quick fix 


One of my predecessors in this space, Lesley 
Stones, was a great fen of Chabrawi’s. It 
helped, of course, that she lived around tire 
comer, which I do not But remembering her 

heartfelt recommendations 1 made the journey 
to Heliopolis at what I suppose must have 
been the worst possible time. Stuck in traffic 
for hours, crawling at a snail's pace, hungry 
when I set out, I was quite ravenous on ar- 
rival 

Chabrawi’s is a cheery place, cherry red 
windows, a long granite counter, a flight of 
steps up to the first floor dining room, tables 
arranged in the window on the ground floor. It 
is invariably busy, but the staff are polite and 
efficient, customers arrive and eat and then 
depart, so it is always possible to get a table. 

Despite the restrained nod in the direction of 
post-modernism — the sleek red laminated 
window frames set in a mock-lslamic, arcaded 
facade — fee menu is traditional. This is, af- 
ter all, a find and ttxmiya shop, which has ex- 
panded its r epertoire, and its interior, to catch 
customers wire are not necessarily in a rush or 
overly desirous to stand wife a sandwich m a 
crowd. 

There is no sawdust on the floor here — in- 
stead neat tiles, near polished tables and 
wro ugh t izrm chairs. There is an extensive sal- 
ad bar, among which is included excellent ta- 
boula , and delicious bessara. Everything is 
fresh, which 1 am afraid is not par for the 
course at other establishments, where salad in- 
gredients more often than not look as if they 
hav e been boiled for hours and only then left 
in tire midday sun, for an hour or two, to unit. 

Chabrawi’s is, incidentally, almost ex- 


clusively vegetarian. The only bit of animal to 
appear on the menu is that traditional standby, 
basturma. I duly ordered an omelette wife fee 
same. My companion asked for eggs shak- 
shouka, and we both ordered salads. 

There is a tendency to be a snobbish about 
beetroot, something that I have never quite 
understood. Beetroot, as long as they have not 
been allowed to grow too big, and are not 
pickled in cheap vinegar, are much under- 
rated. And the beetroot at Ctabrawi’s is fine. 
The potato salad was passable, if a little com- 
mercial, there were delicious pickled onions 
and a pleasant concoction of cheese, tomatoes, 
cucumber and green peppers. Such is fee se- 
lection feat it is impossible to taste every- 
thing. The only disappointment in my selec- 
tion was a peculiar cabbage salad that was 
partially fermented and could not quite make 
up its mind whether it was coleslaw or sauer- 
kraut 

Omelettes, of course, cannot be left ha n ging 
around. They must be served immediately 
they are cooked, which is precisely what hap- 
pened. The shakskouka, I was told, was fine. 

We tad orange juice, freshly squeezed, and 
mineral water, and the bill, at the end of 
lunch, came to less than LE20, which to my 
mind represents excellent value. So if you do 
happen to be in Heliopolis, and in need of a 
quick lunch but cannot face traditional fast 
food, tty the real thing. It is fast, wholesome, 
spotlessly clean, and what is more, it is real 
food. 

Chabram's. Damascus Street, Korba, He- 
.liapolls 
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ACROSS 

I. Fardel (4) 

6. In the time o£ abb. (4) 

10. Abject fear (5) 

II. Parson-bird (3) 

13. Nurtures, posteriors (5) 

15. Rims at steady pace (5) 

16. Fall apart, moulder (3) 

17. Genus of bitter herbs, pL 
(5) 

18. Forelimb(3) 

19. Hindmost prat, hyph. 
wds. (7) 

22. Hen-bird of ruff (3) 

23. Full bloom of youth, pL 
(7) 

25. Regular course of pro 
cedure (7) 

27. Similar (2) 

28. Human being (3) 

30. Symbol for “cobalt” (2) 

31. Plastic fiber (5) 

34. Hanker (5) 

37. Coterie; band of brigands 
(4) 

3 8. Mr. Pacino (2) 




I Last week’s solution 


39. One bro parent (2) 

40. European river (4) 

41. Type of communication 

(5) 

44. Joint fund (5) 

45. Symbol for “einsteinium” 

( 2 ) 

47. Moke (3) 

49. Musical note (2) 

50. Fastened wings of poultry 
before cooking (7) 

54. Responsibilities (7) 

59. Soften flax by exposing to 
moisture (3) 

60. Sentiment, feeling (7) 

62. Fust lady (3) 

63. What Reda Pahlevi was 
(5) 

65. Ump(3) 

66. Islands of Asia Minor 
formerly colonised by 
Greece (5) 

68. Pertaining to apples (5) 

69. Biblical high priest (3) 

70. At the age of consent (5) 

71. Comb, form for “for” (4) 

72. Prom o n to ry (4) 

DOWN 

1. Dancer’s horizontal bold 
to keep balance (5) 

2. Lack of usual social stan 
dards in group (5) 

3. nhimmaTftd (3) 

4. Rapture (7) 

5. Tam (4) 

6. Calumniate (7) 

7. Type of fish (3) 

8. New Zealand aborigine (5) 



9. Exult in; groom (3) 

10. Ancient Egyptian divinity, 
creator of gods and men 
(4) 

11. Refracting glass (5) 

12. Endless (5) 

14. Weather abb. (4) 

20. Affirmative response (2) 

21. Negation (2) 

24. Sags; hangs down (7) 

26. Kitchen apparatus (7) 

29. Public notice (2) 

31. Cistern (3) 

32- Chemical suffix (3) 

33. Loose (3) 

34. Tamed ox of Tibet (3) 

35. Workman who refuses to 
join strike (3) 

36. Negative response (3) 


Basis (7) 

We (2) 

What Reda Pahlevi was 
(7) 

Cany the torch for (5) „ , 
Some films (5) 

Vehicle for carrying pas 
sengos (4) 

Presided race more (5) 
Useful (5) 

Printing measure (5) 
Exclamation of surprise ,, . 

Sort<5) 

Degradations; sins (5) 
Chair (4) 

Narrate (4) 

Pain(3) 

Epic (3) 
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The Middle 
EastancTAf- ' 
rica*s first and: 
only under- 
ground metro 
system now - 
features a 
newly- . 
inaugurated 
line two. 
Meanwhile, 
Cairenes are • 
rooking for- 
ward to the 
completion of 
a third line 


PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak inaugurated on Tuesday anftOy * 
phase of what be described as Egypt’s “ giant project and the fastest 
and cleanest means of public transport", reports Nevine KbafiL Mu- 
barak spoke at the Ramsis underground station before embarking on 
a nde to Rod El-Farag station in the north, marking die opening of 
the first section of the second line of Cairo’s underground network. 

“Hits project carries special importance for Egyptian commuters 
because Tt increases their freedom of movement," Mubarak told re- 
porters. Detailing the mcrits of frw metro network, be said it would 
ease traffic congestion in the capital with apop-ulationof 12 million 
people. “Evnoy- Egyptian is proud of this project," Mubarak said. 


adding that it paves the -way for Egypt to enter the next century “when 
Cairo will be able handle dense traffic and make commuters' lives 
easier." . 

The first 8-k3ometre section, connecting Shubra El-Kheima in the 
north and Ramsis Square downtown, is expected to carry 850,000 
commuters a day, and will use' computerised safety measures, es- 
calators and lifts for die disabled. 

The inauguration was attended by a number of dignitaries including 
Prime Minister Kama! El-Ganzomi, Minister of Transport So liman 
Metwalii, Minister of Information Safwat El-Sberif politicians and 
journalists. 


Before unveiling the inauguration plaque, Mubarak listened to a 
briefing by Metwalii who cited obstacles winch were overcome 
while building Cairo's underground system: namely bow to deal 
with above-ground traffic during construction, di gging into Cairo's 
weak soil, financing the ambitious project, and finally how Egyp- 
tians will man operations once foreign experts leave. 

El-Husseini Abdel-Salam, bead of die National Authority for Tun- 
nels (NAT), told his audience that safety measures were given top 
priority during planning and construction. At the end of the cer- 
emony Mubarak was presented with the NAT Shield and took his po- 
sition in the driver's cabin for a 45-minute ride to Rod El-Farag sta- 


tion. During the trip he listened to a detailed description from tbe 
driver ofbow to operate the train. 

Tbe first line, between El-Marg in the north and Helwan in the 
south, serves more than a million passengers a day, most of 
whom spent Tuesday morning in spectacular traffic jams while 
die president inaugurated the new line. For security reasons, sec- 
tions of the underground were sealed off for six hours, tinning 
tens of thousands of passengers to above-ground transport. Tbe 
influx caused havoc on tbe streets, and as some marched to 
work on foot, bumper to bumper traffic ensured that no one was 
going to make it to work on time. 
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Moving 12 miliionpeopie through 
Cairo is now twice as easy.Dina 
Ezzat rides the new" metro line : 


Ramses is perhaps Cairo's busiest square. Home to the . 
natron's main train station, mini-bus, bus, and service, 
taxi terminals, die square is also smack in die middle 
of die capital’s most populated neighbourhoods. . . 

During peak hoars* at any grven moment, a zmm- 
rqum of 2,000 people- pass dirough.RamKS Square. 
On a typical afternoon die square. is bustling with cars 
zigzagging their way through dense traffic jams, civil 
servants fighting to squeeze themselves onto packed 
buses to get borne and pedestrians who cheat rate eve- 
rytimetbeyCTosstfaestree ts^ 

Underground, it is a different scene; at Ramises 
Square's Mubarak metro station, .traffic runs smoothr 
ly. Women and men queue up for foeir tickets, stop at 
tbe underground newspaper stall to buy foe evening 
paper to read on the train, and on tbe platform, people 
awaiting the train watch television: 

'Today, this picture has an added element as pas- 
sengers make use of new escalators moving between 
die platforms of line one and thenewly inaugurated 
lipe two. The two lines are built oh. top cif each other 
and Mubarak station is tiro connection station. 

^The trades of the first phaseoflinetwo extend eight 
kilometres from Shubra El-Kheima, a northern Cairo 
suburb to Ramses Square, On foe way from Shubra, 
the metro trams stop at seven stations before arriving 
at. the Mubarak stahon^Eacb stop has its own ddcor 
consistent with the nature of its neighbourhood. - 
For example tbe walls of foe St Theresa station are 
decorated with abstract designs on ceramic symbol- 
ising tbe sentiments of national unity between Mus- 
lins and Copts. The interior designs of the Rod El- 
Farag station 1 reflect foe area's feme as an old veg- 
etable market 

:“The trains will be carrying about 600,tKX) pas- 
sengers a day. It takes more than 400 buses to do the 
<aMTH» job," said H-Hnssemi Abdel-Salam. chairman 
foe National Authority for Tunnels. - . 

I Since it takes foe metro less than 15 minutes to 
move from Shubra El-Kheima to Ramses Square, pas- 
sengers will now save time.as it could take'abus up to' 
one boor to complete foe same jjputney. 

The first phase of fine two encompasses four differ- 
ent' types of cans&vctipte-Spme 11.9 kflometres are 
constructed at ground level; 1-5 kilometres are bmlton 
ai viaduct; and 1.4 kfiometres aft a tunnel constructed 
by cut-and-coyer methods. The rest is built as a bored 
nrnntd nsm g shield driven mrmelKng methods. 

' The underground, stations, one of which is built no- 
der the water of EHsmaffia canal^near Rod-El -Farag 
gfe tion J are either two or force level stations. Tbe top ' 
tyrvel will be tkxficated to foe ticket windows, foe sec- 
ond to ope ra tion equipment, and the. bottom one to 
platforms. * ... 

- All are eqaqjped with escalators. “When we built 
the first line we <£d not. dig deep. -Hie platforms are . 
hufit at 6 metres under-ground; which is foe equivalent 
of two floors, so we did not need esc alator s ; the stairs 
were enough,” said Abdel-Saiam. But with line two, 
foe digging went down about 17 metres underground, 
"hence foe need far escalators-" 

Elevators are also bb available in sente stations, 
mainly to cate to the needs of foe disabled. Most of 
fh» elevators are located in foe force-floor stops. “We * 
fopntftt that this is where foe disabled would .find it 
difficult to depend <m ' foe escalatocs,'*. smd Abdel- 
Salam. ■ 

; At the beginning, of July, foe National Authority for 
Tunnels started a ftree-monfo-tong dry nmof&enew 
line. The testing covered foe new tracks and; trains, 
driver skUls, and thercadmess of maintenance and 
oontrol staff to foal wifo hypothetical emergency sit- 
uations. The testing ended on 30 September, and an 
was given foe OK signal . . _ 

■ “It will be great when die metro starts working, 
Mohamed Abdallah, a resident of Shubra. Sprafc- 
mg tear the construction, site of&e Shubra H-Kheuna 


Commuters can now enjoy tbe firuhs of years of construction (top left). The women's carriage 
(bottom left) and a diagram of plans for the complete underground metro (right) 



station weeks before President Mubarak magurated tbe ' 
new line, Abdallah said be could not wait for foe day 

when he can depend on the “clean and civilised" metro 
to take him close to his work hi Heliopolis instead of 
the crowded and chaotic buses. 

Since the first line was open to the public in the late 
1980s, foe underground metro has established itself as 
- a favourite means of transportation feu many people 
from different walks of Hfe. 

The main attraction, according to many dedicated 
underground riders, is foe trains' punctuality. At tbe 33 
stations of line one, which attends over 40 kilometres 
to connect El-Marg, north of Cairo, wifo Helwan, at 
foe southern fringe of the capital there is a train that 
stops every five minutes or so, 'ffbe train used to be 
even mare punctual,” said Doreya, a civil servant who 
rides foe train twice every working day from ha- house 
near Ghamra stop to bier workplace which is not very 
for from foe Sadat station at Tahrir. “But still, it is 
much better than tbe buses for which you may wait for 
up to an hour,” she added. 

Since foe trains run mote frequently, they are oat as 
crowded as foe buses. Air conditioning makes the 
trips underground a luxurious experience in the long 
summer months, compared to tbe sweaty bustle and 
bustle of a bus ride. . 

Once foe train amves, passengers can easily estimate 
bow long it takes to get to ft«r destinations. 

According to Mayssa, a Cairo university student, on 
exam days she can only trust foe metro to help her get 
to University on time. 


For others foe underground is a good way of econ- 
omising It is much more economical than taking taxis. 
Even for those who have ears it is still a good bargain. 

“I drive my car from my home in Heliopolis for 
about 15 minutes to foe Saray El-Qoba station, park it 
there, then get on the metro to my office in Maadi," 
explained Mona, a secretary at a private food pro- 
cessing company. “Not only does it take less time but 
also it saves money in terms of gas and car repair," site 
said. The one way ticket from Ghamra to Maadi costs 
50 piastres; by taxi the trip could cost several pounds. 
“Tbe underground also spares me die hassle of driving 
such a long trip from Heliopolis to Maadi" Mona add- 
ed. 

Every day, line (me makes some 360 trips that help 
over a million passengers move around foe capital and 
its suburbs. 

The route of this line represents approximately 30 
percent of the total volume of foe public transport de- 
mand in Cairo. Its construction started in 1981, and 
with Egyptian-French cooperation, its first phase con- 
necting Helwan with foe centre of Cairo was in' 
auguraied In 1987. The second phase to El-Marg was 
completed in 1989. 

For a long time the underground metro was praised 
as a smooth-running operation. However, over the last 
year, a number of accidents brought the National Au- 
thority for Tunnels under fire. Complaints included 
breaking speed limits and poor maintenance of trains, 
tracks and ticket machines, 

“Accidents are bound to happen, and statistically tire 


Cairo metro network has a much lower rate of ac- 
cidents, especially serious ones, than its counterparts 
in big Western cities," said Chairman Abdel-Salam. 
He added, “Also, most of tbe accidents that have oc- 
curred are not so serious.” 

Abdel-Salam’ s definition of a nol-so-serious ac- 
cident involves foe train gates closing on an arm or a 
leg of a passenger who was trying to get on or off a 
train that was about to leave foe station. This, he said, 
is due to the feet that passengers ignore tbe warning 
signal that foe door is about to close. And. according 
Id foe chahmim of die National Authority for Tunnels, 
these accidents are not so frequent 

When all is said and done, Cairo’s underground me- 
tro, many agree, is foe answer to foe transportation 
problems of many people. 

By this time next year, the second part of the first 
phase of line two should be open. This section will run 
from Ramses Square across foe Abdin neighbourhood 
down to Tahrir Square where it connects with line one 
at foe Sadat station. Before foe year 2000, line two 
will be extended to tbe Giza suburb, where Cairo Uni- 
versity is located. The university has more than 
150,000 students. 

Next century, die National Authority for Tunnels 
will start wo rking on line three that will connect Ini- 
baba in the west wifo Salah Salem in foe east, linking 
tbe suburbs of Heliopolis and Nasr City wifo down- 
town and the Al-Azbar area. 

Cairo’s underground metro is foe first such network 
in Africa and foe Arab world. 


A carriage 
apart 

A ride on the women’s car- 
riage of the underground 
metro is never boring 


The metro is pulling into Sadat station. 
Meanwhile, scores of women are rushing 
out of the ticket gates and running to foe- 
far end of foe platform. They are hoping 
to catch foe first two carriages that follow 
foe driver’s compartment — foe women's 
carriages. 

Passengers range from women dressed 
in head- to- toe black veils, blue jeans or_ 
sleeveless T-shirts. They are carryings 
their shopping bags, bolding on tightly to 
foe little hands of their children and, as 
the train rolls into the station, ma- 
noeuvering for a place before tbe doors of. 
the women's carnages. 

When the National Authority for Tun- 
nels decided to allocate a special carriage 
for women on the underground metro,' 
there was a big -hue and cry. Some praised 
foe idea as a sign of respect for women. 
Others criticised it as a gesture of back- 
wardness. Moderates thought that in foe 
absence of adequate enforcement of anti- 
harassment laws it was a practical idea. 

. Sara is 23 years old. For foe last two 
years, she has been riding foe metro to 
work every day. “I did not like to ride foe 
women's carriages in the be ginning I 
thought it was more practical to be on tbe 
middle carriage, which is practically lo- 
cated opposite the ticket gates,” she said. r 

But it did not take Sara long to alter tins 
pattern. After about three months, she 
turned into a dedicated rider of the wom- 
en's carriages. Tbe reasons, or rather mo- 
tives, are all related to men’s attitudes. “If 
the carriage I am riding is too crowded, 
then men make comments suggesting that 
women should not be on that mixed car- 
riage." And, “if some man brushes him- 
self against a woman and she complains 
she is always told to confine herself to foe 
ladies’ carriage,” Sara explained. 

But harassment aside, toe women's car- 
riage is never dulL 

Unlike the other carriages, foe women's 
is never silent There is always a lively 
debate going on; a woman who is dis- 
cussing foe alternatives of day care ser- 
vices, another who is passing on a tip 
about a wholesale store, or a third who is 
helping a complete stranger wifo her tod- 
dler to allow the woman a fcw minutes to 
nurse a new-born. 

Even in the holy month of Ramadan 
when the other carriages are frill of fast- 
ing passengers who fall asleep on their 
way home, foe women’s carriage is still 
lively. Women exchange ideas on new,, 
nourishing and inexpensive recipes for 
foe ijbar meal breaking the day long last, 
or discuss foe best and least costly 
schemes to meet the many demands of the 
feast 

As Sara puts it “It is always interesting 
Even when they discuss their fights with 
their husbands it is still interesting to hear 
how they deal with their problems, it 
gives me ideas for foe future." 
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Pilgrim 
to an 



'Abu Mina', as the focal bedouins 
call it, was one of the great sites of 
Christian antiquity. Jill Kamil de- 
scribes her visit to the new mon- 
astery and the ancient settlement 


readied the Monastery of Saint Mina from 


BorgEl-Arab on the northern coast, west of Alex- 
andria. Even from a distance the edifice rose in 
splendour above the flat] and, eight cupolas piercing 
the blue Mediterranean sky. We had come to one of 
the great destinations of pilgrimage early in the 
Christian era and a site which has been, since 1979, 
on the World Heritage List as one among the five 
most historically important sites in Egypt 

Our plan was to tour the new monastery, which 
lies behind high enclosure walls, and that take a 
look at the original settlement some 500 metres to 
die south. 

The monastery is, in a word, impressive. One of 
the great projects of the late Pope Kiryllis from the 
time of his consecration as patriarch in 1959 was to 
nehuikl the Monastery of St Mina on its ancient site 
in the desert of Maiyut The result is splendid. Four 
new churches are being constructed within the 15- 
feddan area granted to the Coptic patriarchate, and 
huge structures for the ia/ty flank the entrance. 

An imposing cathedral dominates the enclosure. 
Shaped like a cross, its four points represent foe 
apostles and foe (tome of heaven. Despite its un- 
finished state, construction actually started in 1970, 
a service was in progress during our visit A white- 
robed priest stood with his back to die congrega- 
tion, harmonious sounds .Tilled the air, children in 
their Friday-best moved along the aisles, and swal- 
lows flitted, twittering, around foe columns. The 
finest materials were used fbr the construction of 
tins church built in honour of Saint Mina: marble 
from Italy, black granite from Aswan. 

I noticed foe deeply carved capitals of foe col- 
umns with vine and acanthus leaf motifs, as well as 


Hie ancient settlement lies 500m from foe Monastery of Abu Mina, traditionally a place of healing 


bundles of grapes and crosses reminiscent of Cop- 
tic themes. Others featured foe bosket-weave tech- 
nique typical of Byzantium. Stained-glass windows, 
set in white plaster, cast coloured light on the mar- 
ble floor. The walls are decorated with a plethora of 
crosses in filigree, mosaic, and colour combinations 
that defy description. We could not help but wonder 
what Saint Mina would have thought of all this op- 
ulence. 

According to widespread tradition, the saint was 
bom of wealthy parents in Phrygia in Asia Minor. 
He declared himself a Christian at foe time of the 
terrible persecutions of Emperor Diocletian and re- 
fused to take part in foe required imperial sacrifices. 
He was beheaded for his beliefs and his body was 
rescued by his troops to be transported to Egypt 
His burial in foe desert of Maryut in foe middle of 
the fifth century gave rise to foe belief that foe site 
was a place of healing. With time, it attracted more 
and more pilgrims, until foe small church built in 


memory of the saint became too small to ac- 
commodate the pi] g rime. Emperor Arcadius built a 
new one, foe Great Basilica, to which the relics of 
foe saint were transferred. 

Stories about Saint Mina and foe holy site abound. 
One of the most widely circulated tales relates bow 
foe camels that carried the saint’s coffin to Egypt re- 
fused to move beyond a certain point, foe spot 
where it was derided to bury him. Another stray 
tells bow a lame boy who saw a shining light over 
foe tomb, walked across it and was cured. 

There are other miracles attributed to the ther- 
apeutic effect of foe water of a well ne3r foe site. 
Constantine the Great’s only daughter, who suffered 
from leprosy, was healed there. And a poor shep- 
herd’s sick lamb, who rolled on foe ground near the 
tomb, was also miraculously healed. A great city 
grew around the sacred area and flourished for 700 
years before h fell victim to raids and, 

finally, pillage by people seeking stone with which 


to build their own houses. 

The ancient remains of tins great city was our 
□ext destination. It is a huge archaeological site 
found in 1905 by a German archaeologist who first 
identified h with Abu Mina. We walked through foe 
ruins of foe Great Basilica, as well as foe pilgrimage 
square surrounded by the hostelry where the monks 
took care of the sick, and tire labyrinthine ruins that 
were obviously cells, refectories and stone- 
chambers. The famous Baths of Saint Mina were 
off-limits, bounded by an iron rail, but we were able 
to look down into what was once the place of the 
healing waters. 

How many tiroes have I seen in foe Coptic Mu- 
seum of Cano, ampullae that bear the portrait of 
Saint Mina, the camel and a Greek inscription. But 
not until I stood at foe ancient site did they become 
meaningful. Looking at foe ruins of tire private 
homes of the faithful, their streets, shops and stor- 
age areas, 1 imagined foe entire urban area as it was 


photos: Mfcrtae/Sfodt 1 - 

in its heyday, with foe pious Socking towards th& : ; 
place of healing. 1 pictured people praying at foe.? 
tomb of foe saint and accepting ampullae of holy 
water from the monks. 3 -_ 

Looking across the expansive archaeological site.,- 
towards foe new monastery, I marvelled at the re-^ 
markable continuity of culture in Egypt Places that,’ 
have once held an aura of sanctity might be de- , 
stroyedby man or natural forces. They might be pil- 
laged, flooded, obscured by sand and s3t, but onat- 
the modem archaeologist wields his pickaxe and foe--, 
site is rediscovered, it rekindles a light in the com?. - 
munal memory. Pilgrims flock back. . . J 

We visited the Monastery of Saint Mina on a Fri-:i 
day. By the time we walked back to foe car park' • 
from our tour round the ancient site, it was only 
1 lam but already there were i 10 cars, 20 minibuses.’ 
and 25 coaches crammed with foe faithful. AH ap» i 
prated to be Egyptians, most were families wilt, 
several children, and all were in a festive mood.ii 






Friendly exchange 


Egypt in the eyes of young Tunisians and Tunisia in the eyes of young Egyp- 
tians was the theme of first-hand summer contacts. Sherine Nasr tunes in 


k 


Summer provides a golden opportunity for young 
people, Egyptians and Arabs, to tour Arab states 
and share knowledge. This year, a major cultural 
exchange took place between Egypt and T unisia 
when 150 young Tunisians, representing its 25 dif- 
ferent govemorates, made their way to Egypt in an 
attempt to grasp the essence of The Mother of the 
World,” as one of them described it The journey 
began soon after an Egyptian group of the same 
aze returned from Tunisia. 

Both groups were selected from among the best 
university students, particularly those who had 
played an active role in volunfa. x work. 

the Tunisian group’s journey began when three 
buses left Tunis, the country’s capital, travelling to 
Slant and Sousse (Sosa) on foe Mediter ra nean 
where they collected more students before con- 
tinuing to Egypt The journey took ns three days 
before we finally readied Marsa Matruh,” said 
Yathreb Belhadi, a 20-year-old student of French 
literature. “Tiring as it was, it was a good chance 
to determine how independent we could be,” Bel- 
hadi said. 

Their visit to Egypt, they thought, would be of a 
historical nature. “Yet, when we readied our des- 


tination, we discovered that foe people, the weath- 
er, even the local marton were as enjoyable as the 
grand historic sites,” Belhadi said. 

The programme for foe Tunisians was set up by 
tiie Egyptian Tourist Authority (ETA) and the Har- 
us Chib, which operates under the auspices of the 
Supreme Council of Youth and Sports. The Tu- 
nisian group visited all the main attractions in 
Alexandria, tmailw, Port Said and Cairo. 

When in Cairo, Fouad Al-Awni . realised his 
dreams of visiting foe Klmn EI-Khalili bazaar, Al- 
Hussein Mosque, and sitting at the famous El- 
Fishawy Cafe. “I wanted to feel Cairo as described 
in Naguib Mahfouz’s writings. Now, I understand 
wiry he is such a creative writer” Al-Awni said. 

Belhadi had an altogether different kind of ex- 
perience. An overwhelming sense of grandeur 
struck her as she stood before the Pyramids. "The 
old mranimerts look more attractive than in travel 
brochures. The Pyramids are truly awesome. The 
Sound and light show was fantastic!” she ex- 
claimed. ■ 

Local markets were foe most attractive aspect of 
Egypt for Sarnia Treaky. “While in Alexandria, 1 
visited the busy Khaled Ibn EL-Waleed Street in 


Miami. I also spent a day at Souk Zan’et El- 
Settat,” she added. Her purchases betrayed her spe- 
cial in terest in ancient Egypt “I bought a copper 
statue of the sphinx, silver rings decorated with 
hieroglyphic inscriptions and cotton T-shirts with 
foe Pyramids on them,” she said. Treaky saw a 
similari ty between tiie Egyptian and Tunisian mar- 
kets but admitted that “the Egyptian ones were 
more vivid and much more crowded.” 

Mohamed El-Tayeb was attracted to foe Egyptian 
people. “Other nations have their historical and 
cultural heritage but it is the people that make 
Egypt unique, especially for an Arab tourist like 
myself,” he raid. They are genuine, spontaneous 
and kind. Here I feel completely at home,” he add- 
ed. 

During their free hours, many of tiie Tunisians 
made their way independently to public theatres 
and cinemas to watch die latest performances. “I 
will make sure to watch Nasser 56 before 1 go 
home,” Belhadi said. 

Egyptian students expressed a similar enthusiasm 
toward Tunisia. Monastir, Gabes, Sura and Tunis 
were their primary destinations. “We visited the 
top historical attractions, including the Qairawan 


Mosque and spent a day on tiie Mediterranean in 
Hammamet, the Tunisian equivalent of Alex- 
andria,” said Ahmed El-Kashef, a Faculty of Com- 
merce graduate. 

Riham Ali was impressed by the greenery, the 
beauty of the e nvir o n ment and foe clear at- 
mosphere. “Tunisia has justly been named t-and of 
the Green,” she said. The buddings, too, stand in 
absolute harmony with nature. “They are Eo- 
ropean-style, three-storied white 
buddings,” Ali said. 

While in Susa and Gabes, the 
Egyptians discovered that on spec- 
ified days, each city turns into a local 
market “There were all types of 
commodities, including leather prod- 
ucts which were sold at very rea- 
sonable prices,” said AIL 

Among foe most memorable events 
of tbe trip, were a Tunisian wedding 
the Egyptian students attended, and 
an Egypti an nigh t, where a folklore 
troupe performed and Egyptian com- 
modities and food were offered. “It 
was a successful promotion for 
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Egypt,” said Afifi, one of the Egyptian students. 

Both groups were provided with accommodations ~ 
in youth hostels. ! - 

Young people interested in travelling with fo$;^ 
caravan, which is due to tour another Arab country ., 
next summer, should apply to the Supreme Council { 
for Youth and Sprats. An interview and three-day ’ 
will be required to deteomne those most_ 
to represent Egypt .- 
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Telephone numbers of 
EGYPT AIR offices in 
governo rates: 


AtaStaM Saks Office 

smms 

Ataadra Offices Su* 

4BB5MB0W 

Gfctac 

58(54*1-5865434 

Airport Office 


Asra Office 

smnm 

Airport Office: 

488387*480568 

Asirt Office: 

323151-322711-324M8-329407 

Ifasoora Office 

363*78-363733 

OqtataOSce 

443591# 

Airport Office 

442883443597 

ladhOffice 

328937-2m2im^936 

Law Office 

rnmim 

Airport Office 

mm 

Loot Office laraafc 

382361 

Marsa Matraoh Office 

134398 

itaaifs Oflfce (Shebia H fana)r 

233382-233523-233522 

New VaBejr Office 

K8MJ695 

Fort Said Office 

224129-222878-228921 

Port SaidOfficc Kansk: 

238833-239978 

Sfaam El Sbdkh Office 

6883(4488489 

Aiport Office: 

608468 

Taba Office 

668/538611536811 

Owed: 

5783628 

Tanta Office 

311758011781 

Zakaft Office 

30829-349838/1 

- . . . . 
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f i L_ i; | ■ Next week, the International Arab Travel Market (IATM) 

l-OUrcn W m © lUCKy Will open its doors. Rehab Saad previews the event 


The fourth round of tiie IATM 
will be held between 8- 11 Oc- 
tober at Cairo International 
Conference Centre. 

“The aim is to promote Arab 
tourism in general and Egyp- 
tian tourism industry in par- 
ticular. It is going to extend 
over an area of 6,000 sqm and 
will include 92 booths fea- 
turing a wide variety of prod- 
ucts, Egyptian, Arab and inter- 
national,” said Mohamed 
Hafez, the organiser of tire 
market Syria, Jordan, Tunisia, 
Morocco, Kuwait, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Qatar, Bahrain, Singapore, 
Greece, England, India, South 
Africa, Spain, Turkey, In- 
donesia and Zimbabwe are 
among tire most important par- 
ticipants. “When 500 or 600 
Arab and foreign exhibitors 
come to Cairo to attend, this in 
itself is substantial tourist in- 
come,” Hafez said. 

IATM will be attended by 78 
exhibitors representing 24 for- 
eign and Arab countries. The 
market is organised by Tourist 
Life Group under the sponsor- 
ship of toe Ministry or Tour- 


ism, the Egyptian Tourist Au- 


thority (ETAj, foe Egyptian 
turn of Tourist Ctaam- 


Federation 
bers as well as EgyptAir. 

According to Adel Abdel- 
Aziz, head of the ETA, tiie 
market will provide an op- 
portunity fbr cooperation be- 
tween the Arab countries to at- 
tract a larger share of 
international tourism to foe re- 
gion and also encourage joint 
investment projects. "The 
achievements of the Egyptian 
tourism industry, especially in 
touristic development, will be 
displayed cm. a 3,000 sqm 
area,” said Abdel- Aziz. 

Two s eminars will be held 
alongside the market One will 
deal with tourism between Eu- 
rope and tiie Middle East with 
Africa as a final destination. 
The second will be about tbe 
successful touristic expoience 
of various Asian countries and 
how Egypt and foe Arab coun- 
tries might benefit from it 
Speakers will be tourism ex- 
pats from Hong Kang, China, 
the Ivory Coast, South Africa, 
Syria, Thailand and Malaysia. 


‘This year, there will be 
workshops in addition to foe 
seminars where exhibitors and 
businessmen will have an op- 
portunity to meet in closed ses- 
sions,” Hafez said. 

EgyptAir, as tiie official car- 
rier of the market, is offering 
facilities to the participants. Fa- 
him Rayyan, board chairman 
of foe national airline, said, 
“We are giving free tickets to 
foe heads of delegations and 50 
per cent discount to all par- 
ticipants. This is in addition to 
our booth at foe market which 


will be equipped with comput- 
to confirm l 


ere to confirm bookings and 
provide posters and maps as 
well as information on the ac- 
tivities ofEgyptAir.” 

Nagwa Emad, public re- 
lations director of Sosesta Ho- 
tels, which did good business 
last year and finalised some 
contracts with exhibitors from 
South Africa, fell that tbe mar- 
ket should get more support 
from foe gov ernmen t, tourism 
officials and businessmen. 
“There should be joint coop- 
eration between organisers and 


big travel agencies in an effort 
to make the market the biggest 
in tbe Middle East,” she said. 

Setting a fixed date for the 
market is another suggestion 
she made. “There are set dates 
for other big markets in tiie 
world like foe ITB in Germany 
and the World Travel Market 
of London,” she said. She 
pointed out that tins year’s mar- 
ket in Cairo is going to co- 
incide with foe American So- 
ciety of Travel Agents (ASTA) 
congress which is foie to be 
held on 6 October in Bangkok 
and could have an adverse ef- 
fect on tiie attendance of tourist 
decision makers. 

Ashraf Tantawi, marketing 
manager of Menatours, said: 
“This is the fourth round for tiie 
IATM and it is premature to 
evaluate it However, it should 
be supported by travel agen- 
cies,” he said. 

Delegates to the market will 
find themselves well en- 
tertained. Several dinner parties 
will be held by the organisers 
of the market, tiie Ministry of 
Tourism and EgyptAir. 


Pre-dynastic tombs 


Samir Naoum describes a pre-dynastic burial ground recently discovered in the Delta 


A RESIDENTIAL area dating back to 
5000BC has been unearthed at Tel H- 
Dab’a, near what was once one of the 
Nile’s seven brandies. “Two hundred and 
fifty tombs have been found in tiie adjacent 
burial ground,” said Mohamed Abdel- 
Fattah, director of South Daqahliya an- 
tiquities. The site occupies an area of 10 
feridans, and archaeologists have been ex- 
cavating tiie area since 1989, unearthing 
tombs, some of which date back to tbe pre- 
dynastic period. 

“AH the skeletons were found in fetal po- 
sitions. Some were in oval-shaped boles in 
foe ground, while others were found m 
mud-brick tombs or mud containers,” said 
Abdel-Fattah. “The tombs vary in size from 
80cm to 2-5 metres. Seme of the brick 


tombs have two or three chambers, parts of 
which contain funerary hems,” be con- 
tinued. 

Salem Gabr, chief inspector of the area, 
said that the skeletons were covered with 
tinea, as were the insides of the tombs. 
"This procedure helped keep the skeletons 
intact,” he explained. 

In rec e nt years, sites in the Delta have 
added more to our knowledge of 
communities than was ever known before. 
Previously, most of our knowledge of early 
communities came from Upper Egypt. Tbe 
pottery, alabaster and adust vessels from 
Tel El-Dab’a are similar to those dis- 
covered earlier in other Delta areas, such as 
Menshiat Abu Omar in the Sharqiya Go v- 
snorate, both with regard to their dope 


and contents. 

Graeco-Roman antiquities have also been 
uncovered in the upper strata and, in some 
areas, in the same strata as tbe pre-dynastic 
tombs. Archaeologists point out, however, 
foar the early residential area is the most in- 
vesting discovery because it reveals, for 
tiie first time, an urban area as it was, com- 
plete with soot in die ovens, con king pots, 
knives and other implements. Storage ves- 
sels were also found scattered near the 
tombs, but unfortunately mod were cracked 
and badly damaged from sub so il water. 

“The residents of El-Dab ’a, it 
liked to live near their graveyards,** com- 
mented Abdel-Fattah. “They ntarfa me of 
available resources and built their dwell- 
ings of mud-bride.” 


How to get there 


Buses 


Tickets morning ££27; evening LE40, 
oneway. 


Super Jet. East Delta and West Deha 
buses operate throughout EgypL 


Cmro-Nuwoba 

Service 8am, from Abbassiya. then 
Atmans. Tickets deluxe bus LE31. 


Super Jet 

Super Jet stations ore located tn 
Atmora (Hehapolis), Tahir, Qtra, 
Ramsts Street and Cairp Airport 
Buses travel to Alexandria. Port 
Said, ffurghada and SmaL TeL 
772-663. 


WcSDdlaBu 

Stations at Tahir 
243-1846: 


Atmaxa. TeL 


Cairo- Alexandria 


Catro-Hurgkada 

Services 9am. noon. 3pm. 1030pm. 
10.45pm and 11pm. Tickets LE30 on 
way. 


5.30am to 1 0pm, from Tahir, i 
Giza. Atmaxa aid the airport. Tickets 


LEI 9 until 9pm; LE2i the reafter, front 
the airport LE24 until 5pm: LE30 


Cairo-Sqfaga 

Services 9am and 3pm Tickets ££35 
one way. 


A VIP bus with phone access leaves 
Almasa at 7.15am. Tickets from 
Atmasa 1X28; from the airport LE32 
each way. H 


Catro-Qusseir 

Service 10pm. Tickets LE38 one way. 
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Cairo-Luxor 

Service 9am. Tickets LE35 one way. 


Cairo-Uarsa Uatnouh 
Services at lam departure and 7pm 
return from Abnaxa aad Tahir Square. 
Tickets LE36 


Catro-Aswtm 

Service 5pm. Tickets LE50 one way. 


K’ 


Trains 


CairoSdi Abdet-Rahrum 
Services at 630am. 7am, Scan, 9am 
and 3.45pm. Tickets LE32 
Cmro-PortScad 

Services every ha# hoar from dam to 




Trams nm to Alexxmdria. Port Said, 
Luxor and Aswan, from Raouls 
Station. TeL 147 or 575-3555. 


Bam ; then 9am, /Ann. 3pm, 
430pm. from Ahwca. men Ramsis 


Street Tickets LEI 5 each way. 


Alexandrto-Fort Said 
Service i 

in Alexandria. Departs Port l 
330pm. Tickets 1X22 each way. 


Cuiro-Lnxor-Artvan 
"French “ deluxe trains with deepen 
Services to Luxor and Aswan 7.40pm 
and 9pm (reaching Luxor 6.40 am atd 
8am. Aswan 8.40am and 10am). 
Tickets to lessor 1X294 for foreigners 
mid LEJ 29 for Egyptians, to Aswan 
LE3 00 for foreigners; 1X141 for 


Services Ban and 2pm. firm Tahir, 
then Can and Abnaxa. Departs 
“ rghada noon and 5pm. Tickets LE40 
1 u3pm.LE45 thereafter, bath each 
way. 


Alexandria-Hurgfrada 


"Spanish "deluxe trains without 
steepen 

Services to Luxor and Aswan 6.45pm. 
8.45pm and 9.05pm. Tickets to Luxor: 
first class LE51; second doss LE31. 
Tickets to Aswan: first dasslE63; 
second dam 1X37. 


Alexandria. Departs Huryfroda 
i.30p»B. Tickets LE60 each way. 


Cairo-Sharm ELShdkh 


Service 1 1pm. firm Tahir, then 
Departs Sharm EJ-SheOk 


Abnaxa. 

11 pm. Tickets LESOeach wqy. 


East Data BmCtmpaaj 

Buses travel to North Sinai, South 

Sinai. Sues and Ismailm. Buses to 


Ca trcbA le xandria 
Ttnbtnl “ trains 

ITP train: Service 8am. Tickets first 

doss LE32 with a meaL LB 22 without i 

a mad. 

Standard trains: Services 9am, I Jam. 
noim. 5pm and 7pm. Tickets first doss 
LE22; second class LEI 7. 



"French" trams ,.i- 

Smmxs hourly from 6am to 1030pm. J? 
Tickeu first doss LE20; second c bm T 
LEIX 1 


Buses to North and South l 

from the Stud bus station at Abbassiya 
Square. TeL 482-4753. 


Cairo-Part Said 

prices 620ms and 8.45am. Tickets 
first class LE45; second dass£E 2 & 


Cairo-bmaiUa 

Services every 45 mbmtes from 639am 
to 6pm. from Qatati, then Almasa and 
Tagnid Square. Tickets deluxe bus 
175: air-conditioned bus IF* » 
one way. 


EgyptAir 



There are between two md five 
dpmesttcfli&iu daily. Check 

Cairo-Aswan 

Tic kets LE3 QO fh Egyptians. ££991 


way. 


Cairo-El-Arish 

Services every hour from 7.30am to 
4 pm. from Qtdalt. then Abnaxa and 
Tagnid Square. Tickets deluxe btu 
'I: air-conditioned bus LEI3, one 


Tic kets L E220 jar Egyptian*. LE7SO 
Jarjareignm. bath round-trip. 

Cabo-Bhghmda 

Tickets 1X238 jar Egyptians, LE78Q 


CUmAnMUtt 

Services every 45 udn. from Tm to 
630pn framAbbassiya, the* Ahuza. 


CatroSharmEI-Skdb 
Tickets LE24Cfiw Egrpdaus. LES2I 
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Sports 19 


After the African 
qualificatlms/H^ptian 
football veterans are 
bound for Spain; next \ 
month cwurte^Of the ^ 
F*IFA 5-a^de Wor1d 
Ihjdoor Football 
Champtohshlp; Inas 

liezhar and Eric 

/foomugha report 



Onwards to Spain 


Egyptian football players, -who 
missed the- rough and tumble of their 
sated days, showed all the right stuff 
they repre sent ed Egypt at tbe Af- 
riean qualification for the . third 
World '5-a-Side Cftampkmslrip'fFut- 
sffl) held in Cairo. Team captain Tab- 
er Abu Zeid, once Africa’s best, will 
lead the natinrnii squad to Spain for 
the FIFA organised world tourna- 
ment. ..... 

/ The triumph is but the latest in a se- 
ries of upsets (fished out by Egyptian 
teams that began with Abb’s victory 
at- the 12th Arab League Champion- 
ship Cup arty in September. Arab 
Contractors, together with Zamalek, 
proving bookmakers wrong, followed 
suit making ft to the semi-finals of 
African club co m p e ti tio ns. Along the 
way the national under- 17 and jun- 
iois teams defeated their T nrwian 
and Ethiopian opponents in die 
Warid Cup noe. 

The national team, as foe new 5-a- 
side African champions will be foe : 
first to represent Africa at the world 
championships after making it 
through the prelim i n a ries. Nigeria, 
the firat African representative at Fut- 
sal four years ago, participated by 
special invitation. 

The most delighted man on earth 
last Monday was assuredly Xfimi Ab- 

dd-Hamid, foe fo rmer national A star was bora in the tournament; Egypt’s b rillian t player Tamer Ismail ( right) manoeuvmng a player from Zaire 
coach. Abdel-Hamid quit the national 



ere 


team’s camp at the Olympic Centre in Maadi horns before 
Egypt’s encounter against Ghana and was unable to share in the 
excitement first land as the pfayess' received foe African trophy. 
But, with the realisation that his efforts greatfycOT to the 

victory Abdel-Hamid could hanil y have dwelt on his dispute 
with Egyptian Football Federation (EFF) board member Hazem 
Ei-HaWaty? 1 * '-?ry •"*•**: ^ 

The quarrel maned folkyromg ra-Hawary*.* alleged -ren eg in g rvn 

an agreement with Abdel-Hamid concerning twm and tourna- 
ment best player Tamer Ismail. By arrangement the was 

tp rejoin bis Maaden team under the supervision of El-Hawary 
fin its league match. Abdel-Hamid, however /refused Ismail per- 
ntissioalo leave the camp, and after a long dispute AJbdelrHamid 


packed up and left foe team. Tbe EFF board accepted his resigna- 
tion and replaced him with assistant coach Mohamed Abou 
Amin. 

What began as a nightmare 6-6 draw match with Zimbabwe 
ended in a resounding victory for Egypt as the team went ahead 
tobest Ghana 2-rI, Somalia 1 0-1 and Zaire 13-4. . . 

The outcome of -the Egypt-Zimbabwe encounter raised foe 
eyebrows of some officials and fans prompti n g the question of 
whether the 5-a-Side Is meant for older players or young tal- 
ents. The Egyptian squad, initially taken by surprise by the 
youthful Zimbabweans made more than a dozen changes in 
comparison to their opponent's four. Another worry was laid 
to rest as the team went up against their strongest opponents, 


the Ghanaians. The cynics were 
hushed when the big guys de- 
feated Ghana 2-1 in the highly 
anticipated match. 

For silver mwfal winners Ghana , 
who thrashed Zaire 19-5 in a match 
described by one official as “c 'est 
le catastrophe pour !e Zaire r", foe 
loss to Egypt was not even re- 
motely expected. “We played well, 
but it was unfortunate we lost to 
Egypt,” said Ghanaian International 
Aimed Felix who plays for Egyp- 
tian league holders Ahli. 

While praising the level of or- 
ganisation, Cephas Msipa, head of 
the Zimbabwean delegation, none- 
theless was dissatisfied with the re- 
fereeing. Msipa attributed the 
team’s loss to injuries sustained by 
his players. “It is significant that 
we brought an inexperienced team 
and they did tbeir best and won foe 
bronze,” said Msipa who hopes 
that Zimbabwe will be considered 
to host tbe next competition. 

Mukota Muteba, Zaire's team 
supervisor whose last minute de- 
rision to send in a substitute to 
help stave off Egypt's onslaught, 
made no difference to the outcome 
challenged foe Egyptian team to 
play against Zaire in Belgium. 
“We were unable to bring our best 
team due to the time frame. They 
are all in Belgium,” said Muteba. 
Five countries, Egypt, Ghana, Zimbabwe, Somalia and Zaire 
participated in foe five- day tournament FIFA's repre- 
sentative in tbe tournament, Javier Ottero said foe withdrawals 
and the low number delegations participating was a result of 
foe unfamiliarity of the game and partly due to financial con- 
siderations. 

“Two teams, Ghana and Egypt, were superior and we hope 
as the game becomes more widely known the level of pro- . 
fessionalism will rise. Tbe FIFA is interested in aiding foe 
success of foe game in Africa. A few months ago, only Gha- 
na and Egypt wanted to compete. But, through foe help of 
Confederation African)© de Football, an African champion- 
ship was held," Ottero said. 


Q uadruple gold 


EGYPT brought home four gold medals, capturing fifth 
place for boys and third for girls, at foe seventh Arab 
Juniors Athletics Championship in Tunisia last week. 
Thirteen Arab countries including Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, foe United Arab Emirates, 
Oman. Bahrain, Tunisia, Algeria, Sudan and Palestine 
participated in the bi-annual event. 

The Egyptian team consisted of 21 athletes. Gold winners 
were Nader El-Husseini in foe 1 10 metres hurdles, Ayman 
Hussein in the hamm er, Hcba Ahmed in the 5km walk and 
Ahmed Nagi in the shot-put 

B usy season for fencers 

IN PREPARATION for upcoming national, regional and 
international championships, the Egyptian Fencing 
Federation began its new season by organising the Cairo 
Club Competition last week. 

Mohamed Tahoon, responsible for fencing in foe Cairo 
region, explained that foe federation decided to bold 
national events every weekend to enhance 
performance. According to Tahoon, these weekly events 
will benefit players who left the competition arena after the 
dispute between tbe federation and the national Olympic 
Committee. 

Tahoon added that these competitions will help in 
selecting a new national team. 


Q oals galore 


SECOND-HALF scoring sprees featured in the first round 
matches at foe African Youth Championship this weekend. 

Nigeria, winners of the bi-annual event for a record four 
consecutive times since 1983, secured four goals in the final 
17 mimrrpc to humiliate preliminary qualifiers Chad 5-1 in 
Lagos. 

Ghana, foe other great West African reservoir of young 
talent, postponed foe death knell to Senegal until Abu Idris 
broke foe deadlock with only nine minutes left . 

Egypt, whose two titles places them second behind 
Nigeria on the honours list, scored five goals in thej closing 
minnTi»g of its match against Ethiopia in Cairo. Ahmed 
Abdel-Zaher, Sayed Abdel-Hafeez, Sameh Ismail , ' 
Mohamed Farouk, and Walid Salah all scored and |he team 
won 5-0. 

Zimbabwe punished its tiring opponent, tbe Indiad Ocean 
island of Reunion, as Francis Ganyire and Prosper K)adewere 
scored two goals with nine minutes left for a 2-0 win. 

An;. }Ia were indebted to players Kidal and Gui, whose 
late goals produced a 3-1 triumph in Luanda over 
Botswana, tbe surprise preliminary conquerors of Namibia. 
Kenya also suffered a two-goal defeat in Sudan to early 
goals ffrur Hamad Kamal and Mohamed Moussa. ■ 

Mali, semi-finalists in the previous championship, appear 
to be serious contenders for foe championship after 
defeating Mauritania 3-0 in Bamako. 

South Africa, whose results in under-age competitions 
have been largely disappointing, toyed with Mauritius in 
Johannesburg where Daniel Matsau scored twice. 

Algeria, another nation with a poor record al tbe ’ 
level, slumped 2-0 at home to Tunisia while Cote D’l^ 
virtually soled a second-round spot by winning 1-0 it 

Return matches are scheduled for 18-20 October j 
1 1 overall winners will be joined in tbe second rouni: 
this year by defending champions Cameroon, Zambj; 
Tanzania. 
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T ennis victories 


MOROCCAN Karim Aland claimed foe $328,000 Sicilian 
International Championships title, after Ro manian Adrian 
Voinea retired due to “shoulder strain” For tbe unsettled 
Alarm, 23, the 7-5, 2-1 victory on the Palermo clay vyas 
another high point in a successful season on the ATP tour. 
In May, AJami won his first ATP tour title, the AT&]T 
challenge in Atlanta, and became foe first Moroccan to win 
an ATP Tour event Alarm is ranked 74th on foe tour 
computer. ^ 

Playing his first tournament since winning the US Open, 
Pete Sampras easily disposed of foe unseeded German 
Hendrik Dreekmann 7-5, 6-2 and 6-0 to win $1 milli on at 
the Swiss Indoors tennis championships. 




Chronicle 


Al-Ahram: A Diwan of contemporary life 


The imperial magistrate, foe judge of inch- 
es, the chief justice of Egypt w ere all titles 
bestowed upon -a senior official in foe Otto- 
man empire who, from foie 16th to the be- 
g fr m i n g of the 20th century, was conrmis- 
shmed to Egypt from Istanbul.lt was on 
tins powerful figure that Al-Ahram cast its : 
focus during tbe period from 1899 to 1901. 

For nearly 400 years, the imperial mag- 
istrate was the second most powerfulpesson 
m Egypt after toe pasha (the or jpyenH 

or) and would assume the rcsporisibififies of 
governor in the pasha's ahwmra The jzr- 
man (imperial decree) promulgated upon 
his ap point m ent was replete with gran- 
diloquent epithets of honour such as “tbe 
consummate judge of the Muslims, foe-first 
governor of tbe forthful, foe bearer of foe 
legacy of tbe prophets.” His reception in 
Egypt was marked by the most solemn pa- 


However, events of tire 19th centmy were 
to leave their ir n p e a t on tte -person^ 
Firstly, Egypt's relations with foe Ottoman 
Forte underwent profound changes with foe 
development of foe modem state and foe 
success of Egypt’s rulers in a c qui ring a high 
degree of autonomy. Their concomitant at- 
tempt to centralise foe state excluded out- 
side in terve nt ion, which ultimately affected 
foe office of foe imp erial magistrate ap- 
pointed from Istanbul Mohamed Ah and Is- 
mail were tiie most ardent proponents of 
Egyptian BHftwwiiiy wtd itwres- itiMr 
respective reigns that this office suffered its 
greatest setbacks. The famous Egyptian his- 
torian, Sheikh Abdel-Rahman Al-Jabarti, 
relates Mohamed All’s “attempts to curtail 
its authority: “One day, on foe secret orders 
of the governor, foe sheikhs and other ad- 
ministrative met in the house rtf 

Al-Bakri in order to deliberate what action , 
to t»kn aj gMtwrf the imperial judge whose 
greed and tyranny in appropriating foe peo- 
ple’s money and crops knew no bounds. 
Sey made a fist during fids assefoWy of the 
offences co rnmitte d by the judge and ap- 
pended to it a petition to foe governor to in- 

tervece in the manner be deems best/* With 
foils petition in hand, Mohamed Ah was- 




ter" under his cmttroL That he appointed foe 
son of one judge to replace Ins father at foe 
end of his teas and rejected another Is- 
tanbul appointee is .evidence of tile author: 
ftyhegEsied over tins position. 

Mohamed Afi’s grandson, Ismail, had a 
different method of denting with the Parte: 
money in r* r * Mm P* ! for imperial cances- 
aons. toward Egyptian sovereignty. I n this 
matter, Jemal reached an agreement with 
Istanbul fog foe Porte would receive 250 

OflflB ipq liras per month in order to keep 
fot T prfcj s b ^ j ipn fr flBrf judge of borne. The 
agreement also entitled Ismail to appoint a. 
depijiy fo act in foe^dge’s foad and tins 
a p p o in tment wwilti'be sanctioned by sb.hq~ 

- - 1 J — - TU*# mmm mmaineA-rn ■ 


effect until foe British occupation meant 
~ that Istanbul's de facto jurisdiction over this 
appointment was rniUmed. 

The status of the chkf justice was further 
affected by the judicial reforms that took 
place in the 1870s. The reforms, in part a re- 
sponse to numerous social and economic 
changes and in part due to tbe chaos of the 
consular courts created by tbe Ottoman ca- 
pitulations system, introduced a dual ju- 
dicial systfifb consisting of mixed courts, in 
which after both or one of foe litigants 
were foreigners, and the national courts for 
Egyptians. As a consequence, foe jurisdic- 
tion of tbe religious courts was severely cur- 
tailed. Whereas they had formerly ruled 
over a broad range of legal issues, tbeir 
competence was restricted to personal stat- 
es cases. The reforms also brought into be- 
ing foe Ministry of Justice to whjcb the re- 
ligious courts were subordinated and which 
was en^owered jo appoint tin justices of 
tbe religions courts. As a resedt of all these 
changes, the chief justice would in- 
creasingly become a rehgroos rather than a 
judiciary figure, a that mao— 

ifested itself dearly in the crisis of 1899. 

In the wake of foe British occu p ation, foe 
.position of the chief magistrate would re- 
ceive a third mortal blow. Just as foe British 
atte mp ted to extend foeir control over all 
other administrations, the Ministry of Jus- 
tice would not be spared and.foey created 
the post of adviser to tbe Ministry of Justice 
who would in effect be the major architect 
of judicial affairs. The first person to oc- 
cupy fins post was a John Scott. 

Afthcngfa the British in genoalwexe wary 
of in t er vening in retigious affairs such as. 
the -waqf (refigious endowments) founda- 
tions, Al-Azhar and the religious courts, 
foey made an exception in the case of the 
latter what they krtervened m favour of tbe 
civil and national courts to the detriment of 
the religious courts. The British were on the 
whole, wise to shun meddling in such .sen- 
sitive matters. Tbeir attempt purportedly “to 
reform foe religious courts!” was one of foe 
few occasions when foey got their Hugos 
hnmt by igniting religious passions. It was 
an event wiridb Al-Ahram followed wife 
interest 

foe last decade of the. )9fo century 
reforming^ the retigiooS crams was a fre- 
quent topic of discussion in the TBukmal 
press, which included of course Al-Ahram. 
Toward fob end of ifS95 AlrAhnun pub- 
lished a British-inspired three-point reform 
plan which involved, firstly, “foe proper se- 
lection of rehgious court judges so as to ex- 
clude from their ranks those of questionable 
in t egrity and dubious intellectual cre- 
dentials.” Secondly, foeir salaries should be 
raised to equal tbose of the national courts. 
A higher salary “should ensure the probity 
of -the judge’fi-cdoscIeQce and free him rtf 
foe need to supplemera his income with 
whatever be can ray his hands an.” Thirdly, 


i 4 


One of the attributes of Ottoman 
sovereignty over Egypt in the 1 9th century 
was the appointment of a chief justice in 
Cairo. But Egyptian rulers from Mohamed 
AO to Tawfik towards the end of the century systematically 
hacked away at the chief justice’s authority. The British helped 
the government in this after they occupied Egypt in 1 882. It was 
only after Egypt officially became a British protectorate at the time 
of World War I that Ottoman sovereignty over the country ended 
and, with it, the rightto name the chief justice. Dr Yunan Labib 
Rizq tells the story as gleaned from the pages of Al-Ahram 


foe rulings of the court should be imple- 
mented in accordance with the same pro- 
cedures foal apply to the implementation of 
the rulings of the national courts. 

‘ By foe end of 1 898 a biU for foe reform of 
the religious courts had been drawn up. Tbe 
bOI, which bad taken over a year to prepare, 
was received by the public with consid- 
erable scepticism. It called for foe creation 
of a supreme court consisting of five judges, 
“the chief justice, foe mufti of Egypt, foe 
mufti of the Ministry of Justice and two 
members appointed by the government in 
accordance with the recommendation of tbe 
minister of justice.” It was the issue of the 
last two appointees that stirred suspicions. 
In addition. Article 12 of the bill stipulated, 
‘The chief justice shall be selected by foe 
government and appoi n ted in accordance 
with the customary procedures. likewise, 
we shall undertake the selection and ap- 
poiotment of the mufti of Egypt in ac- 
cordance with tbe customary procedures.” 

To Egyptians, tins was not the type of re- 
form they had envisioned for the religious 
court system. On tbe contrary, they saw it as 
an encroachment on the rehgious authority 
of the Ottoman sultan in his capacity as foe 
Muslim caliph. Certainly foey seised that 
behind the mil were British designs id tam- 
witfa religious affairs. It was one thing 
” to freeze foe position of the im- 
perial magistrate by paying a number of 
purses to the Supreme Porte eveay year, it 
was entirely another matter to infringe upon 
foe sultan's religious authority in making 
this appointment, particularly in light of de- 
velopments that had combined to fire re- 
ligious sentiment over tbe previous years. 

One such development transpired in tbe 
wake of the Russian-Turkish war and foe. 
Congress of Berlin of 1878 which convened 
in order to redraw Ottoman territories. In re- 
spoeseto tire Great Powers* designs to frag- 
ment the empire, Sultan Ahriel Hami d Q in- 
troduced the policy of “pan-lslainism” 
intended to unite all Muslims under tbe ban- 
near Of his religious authority. The policy 




was received enthusiastically in all Islamic 
countries, inducting Egypt 
Al-Ahriun was acutely aware of foe po- 
tential dangers of meddling in the Muslims’ 
religious affairs and it cautioned a garrmr 
tampering with foe religious courts. These 
courts, it said, “are purely religious and 
tbeir reform should be undertaken by Mus- 
lims alone. For the British to lay foeir hands 
on these courts we say no! And for them to 
insinuate their own ideas as a basis for the 
desired reform, again we say no!” 

It was not long before Al-Ahram' & fears 
proved accurate. The chief justice and 
Sheikh Hassuna Al-Nawawi, the rector of 
Al-Azhar, took officials in Abdeen Palace, 
Dubara Palace (the residence of the British 
high commissioner) and the Ministry of Jus- 
tice by surprise by issuing a fatwa (religious 
ruling) condemning foe bill of law which 
the ministry was to present to the Leg- 
islative Assembly. Al-Ahram writes, “Tbs 
government was in a panic and foe cabinet 
met in order to deliberate over this matter. 
We do not believe drat it will violate the Jat- 
wh in the pursuit of a matter that would of- 
fend rehgious sensitivities, particularly as 
the occupiers have declared repeatedly that 
they would honour and respect these feel- 
ings.” Tbe newspaper’s hopes proved mis- 
placed. The government went ahead with 
presenting tbe bill to the Legislative As- 
sembly only to receive yet a greater shock. 

The new bill was slated for discussion at 
the assembly’s meeting of 10 May 1899. 
Prior to this, however, the government de- 
livered to foe assembly its response to the 
jatwa. It was also decided that all the min- 
isters should attend, “imagining that their 
presence would strike fear into foe hearts of 
foe members of the assembly and compel 
them to change their opinion in line with 
British policy fra* which the minisoas of foe 
Egyptian government are tire most strategic 
tools." 

■ ‘The Great Assembly" was the headline 
muter which Al-Ahram reported on the 
scheduled meeting. Following foe speech- 


es of the minister of justice and the min- 
ister of foreign affairs, whose defence of 
the proposed bill was delivered in French, 
the sheikh of Al-Azhar addressed the as- 
sembly. He said, “In my capacity as a 
member of the Legislative Council and the 
mufti of Egypt, I have decreed and con- 
tinue to decree that this bill constitutes a 
breach of Islamic law and should not be 
put into effect Nor is it acceptable to ap- 
point two judges from tbe National Ap- 
pellate Courr who rule in accordance with 
positive law which sometimes conflicts 
with Islamic law and who are, therefore, 
not competent to rule in accordance with 
Islamic jurisprudence.” Tbe minutes of the 
meeting, published in Al-Ahram, recorded 
that, when the sheikh of Al-Azhar finished 
his speech, “the chief justice stood up and 
said, ‘I second that objection!' Then the 
sheikh of Al-Azhar, deeply agitated, left 
the assembly and he was followed by the 
chief justice. The chairman prevailed upon 
some of the members to convince the two 
officials to return and, after considerable 
pleading, they did. There followed a most 
awkward silence.” As might be expected, 
the assembly rejected the bill and asked 
tire government to draw up a new proposal 
for the reform of foe religious courts. The 
“dark scowls” on the ministers' faces as 
they left the assembly would not bode well 
for the sheikh of Al-Azhar and the chief 
justice. Indeed h was less than a month lat- 
er that Sheikh Hassuna was made to pay 
the price for his “offence”. On 3 June 
1899 Al-Ahram reports, “His Eminence 
Sheikh Hassuna Al-Nawawi has been dis- 
missed from his position as mufti of Egypt 
and rector of Al-Azhar.” The authorities 
then turned their attention to Chief Justice 
Gama! ed din. 

Tbeir first step was to attempt to dis- 
parage tiie judge's credentials and they pub- 
lished a communique in the newspapers to 
that effect. The comm unique said that Gam- 
aieddin had been appointed to his position 
during die reign of the Khedive Tawfiq af- 
ter the death of the previous chief justice, 
Abdel-Rahman Efifendi, whose appointment 
by the Egyptian government did not take 
place in accordance with an agreement be- 
tween Cairo and Istanbul. As for Gam- 
aleddin be lad no more than a telegram 
from the Supreme Porte appointing him as 
“commissioner of religious affairs in 
Egypt.” As there was no post by that name, 
tiie khedive appointed him as chief justice. 
Tbe communique concludes, “In light of the 
above, it is clear that his eminence has been 
appointed as chief justice on tiie authority 
of a telegram stipulating a position that foies 
not exist and that foe sole authorisation for 
his appointment which be continues to ex- 
ercise was tbe Doble decree promulgated by 
the khedive of Egypt on 1 April 1891.” The 
implication of course was that since tiie 
judge was appointed by khedival decree, he 


could just as easily be dismissed by another 
decree, if not as “noble”. 

Egyptian public opinion was not easOy 
taken in by the ministers* argument The sit- 
uation bad changed since the days of Ismail 
whose agreement with tbe government of 
Istanbul represented a bid for Egyptian in- 
dependence from the Ottomans. Under tbe 
British occupation, however, the attempt to 
denigrate the position of chief justice ap- 
peared as one more manifestation of British 
suzerainty. This was dearly the inter- 
pretation which Al-Ahram put on the affair, 
compelling it to rise to the defence of Gam- 
aleddm. Al-Ahram , like the other nationalist 
newspapers, appealed to die judge not to 
yield to pressures to resign such as those 
touted in the pro-occupation newspapers, 
foremost of which was Al-Muqattani. Ev- 
idently, tbe judge decided to resist j these 
pressures, which was cause for Al-Ahram to 
cheer on his bebalfi “His eminence the] chief 
justice is not prepared to sacrifice one jatom 
of his rightful claim to his position and to 
the authority granted to him by his majesty 
tbe sultan.” Tbe article concluded with a fi- 
nal caution, alerting the government to the 
consequences that might ensue “if it does 
not adhere to foe policy of observing re- 
ligious feelings and the requirements of re- 
ligious law.” 

On 2 June 1899, Al-Ahram took consid- 
erable glee in announcing drat the khedive 
had called a meeting with tbe ministers in 
which “it was decided to keqp matters as 
they were and to retain His Eminence Chief 
Justice Gamaleddin in his position and that 
a royal decree would be promulgated re- 
scinding the previous decree stipulating the 
appointment of two judges from the ap- 
pellate court to tbe supreme court” These 
decisions, the newspaper continued, were 
taken following consultations with Lord 
Cromer. 

To the Egyptians this was intopreted as a 
defeat for British attempts at meddling in - 
Egyptian religious affairs. 

Go 21 January 1901 Gamaleddin passed 
away. Less than a month later, foe ship 
bearing his successor wended its way into 
foe port of Alexandria. The new chief jus- 
tice of Egypt, Abdel-Rahman Yahya, was 
received with all due pomp and ceremony, 
as we can read in Al-Ahram. Egypt's ruins 
would have to wait another 13 years until 
foe British declared Egypt as tbeir pro- 
tectorate before tiie remaining symbols of 
Ottoman sovereignty would fell One of 
these was his eminence the chief justice. 


The author is a pro- 
fessor of history and 
head of Al-Ahram his- 
tory Studies Centre. 
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The Republic of Korea celebrates its National Foundation Day: 


A message from the Korean ambassador to Egypt 


It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the 
Korean people on the occasion of the 4328th 
anniversary of the Korean National Founda- 
tion Day on 3 October. I am deeply moved by 
celebrating this special occasion In Cairo, 
which is one of the cradles of civilization. 

A look back at 5,000 years of Korean history 
reveals triumphs and tragedies, successes 
and struggles which have been instrumental 
in shaping Korea and Korean people. The 
long history illustrates that Korea is con- 
sidered one of the oldest rations in Asia, with 
a distinctive cultural inheritance and a unique 
history. Through Koreans, Chinese and Jap- 
anese may appear the same, they are his- 
torically and culturally extremely different 

Over the last several hundred years when 
Korean rulers did not welcome foreign con- 
tacts, the nation was known as foe 'Hermit 
Kingdom’ but, now in Korea’s modem era, the 
mist of early morning calm has disappeared 
and foe nation can be called the ’Dynamic 
Country". 

Korean history dates back to 2333BC. This 
traceable history has gone through three in- 
fluential eras. The first was when King Tan- 
Gun established foe first kingdom named 
Choson literally meaning the ’Land of Morning 
Calm". The second era began under the lead- 
ership of President Park Chung Hee and fea- 
tured economic development Since Korea 
launched its first Economic Development Plan 
in 1962, Korea's economic growth has been 
among the fastest in the world. The country's 
real GNP has been expanded by an average 


of more than 8 per cent per year and mer- 
chandise trade volume increased from US$47 
million in 1962 to $260.2 billion in 1995. 

Under foe administration erf President Kim 
Young Sam. Korea is being pushed to start 
foe third era of its history. This era is featured 
by greater open- 
ness and inter- 
national coop- 
eration through 
segehwa, or a 
globalisation pol- 
icy, which is 
spearheaded by 
President Wm. 

In all areas, in- 
cluding trade 
and foreign in- 
vestment, Ko- 
rea’s degree of 
openness is ap- 
proaching the 
level of the ad- 

vanced countries. The Republic of Korea now 
finally stands among the ranks of the most 
democratic countries of the world, in pursuing 
this status, we have drawn in a millennia-old 
national legacy of foe nation-finding ideal of 
Hong-Ik Ingan, ’Benefits to Mankind”. This 
motto has much in common with that of de- 
mocracy as both seek to guarantee everyone 
freedom, human dignity and the right to pur- 
sue happiness. We still endeavor to bring the 
ideal of "Benefits to all Mankind" -to blossom 
via the implementation of democracy. 


Kim Young Sam, president 
of the Republic of Korea 


At this moment, I would like to seize this op- 
portunity to urge the whole world to faithfully 
support the peaceful unification of Korea, and 
the establishment of an everlasting peace on 
the Korean peninsula. A unified Korea would 
be able to contribute much more to world 

peace and 
prosperity 
than a divided 
one. 

1 would like 
to pay a high 
tribute to H.E. 
President 
Hosni Mu- 
barak, whose 
outstanding 
leadership 
has been no 
less evident 
on foe inter- 
national 
scene. More- 



YimSungJoon, Korean 
ambassador to Egypt 


over, his tireless efforts in cementing ties be- 
tween our two countries have been greatly ap- 
preciated by our government and people. 
Since the establishment of toll diplomatic re- 
lations between Egypt and Korea in April 
1995, our two countries have worked towards 
creating more collaborative relationship be- 
tween our two countries. Thanks to H.E. Pres- 
ident Mubarak, Egypt and Korea have main- 
tained close relations in all respects. Our two 
nations are now co-operating more dosefy in 
the economic field in particular. 


The exchange of businessmen's visits be- 
tween the two countries illustrates growing bi- 
lateral relations between foe two countries. 
Minister of Economy and International Co- 
operation Newal H-Tatawy's latest visit to 
South Korea is the best evidence of opening 
new access for Korean investments in Egypt' 
In addition, Korean business delegations are 
going to take part at the next Middle East ec- 
onomic summit, due to be held in Cairo next 
November. The political field has been also 
strengthened through People's Assembly 
Speaker Ahmed Fafoi Sorour' s visit to Seoul. 

In fact our two nations should join together 
to integrate two different civilizations in tune 
with harmonious world system. On one hand, 
Korea is located at foe heart of foe East Asian 
region, being one of foe three main axes of ec- 
onomic growth. On foe other hand. Egypt is 
playing a key rote not only in foe Middle East 
but also in the entire world. By co-operating 
with one another. Korea and Egypt can help 
each other attain their national, regional and 
international goals, now and in foe future. 

The Republic of Korea has gone through a 
long and thorny path before it grabbed foe 
world’s attention for its success in terms of 
both democratisation and industrialisation. 
However, the Republic of Korea is actively en- 
deavouring in the course of our development 
to foe other developing countries. 


Compiled by 

Mohamed Youssef Habib 
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Falfai El-ShaL, " 
chairman of the board *' 
AOI Electronics Factory 




Korean contributions j * 
towards Egyptian industry 

ELECTRONIC industries are the most promising in- £ 
d us tries of foe future, participating in advancing- develop- 
ment plans in different areas due to the diversification of 
the necessary cadres and investments, which -range 
from limited investments to 
open-ended ones. The quan- 
tity of investments, however, 
depend on the type of busi- 
ness and production required. 

There are limited investments 
which provide industries with 
■ parts used in production like 
plastic, metal components, 
cables, etc. There are also 
processing industries tor limited 
quantity products which indude 
designing and programming, 
which depend mainly on cer- 
tain tools and equipment 
As for intermediate in- 
vestments, they are required 
for processing industries in- 
volving mass production, and other industries requiring-a 
skilled work force such as the production of tele- *- 
communications equipment as well as some etectronfc- 
components which require technical knowledge. There 
are also extensive investments in the production of hP’. 
tech components (such as transistor circuits, filters, 
high-intensity coils, etc). "•* 

The Arab Organisation of industries (AOI) and its eie&* 
tronics factory have 15 years of experience in foe field- 
of electronics with several foreign and international com- 
panies. (t also has experience in providing skilled ex~' 
pertise. A strategic plan was implemented five years- 
ago to expand this industry through three main phased 
in co-operation with its Korean counterpart in the fol-E < 
lowing fields: Vj 

— Mass production of processing industries to be ex- 
ported at competitive prices and qualities; especially af- 
ter the factory has attained the international quality cer- 
tificate ISO 9002. ~ 

— Providing foe necessary scientific and technical ca- - 

dres for designing and programming at a preparatory 
phase until Egyptian products appear on the market arid 
fill the local needs. * ' 

— Introducing feeder industries and likewise pro- 
gressive Industries like production lines with diverse an- 
nual capacities up to a million phones, and a half million 
coils and 250,000 combining particles. In addition to 
those production lines, special technologies have been, 
transferred to allow the production of the previous items 
according to different standards that fulfills the re- 
quirements of foe local market 
In an attempt to provide our clients with a foe best ser- 
vice, a main service center was opened recently in Nasr 
City at Makram Ebied, in addition to a service network' 
covering most govern orates. Thus the following results 
were achieved: 

— The factory was considered a main supplier of 
phones, coils, and transformers for prevafling industries, 
with attempts to export them in the works. 

— introduction of medium capacity telephone-switching 
industries with progressive technology to serve many dif- 
ferent places in Egypt iike organisations, hospitals and. 
companies. 

— Reaching mass production with competitive prices 
and quality using modem machinery and equipment 


Korean economy soars 

SINCE foe inauguration of foe Kim Young Sam govern- 
ment in February 1993, the Korean economy has been 
soaring along an upward path, ending years of low 
growth. 

The Korean economy grew at a 5 per cent annual ig. 
rate in 1992 but surged at a 5.8 per cent dip in 1993, 
while foe growth in gross domestic product jumped to 
8.6 per cent a year later. 

Boosted by surging exports and corporate capital in- 
vestment, foe advance in GDP for the last year was tal- 
lied at 9 per cent the most impressive performance in 
recent years. 

Although the pace of growth is expected to slow 
down, the economy is widely forecast to make a soft 
landing this year, growing at a substantial rate of 7 to 
7.5 per cent 

Prices are also predicted to remain stable this year 
with consumer prices projected to rise at a 4.5 per cent 
annual rate, down from last year’s 4.7 per cent 
Amid the continued economic boom, Korea’s per- 
capita gross national product (GNP) for foe last year 
broke foe $10,000 mark, catapulting foe nation into the 
ranks of advanced countries. The per-capita GNP 
amounted to $10,067 last year. 

It is not on the domestic economic front alone that the 
Kim administration has achieved remarkable feats. In 
line with the president's strategy of globalisation, Korea 
has sought to promote its role in the international are- 
na, which officials say befits its economic power. 

In late March last year, Korea formally filed an ap- 
plication to the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) as part of President Kim’s ® 
new five-year economic programme ( 1993 - 1997 ). 

Consultations between Korea and the OECD sec- 
retariat are now under way on Seoul's admission to the 
dub of 25 Industrial nations, which Seoul offidals say 
will end by as early as July of this year. 

Given its commitment to economic liberalisation, Ko- 
rea would have little difficulty being admitted to the in- 
ternational organisation, government offidals say. 

Boding well for its admission, Korea passed pre- ' 

Hminary reviews by OECD’s two committees, or in- 
surance and maritime and transport committees, lata 
last year. 

What benefit wilt Korea enjoy by becoming an OECD 
member? Korea's formal entry into the organisation will 
give It access to precious information about the global 
economy and key discussions on major global econom- 
ic issues ahead of non-members while sharply in- 
creasing its status in the international community, of- 
ficials say. 

As to the problem of meeting numerous obligations to 
become an OECD member, offidals say that such re- & 
qufrements are not obligations but just recommenda- Y 
toons. The OECD acknowledges a member country^ 
right to postpone foe fulfillment of Its recommended 
codes to a considerable extent under the principle of ; 
gradual liberalisation, according to offidals. ; • 
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Daewoo releases 
its Tico model 
in 





I The Republic of South Korea, is (»n- 
;sklered one of the largest automobile 
Jjjrpducere in the world, currently, oo. 

/jegpyfng sixth place worldwide. It plans 
f-fobccupy third place by the year 2000. 

^' Daewoo, in its role as one of.the larg-, 
teat automobile manufacturers inJKorea 
lias taken oh toe teskcf doubling Its pro- 
duction goal to marujfacture 2 milOon 
automobiles annually by the year 2000. 

..Wfith other Korean automobile man- 
.-.ufacturers prepared to achieve their goals, Korea Stands and 
excellent chance of ranking third -among automobile man- 
ufacturing-countries 

.Daewoo was able to attain its market share by producing 
compact automobiles with engtoe sizes under lOOOcc, and 
has cooperated with different international companies to pro- 
duce a model that would meet with worldwide approval. Dae- 
woo wishes to have its compact automobiles be the kind that 
is used within cfties, as well as one which can endure tong 
distances. Its compact Tico model has gone beyond all ex- 
pectations of success to ftte regard 

As for toe passenger’s compartment, Daewoo provides a 
wheel chassis of 2.34m, which makes fw a balanced ride at 
high speeds. Likewise, the Tico model features a streamlined 
design which adds to toe beauty of toe car, and at toe same 
time offers minimal wind-resistance which greatly econom- 
ises on fuel consumption. - 

. - As tor its engine, Daewoo has equipped the Tico model with 
an engine considered one of toe best of its kind, having a 
base of 800cc, 41 horsepower, and 5500rpm. 

The motor also is provided with one of the largest gear- 
boxes equipped with 4-speeds, or 5 speeds with toe addition 
of toe optional automatic transmission. 

The Tico was first introduced to the Egyptian market last 
March in Automac '96, and was met with many requests for 
purchase. Those who have already stoned purchase agree- 
ments are expected to receive their automobiles in October. 


Small in Size, Yet So Luxurious! 


Tico 

Explore all toe potentials 
of the small Tico 
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Food processing conference . 

EGYPT will take part in toe International Conference for 
Food Processing in California from 20 .October to 1 No- 
vember. The conference is. organised by the American 
Trade and Development Organisation, a government body 
affiliated to the US Department of Trade.. The organisation 
selected Mohamad Fgrag Amec, chairman of Faigailah Co, 
and head of Borg EkArab Investor’s Association as its rep- 
resentative for Egypt and the Middle East : . 

. The conference wilt review toe latest methods in the field 
. of food industry and toe means of removing obstacles fac- 
ing this industry. . 



US companies complain to South Africa 

US COMPANIES to South Africa expressed concern over the 
policy maintained by major South African companies which bars 
US companies the access to the market and freedom of activ- 
ities there. This comes at a time when the vicapresident of 
South Africa warned companies against this kind of policy, ac- 
cusing them of trying to monopdise the market He added that 
this monopoly is a disinoentive to investment in South Africa. 

The vice-presktenfs trip to the United States included a meet- 
ing with members of the Senate, who voiced smiar concerns. 
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Europartenariat Italy 1996: 

An opportunity for future partnerships 



Faisal Islamic Bank 
of Egypt 


General Investment Trustees 
Department 

The right decision to 
purchase from major housing 
companies 

- BEITY exhibition in Jeddah, , Saudi 
Arabia 

From 2 - il Oct 1996 

- Real estate and finance exhibition in 
Kuwait 

Sponsored by Faisal Islamic Bank of 
Egypt 

From 19 - 24 1996 

Guaranteed profit for the 
project you select 

For motomtonnation, contact 
The General Investment Trustees Dept 
17 Falouga SL, Agouza 
Tel & Fax£030408 


THIS YEAR, Italy hosts the 
latest in the Partenariat se- 
ries of business partnership 
promotion initiatives spon- 
sored by toe European Com- 
mission from 27-29 No- 
vember 1996: 

Europartenariat Italy 1996, 
in Genoa. 

Europartenariat Italy will 
gather some 3,000 com- 
panies from over 50 coun- 
tries for three days of con- 
crete, face-to-face business 
meetings. Based on the 
same formula as the highly 
successful Partenariat E LI- 
ME held in Cairo in De- 
cember 1994, Eu- 
nopartenariat Italy offers 
companies from Egypt toe 
opportunity to make solid 
contacts for long-term co- 
operation with 500 high qual- 
ify host companies from 284 


municipalities, and some 
3000 visiting companies 
from all over the world. 

The EEA, in conjunction 
with the German-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Italian Chamber of Com- 
merce, has been been ap- 
pointed as national coun- 
sellor for Egypt for the above 
mentioned European Com- 
mission initiative, to recruit 
an Egyptian delegation for 
the event in November in 
Genoa, Italy. 

The focus themes of Eu- 
ropartenariat Italy are: 

— Food and beverages 

— Textile industries, doth 
and leather 

— Wood industries, fur- 
niture, cork 

— Paper-printing industry 

— Chemical products and 
plastic industry 


— Glass, ceramics, non- 
metallic materials 
— Construction 
— Metal industries 
— Electrical engineering 
and electronics 
— Trading 
— Services 

if your company seeks 
long-term collaboration with 
International partners in any 
of these sectors, don’t miss 
Europartenariat ttaly this 
year. Catalogues detailing 
the 500 Italian host com- 
panies and their co- 
operation proposals are 
avarable to pre-qualified 
firms from the European As- 
sociation for Economic and 
Social Development 
For more information on 
how to participate, contact 
Mrs Riham Khafry, tel. 341- 
3662/4. fax. 342-3663. 


Incentives for brilliant students 


TO ENCOURAGE employees and 
consolidate social relationships 
with their bank, Faisal Islamic 
Bank of Egypt held a celebration 
to honour sons of Faisal Bank's 
employees who achieved excellent 
results in the previous academic 
year. 

Abdei-Hamid Moussa, governor of Fai- 



sal Islamic Bank of Egypt, de- 
livered the monetary awards to the 
students. He confirmed that the 
bank is keen to honour those stu- 
dents year after year. 

235 students were honoured this 
year, comprised of sons of em- 
ployees either stHI working with Faisal Is- 
lamic Bank of Egypt or retired. 


Philips Consumer Communications: 
The best you can get! 


T« advertise in Money & Badness contact: Tel: (202)3391071 Fax: (202)5786023 - 5786126 


PHILIPS Middle East has recently set up a 
Philips Consumer Communications (PCC) 
office in Dubai. PCC's goal is to become 
one of toe top-three telecommunications 
suppliers in the world by the turn of the cen- 
tury. To achieve this objective, PCC will 
shortly launch the new FIZZ GSM telephone 
in toe Middle East. Philips FIZZ is the first of 
a wide range of GSM telephones that com- 
plements toe Philips range of corded and 
cordless telephones, answering machines, 
pagers and SIM cards in the Middle East 
The new FIZZ GSM telephone symbolises 
a technological breakthrough. At only 17mm 


depth It will be the slimmest mobile tele- 
phone on toe market 

Philips Consumer Communications M.E. 
will be headed by Mr Moukhtar Tayara (re- 
gional general manager), who has a sub- 
stantial telecommunications experience be- 
hind him. Mr Tayara said ‘PCC M.E. sees its 
role as supportive to their existing local part- 
ners and to build a wide network of pro- 
fessional distributors in the Middle East 
With the heritage of Philips Worldwide (in- 
ventors of the CD. CDl and Multimedia) be- 
hind PCC M.E., we are confident of achiev- 
ing our set objectives." 


National Investment Bank 


National Development 
Bonds in US$ 



Guaranteed Investment 
Easy term financing for your projects 


Can be sold at any time, 
and exchanged in US$ 
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Mohamed 

Nessim: 




impo 


He has 
worked and 
lived in 
silence. He is 
holding his 
tongue; other 
generations 
will tell his 
stories 
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Mohamed Nessim's stories are de- 
ceptive. It all sounds — well, easy, al- 
most. He led the 1970 operation, planned 
by the General Security Apparatus, to de- 
stroy an Israeli oQ rig on its way to the 
Gulf of Suez. He also planted the Egyp- 
tian secret agent known as Raafat El- 
Haggan — immortalised in a television 
series of the same name — inside Israel 
in one of the century's most successful 
secret intelligence operations. He 
planned the escape of Abdel-Hamid El- 
Sarrag from Al-Muzza prison after the 
collapse of the Syrian-Egyptian merger. 

These operations are among the only 
ones that are known to the public. The 
others — how many? — are not for gen- 
eral consumption. The intelligence ap- 
paratus continues to benefit from his ex- 
perience. Mohamed Nessim is now 69; 
but be used to be railed Nessim the Lion- 
hearted in secret service corridors. 

Nessim is currently working in the 
tourist business (as chairman of the Si- 
nai Company for Hotels and Diving 
Clubs). It has been a long time since he 
has talked about himself or his mem- 
ories. He was bom in El-Mugharbiiin 
(“The Sievers"), a popular quarter in the 
very heart of Cairo. The family — 
of the extended patriarchal variety 
(Nessim’s father and uncles lived in 
the same household) was poor. 
When he was five, he was sent to 
El-Merdam Mosque for his lessons: 
for die inhabitants of the Fatimid 
city and surroundings, history and 
architectural accomplishment are 
part of everyday life. “Growing up 
in the area, I inherited its in- 
habitants' pluck, bravery and ability 
to come through in difficult situa- 
tions.” They were lessons be would 
have cause to be thankful for. 

He lost his mother when he was 
three. This taught Him in- 
dependence. He always liked to 
prove himself and, because he was 
not fond of schoolwork, he focused 
on sports, at which he excelled. He 
played almost any game, but ul- 
timately specialised in boxing and 
hockey. He represented Egypt at in- 
ternational competitions in those 
two games, then trained at Al-Ahli 
Club. He was the hero of the Mil- 
itary Academy, the army and the 
rest of the country for several years. 

But academe lay in wait He was 
prevented from participating in the 
1948 Olympics because he was sit- 
ting for a make-up exam. Nevertheless, 
he represented Egypt in several inter- 
national hockey games. That scar on his 
nose is neither an old boxing wound nor 
a scar brought back from the wan the 
culprit was a hockey baiL Nessim was 


Mohamed Shebl: 

An affair 
with film 


The film director, radio personality 
and Al-Ahram Weekly’s 51m critic 
Mohamed Shebl, bom in 1949, died 
OQ Tuesday, 1 October. 

Mohamed Shebl graduated from the 
Faculty of Economics and Political 
Science at Cairo University in 1969 
and continued bis studies at the Uni- 
versity of Nanyang, Singapore, and 
later in Moscow. After Joining the 
Foreign Ministry be was posted as a 
junior diplomat to the Egyptian Embassy in Moscow, 
though he left the diplomatic service in the early '70s, 
after which he began free studies in cinema in the US. 
On his return to Cairo be be^n work on the European 
Radio programme, drawing on his encyclopaedic 
knowledge of conte mp orary music for his hugely pop- 
ular early morning show. 

As a school boy Mohamed had attended a screening 
of Gamila Bu Hreid , at which the director, Yaussef 
Chahine, was present It was at that moment he later 
recalled, that ms passion for films began. And in 1978 
that passion was to be fulfilled worn his first full 
length feature was released. Released in 1978Anva6 


captain of the Ahli boxing team, but he 
stopped playing hockey in 1956. 

Boxing netted him a scholarship to 
study at the Military Academy in 1950. 
Nessim loved sports so much, be married 
an Egyptian gymnast Her training, too, 
was to serve her in life: “She had ail the 
necessary features of an intelligence of- 
ficer's wife — strong nerves, stability 
and rationality.” Their two sons studied 
mechanical engineering and architecture. 

Sports controlled Nessim's life. He 
joined the Military Academy, where 
jocks were revered. The academy, 
which he joined in 1949, changed many 
of his habits. It taught him discipline, 
tenacity, seriousness, and perseverance. 
He graduated in early 1951. in time to 
fight in the 1956 War. 

■ That year — the year he turned 21 — - 
was a turning point in Nessim’s life. In 
December of this year, he was trans- 
ferred to the general intelligence ser- 
vice. At that time, it was a budding ap- 
paratus. He continued to work in the 
secret service until 1971. 

Mohammed Nessim's history with Raa- 
fat El-Haggan began after the latter had 
been in Israel for several years. The two 




would meet in Rome and El-Haggan 
would report on his situation and de- 
scribe how he lived in Israeli society. 

In the pre-process days, cloak-and- 
daggering was routine. In 1959, Nessim 
summoned El-Haggan to Cyprus for 


training in wireless transmission and cod- 
ing of messages. After five years, El- 
Haggan refused to continue the training. 
Nessim felt that the matter required more 
than mere persuasion, so he threatened to 
kill El-Haggan. This was sufficient to 
subdue him, and training continued. 

Even relatively mundane situations 
were charged. El-Haggan fell in love. 
Nessim sympathised with his plight, but it 
was not in his power to give El-Haggan 
the go-ahead. Back in Cairo, Nessim 
spoke to the head of the secret service and 
El-Haggan 's marriage was authorised 
Nessim was constantly a target for M os- 
sad agents and other Western intelligence 
apparatuses. In Israel he was so well- 
known that he became the subject of a 
number of smtidng anecdotes — some of 
which he heard himself when he visited Is- 
rael recently. His new job has led him to 
visit his old enemies twice. Nessim now 
says that the atmosphere of peace should be 
turned to the profit of tourism. 

But jokes were the least of his prob- 
lems at the time. Conspiracies to as- 
sassinate him were constantly befog 
hatched In 1961, Nessim was appointed 
to run the Arab eastern region from its 
centre in Beirut Arab resistance to 
imperialism had reached its climax, 
and Nasser was at the peak of his 
strength. Nessim was lulled into a 
certain sense of security, which en- 
couraged him to take his wife and 
two sons to his new post Shortly 
afterwards, he was informed that 
there was a plot to kidnap his old- 
est son. He whisked the family 
back to Cairo. A few days later, he 
found explosives wired to his car. 

An Egyptian living in Beirut and 
opposed to Nasser and the regime 
was also charged with kidnapping 
Nessim. But before be could say 
mission accomplished the agent 
found himself his target's victim. 
Nessim had him brought to Cairo. 

One gets the feeling, though, that 
anticipation was Nessim's worst en- 
emy. “Fear of dying or danger is 
nothing compared to the tension and 
anxiety that an intelligence officer 
feels while he is planning and pre- 
paring to execute an operation. He 
also waits impatiently for success.” 
Sent to contain the repercussions 
of the failed merger, Nessim con- 
tinued to work in- Lebanon from 
1961 to 1965. He was the link be- 
tween Egypt and the Baath Party, 
its leadership in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, 
as well as the dissenting section which 
called itself the Social Unionists, AI- 
Qawmiyyin Al-Arab, led by George Ha- 
bash (a personal friend), and the Leb- 
anese Communist Party. 


The days of the Syrian-Egyptian union 
provide the backdrop for some of Nes- 
sim’s more heart-stopping missions. Fol- 
lowing a disagreement between Field- 
Marshall Abdel -Hakim Amer and Ab- 
del-Hamid El-Sarrag, the latter resigned 
and headed for Syria. While he was 
there, Syria seceded from the union. Au- 
thorities in Egypt imagined that El- 
Sarrag must have played a role in the se- 
cession. But, while the dissenters had 
bargained with him to join them, he had 
refused categorically. He was arrested 
and detained in Al-Muzza prison — and 
Nessim received orders to help El- 
Sarrag escape. Having arranged the es- 
cape with a contact working inside the 
prison, Nessim was able to spring El- 
Sarrag and take him into Lebanon. From 
there, he put him on a plane distributing 
Egyptian newspapers in Lebanon and 
taking Lebanese papers back to 
Cairo. While everyone was 
busy looking for the fugitive, 
the Egyptian newspapers had it — 
on excellent authority that Ab- 
dd -Nasser was receiving him 
in Cairo. 

On 21 February 1970, Amin 
Howeidi, director of General In- 
telligence, ordered die de- 
struction of an Israeli rig set up 
in die Gulf of Suez. Nessim’s 
mission was to destroy die rig 
before it penetrated the Red 
Sea. Israel held all of Sinai; its 
army dominated the eastern 
bank of the Suez Canal. The rig, 
seen as a further humiliation, 
had to be destroyed. War was 
impossible: die country was un- 
dergoing reconstruction. A com- 
mando operation was seen as 
the best means of dealing with 
the situation. 

An attempt to blow up the 
rig on its first stop in Senegal 
foiled: the rig left Dakar hours 
before the execution of the 
mission. Nessim admits to a 
sigh of relief. It was “...as if a 
mountain had been lifted from 
my shoulders... The execution 
of the operation in Dakar could 
have blown the entire mission 
before its execution, because 
the rig was near a French mil- 
itary base, and French boats 
surrounded it” 

Nessim spent two days in 
Dakar erasing any sign of the 
Egyptians' presence. The 

equipment was transported to 
Abidjan, the rig’s next stop. 

On 6 March 1970, Nessim 
traveled to Abidjan. The opera- 
tion was a success. Nessim _ 


was able to deflect the political crisis 
that could have followed — but the Is- 
raeli ambassador, in an ironic twist, was 
expelled from Abidjan soon after. 

Nasser was Nessim's hero. “He was 
our leader and ideal. He mirrored all 
our ambitions. He was the leader of na- 
tional liberation movements at the Arab 
and African levels. I was among those 
who trusted his decisions, i was also 
close to him because of my work, until 
he authorised me after the 1967 setback 
to investigate the cases of corruption 
within the general intelligence ap- 
paratus.” In 1970, Nasser secretly 
awarded Him a medal of merit for his 
role in the rig operation. 

In 1975, having left the intelligence 
service, Nessim decided it was time for a 
change in career. He started work at the 
Ministry of Tourism, then moved on to 


serve first as vice-chairman, then as chair . 
of the Tourist Promotion Agency. From, 
the secret service to tourism? “Many peo-', . 
pie think that the two jobs are different^* 
but i do not agree with them. There are \- 
severat similarities between them: in in-'- • 
lelligence work, the more diversified 
your public relations, the greater youf -3 
success. Reading is also key. The same is 
true for tourism: reading and public re- 
lations are tbe pillars of success for tbeV . 
businessman in that field.” He spends his : 
time between Cairo and Shartn EI 7 V 
Sheikh, where he heads the Association-"^ 
of Sharm El-Sheikh Investors. This as? - 
sociation undertakes the development 
and preservation of this spot in Sinai — ^ 
an area which he fought to liberate. ."/■ . 

Profile by Galal Nassarf 



(Fangs), stareing Ahmed Adawiya, Mona Gabr and Ali 
El-Haggar was followed in 1983 by El-Ta Wfea (The 
Talisman), with Youssra, Tahia Karioka and Mah- 
moud Yassin. Youssra also played the female lead op- 
posite Ahmed Zaki in Mohamed Shebl's next film, the 
magical realist Al-Kabous (The Nightmare. 1 989). His 
last feature film, produced in the 1990s, was Gharam 
wa Intiqaam bil-Satour (Love and Revenge wife a 
Cleaver), with Farouk El-Fishawi and Isaad Younis. 
Mohamed also directed and wrote scripts for several 
documentaries — including a monumental 14-hour se- 
ries on Youssef Chahine. Al-Qadtya (The Trial), a part 
of this mammoth project, was screened at this year’s 


Mohamed Shebl during 
the filming of his docu- 
mentary THua Ta’shaq 
At-Mawt (Thebes Wor- 
ships Death) 


Locarno Film Festival. His collaboration with Youssef 
Chahine also included his appearances as a heart sur- 
geon in Hodouta Afasriva (An Egyptian Tale) — one 
of several cameo appearances he was to make on tbe 
other side of the camera. 

Mohamed Sbebl was at work on pre-production fora 
new feature film, once again with Youssra, when his 
tragically early death intervened. Since the inception of 
Al-Ahram Weekly he bad contributed regular film re- 
views, in addition to profiles, mostly of colleagues from 
the world of cinema. Those contributions, together with 
his unfailing sense ofhumour, and his determination al- 
ways to see the funny side oflife, will be sorely missed. 


The Obaiyed Gas Sales Agreement 




\ 


Dr. Hamdi Al Banbi, 

The Minister of Petroleum Is 
starto/ng between: 

Engineer Abdel Khalek.Ayad 
Chairman of EGPC, right, and 
Mr. Roger Patey Chairman of- 
Shell companies in Egypt 


On the 26th September, 1996 the Obaiyed Gas Saks Agreement 
Was signed by the EGPC and Shell Egypt. This Gas Saks; 
Agreement provides for the delivery of gas from Shell’s Obaiyed 
concession in the Western Desert to EGPC’s national gas 
distribution grid in the vicinity of sidi Kerir. Gas deliveries will 
commence in the 1st half of 1999 at a delivery rate of 300 rank 
sdyday (million standard cubic feet per day). This major; 
development project, costing around US$ 600 million, will be 
implemented by Bapeteo. 

Today Shell has invested US$ 150 million in ex plor ati o n and 
appraisal activities in this concession since 1989. this is the largest 
gas project in Egypt and will make a major contribution to 
Egypt’s economy and objectives of promoting and expanding 
domestic gas consumption and subsequently developing export 
opportunities. SheU is proud to be involved in this nuyor project 

and would like to recognise the encouragement received from the 
minister of petroleum: 

Dr. Hamid Al Banbi 



